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 Northwest Catholic Welcomes the Class of 2021!             
Now We Can Get to Know Them.

Benjamin Flower ’21 Lauren Gayle ’21

Mateo Moran ’21 Ejalam Bravo ’21

CJ Baldini ’21 Aubrey Landi ’21

By: Maeve Mullen ’21

From :  Burl ing ton,  C T 

W hat he ’s  look ing for wa rd to :  Ma k ing new f r iend s 

Welcoming E xper ience :  Fre shma n Or ientat ion 

I f  he  wa s  pre s ident  of  N WC for  a  day :  Have more  pep ra l l ie s 

Fu n Fac t  about  Ben :  He’s  c reat ive 

N WC Fa mi ly  Members :  Benja min’s  s i s ter,  Abby Flower  ’17
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From :  Bloomf ie ld ,  C T 

Clubs/  Spor t s  tea m he joined :  Connec t ik id s

W hat she ’s  look ing for wa rd to :  Meet ing new people 

Welcoming E xper ience :  Teacher s  a nd s tudent s  t reat ing her  we l l 

I f  she wa s  pre s ident  of  N WC for  a  day :  Buy more  outdoor 
t able s  

N WC Fa mi ly  Members :  L auren’s  s i s ter,  Kennedy Gay le  ’17

From :  Bloomf ie ld ,  C T 

Clubs/  Spor t s  tea m he joined :  Footba l l

W hat he ’s  look ing for wa rd to :  Becoming a  music ia n 

Welcoming E xper ience :  Being w ith teacher s  a nd f r iend s 

I f  he  wa s  pre s ident  of  N WC for  a  day :  To he lp other s  fee l 
Welcome 

Fu n Fac t  about  Mateo :  He’s  a  DJ a nd he create s  h i s  own music .

N WC Fa mi ly  Members :  He had a  cousin who g raduated f rom 
Nor thwest

From :  New Br it a in,  C T 

Clubs/  Spor t s  tea m he joined :  Soccer  a nd Yea r  Book Club

W hat she ’s  look ing for wa rd to :  L ea rn ing about  new subjec t s . 

Welcoming E xper ience :  Fre shma n Da nce 

I f  she wa s  pre s ident  of  N WC for  a  day :  To l i s ten to  s tudent 
a nd teacher  opin ions  a nd do her  be s t  a s  t he  pre s ident .

From :  West  Ha r t ford ,  C T 

Clubs/  Spor t s  tea m he joined :  Cros s  Count r y

W hat he ’s  look ing for wa rd to :  To become a n ac t ive  member  in 
the  school  communit y. 

Welcoming E xper ience :  Hi s  Gu ida nce couse lor  he lped h im f ind 
a  tutor 

Fu n Fac t  about  CJ :  He play s  squa sh. 

N WC Fa mi ly  Members :  Michae l  Ba ld in i  ’18

From :  Colebrook,  C T 

Clubs/  Spor t s  tea m he joined :  Cros s  Count r y

W hat she ’s  look ing for wa rd to :  Vol leyba l l  a nd Sk i  Club 

Welcoming E xper ience :  Join ing the  vol le yba l l  te a m. 

I f  she wa s  pre s ident  of  N WC for  a  day :  To become more 
involved w ith the  school  

Fu n Fac t  about  Aubr y :  She love s  he lping other s

N WC Fa mi ly  Members :  Gabr ie l  L a nd i  ’20
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Letter From the Editor 
It is hard to believe that it is already November.  It seems like only yesterday we 
were preparing for the first day of school.  Now we wake up in the dark, brace 
ourselves for the damp chill of the late autumn air as we leave our homes, and 
drive past trees already dropping their leaves after their brief burst of joyous 
color.

I was thinking the other day of how quickly time passes.  I remember my 
very first day at Northwest.  Like most first year students, I was worried about 
so many things.  Would I fit in? Would I make friends?  Would I get along 
with my teachers?  I remember my Mom telling me to do my best to embrace 
my time here and to be willing to open myself up to new friendships and 
challenges.  It will all go by quickly, she said.  

Now I am more than halfway through my time at Northwest.  I have seen 
classmates graduate and move on to the next phase of their lives.  I have friends 
who are worried about college applications and getting their drivers’ licenses.  
I have stood in the stands at football games and volleyball games and have 
been inspired by the hard work and dedication of our Northwest athletes and 
coaching staff.  I have attended plays and musicals that showcase the talents of 
Northwest actors, singers, dancers, set builders and musicians.  I have witnessed 
countless random acts of kindness and charity by Northwest students and 
faculty that have made me proud to be a member of this community. 

All of this makes me think of Northwest Catholic’s theme for 2017-2018, 
“Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God” 
(Romans 15:7).  We are all fortunate to have these four years of our lives to 
learn and grow at a place like Northwest, and it is up to each of us  to make sure that Northwest is and continues to be a place where we 
are welcomed, valued and respected.  

So let us cherish this time we have together.  Let us meet new friends, and try new things.  Let us work together to make our school a place 
where everyone knows they belong. 

On behalf of the Northwest Passages writers and staff, welcome to another great year at Northwest Catholic High School!  

- Emma Schumaker ’19
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Since last November’s election, our country has been politically divided. 
It seems like every tweet, broadcast and newspaper headline is created 
to incite furor on both the left and rights sides of the aisle. Both parties 
claim to be justified in their beliefs, and each side believes their way is 
best.  Bipartisanship among our elected officials seems to be unobtainable.  

Starting September  2017, the two NWC political clubs, the Young Republicans 
Club and Democrats Club will combine and be known as the Future Leaders of 
America. Admittedly, there was a bit of resistance to start, yet once the concept 
of bringing together these two groups of students to discuss matters concerning 
our nation and our community was explained, this theory became reality. 

 The Executive Board of FLA was decided upon by the administration and they 
include: Carter Horton ’18, Clara Barnes ’18, Taylor Armstrong ’19 and Hope 
Moustakakis ’19, equally representing both former clubs. It was late September 
when FLA had their first meeting and there was not a seat to be had. Over 30 

students were in attendance and the topic was gun control. Students met  to 
respectfully debate viewpoints. They came prepared with statistical data to back up 
with discussions and took turns listening. Since the initial meeting, membership 
has continued to grow and such topics as NFL players kneeling during the 
National Anthem and Human Life and Dignity have been explored. Members are 
reached via email through a survey and vote on the upcoming meetings topics.  

 Mr. Fitzpatrick, moderator of FLA was asked about his thoughts concerning the 
new group, to which he responded: “I am very impressed by the maturity and 
civility the students have demonstrated in the debates which have taken place so far 
in FLA. Adults could learn a thing or two from our young leaders and members.”  

 The Future Leaders of America club welcomes any NWC student and 
meets after school on Wednesdays in room 301. In a time where there 
is so much discourse in the world, this new club is working to bring 
students and their beliefs together. When we are united, we are stronger.

Red, White, Blue, and Green! A Look into the        
Future Leaders of America Club

By: Taylor Armstrong ’19

Come follow us on

@humans_of_nwc

Daniel Ogbonna  ’18 and  Haley Duarte ’18 both  work very hard to produce a fun and entertaining account                                               
for the Northwest Catholic Community.  Don’t forget to 

check us out!
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On September 5th, 2017, the Northwest Catholic 
community opened its doors and began the 2017-2018 
academic school year. As the hallways of Northwest 
filled with incoming freshmen, upperclassmen, new 
administrators, faculty, and other staff members alike, 
our school community looked to the Book of Romans 
for guidance on how to approach the school year. 
In particular, students read, "Welcome one another 
as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God" 
(Romans 15:7). With that verse in mind, all activities, 
classrooms, clubs, and sports teams at Northwest 
Catholic, our community has placed importance 
on the principle of inclusivity, which is the also the 
goal of Northwest’s International Students program. 

     Currently at Northwest, five percent of our student 
body is composed of international students. In an 
interview with the International Students Program 
(ISP) Coordinator, Mr. Andrew Selig ’06, shared his 

remarks about the program stating, "The vision of 
the program has always been about providing these 
students with a great education at Northwest, as well 
as providing these students a smooth transition into a 
new community". Mr. Selig also mentioned the ISP's 
Ambassador's Program, which is a school club that 
assists in the orientation of international students, 
and helps these students maneuver around Northwest. 

    Norki, an international student from China, has 
enjoyed his time attending Northwest, and specifically 
appreciated the community service opportunities. 
"I have had the opportunity to enjoy myself in the 
soup kitchen and helping other people,” says Norki, 
“I feel a lot of happiness when I get to serve". Norki, 
and many other international students agree that 
Northwest has allowed them the opportunity to 
meet new people, to experience American culture, 
and to gain advantages that will help them in the 
future. Many international students, like Norki, 
aspire to attend an American university or college.     

     Northwest values the diversity that the international 
students bring to the community.  Chinese World 
Language teacher, Mr. Jeff Gurganus states, "If two 
words were to describe the culture of Northwest, 
they would be 'universal community'. When these 

international students come to Northwest,” he 
continues, “it is easy for them to want to band 
together, and to not socialize with other people, but 
what's really cool about this year's school theme 
is that everyone in our community is helping us 
create this bridge for cross-cultural relationships."    

The International Student's Program continues to 
enroll students from various countries with the goal 
of expanding our school community, but the program 
also calls upon Northwest students and faculty to 
be just as outgoing. In Mr. Gurganus's experience 
with the program he would like to encourage other 
American students to be curious, and to learn about 
other areas of the world. "Being knowledgeable of 
other cultures, will certainly give American students 
a better outlook on the world, and allow them to 
formulate their own understanding and opinions". 

Northwest Catholic Welcomes its                                
International StudentsBy: Daniel Ogbonna ’18
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Tom Lin ’19  is ready for his close up!Norki Liang ‘18 enjoys a refreshing 
beverege

Sherry Wang ‘19, Jack Yang ‘18, and Robby Shi ‘19 
enjoy their day.

The Freshman Dance has been an important 
tradition at Northwest Catholic for many 
years and is a memory that will be cherished 
during high school and beyond. Whether 
it is remembered as the night where you 
met new friends as a freshmen or when 
you were able to enjoy a sentimental 
night as a senior with the people you have 
gotten to know over the last four years, the 
Freshman Dance is a night to remember! 

From a freshman perspective, Charlene 
Lam ’21 enthusiastically shared: “I had 
so much fun at the Freshman Dance! I 
got to meet so many of my classmates 
who I didn’t know before, and it was just 
a great way to start off the school year.” 

Maeve Mullen ’21 also added: “My friends 
and I were really excited for the dance-the 
decorations, the music, and making new 
friends! The seniors did a great job fulfilling 
our excitement. Everyone's happiness 
at the dance was just so contagious!" 

From a senior perspective, Bridget Murphy 
’18 contributed: “I think the Freshman 
Dance is a great way for your high school 
experience to come full circle, because you 
go as a freshman and a senior. The best 
part is definitely the shoe dance, because 
you get to meet new people and take part 
in a tradition. Overall, it's a super fun time 
and you get to make memories that will 
last you for all of your high school years!” 

Caroline Cooper ’18 excitedly added: “The 
Freshman Dance is just one more way that 
Northwest builds such a strong community. 
I love that the school provides such a 
unique opportunity for the seniors to get 
involved with the freshmen and we have 
made so many great friends because of it!” 

With such a special event, it really is 
simple to see why the Freshman Dance 
has continued for so many years and has 
become such an instrumental tradition at 
Northwest, both for seniors and freshmen. 

Freshmen and Seniors Dance the Night Away at the 
Annual Freshmen Dance.

M
au

re
en

 S
cu

dd
er

M
au

re
en

 S
cu

dd
er

M
au

re
en

 S
cu

dd
er

By: Sophia Argay ’19

Mr. Ohlheiser and the seniors exhibit their spirited Hawaiian apparel before 
the dance begins. 

The seniors and freshman dance together and form new friendships as the 
night progresses.

The excitement of the Freshman Dance is evident as Charlene Lam, ‘21, 
and Maeve Mullen, ‘21, smile enthusiastically in their Hawaiian apparel. 
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After a sluggish start to the season, the Northwest Catholic football team got its offense going, defeating Plainville 37-0 at this year’s homecoming game.  The 
game was highly anticipated amongst the NWC student body, with a large number of students from all grades making their presence known in the student section.  

The two teams found themselves in a defensive showdown for the early part of the game. The score remained deadlocked at 0-0 as the clock ran down on the first half.  However, 
as Plainville prepared to kick off to start the second half, the Lions took advantage of some key penalties and junior Paris Carpenter ‘19 returned the kickoff for 60 yards, scoring 
the game’s first touchdown and breathing new life into the Northwest offense.  NWC didn’t look back after this initial score, as senior halfback Spencer Merkel ‘18 led the charge 
with two rushing touchdowns alongside Carpenter providing an additional score.  Northwest gained a lead that would be near impossible to overcome.  A strong defensive 
tightening, led by Marcelino La Bella ’19 contributing an interception and Isaac Riley ’20 recovering a fumble and returning it to score, sealed the victory for the Lions, who 
moved to 1-3 on the season.  Other strong performances included seniors Nicholas Flynn ‘18 and Colby Lytle ‘18, with Flynn setting a single game sack record for Northwest.  

This powerful performance marked the Lions’ first win of the 2017 campaign and was the culmination of a phenomenal homecoming week for the entire NWC community.

Northwest Catholic Football Team Defeats Plainville 
Under the Lights.By: Alex Kanya ’18
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