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Michael Deneen, Devon Soucier Named ’10 Valedictorian & Salutatorian
Many students aspire to academic
dominance but ultimately only
two, the students who attain the
two highest GPAs in the senior
class, can earn the honors of
valedictorian and salutatorian.
After four years of excellence, the
Northwest Catholic Class of 2010
has announced its valedictorian
to be Michael Deneen while the
title of salutatorian has been
earned by Devon Soucier.
However, academics are not the
only way these two scholars have
impacted the school. Principal
Margaret Williamson shared that
“Michael…has asserted himself in
a quiet way by excelling in
everything and trying to assist
others along the way. He is
modest and yet extremely curious
about many things and seeks to
learn all he can.” Michael’s search
to “learn all he can” is exemplified
by his college choice of
Georgetown University where he
received a half-tuition
scholarship.
Michael has been very involved in
the Northwest family. Swimming
and diving, cross-country, unified
sports volleyball, and National
Honor Society are but a few of
his accomplishments. Michael has
also been an integral part of St.

Gabriel Youth Group and St.
Georgetown. One reason why he
Gabriel Parish Council in
chose Georgetown over all of the
addition to working at the Union
other prominent colleges he
Street Tavern for the past four
applied to is because he received a
years. He is also a member of the
half-tuition scholarship which he
HILL class which is led by Mr.
says was “a huge help in the
Tressler. Michael says, “The HILL whole decision-making process!”
class has definitely been full of
Michael is a Governor’s Scholar
positive memories for me from
and a National Merit Finalist.
the very beginning when we went
Both of these awards are very
on the camping trip together.”
difficult to receive and involve a
Michael has been
involved in many
events but he says,
“The most memorable
experience, by far
though, was our trip
to Germany this April.
The sights, the people,
and the fun times we
shared as a group are
all things I’ll take with
me after high school.”
In college, Michael
hopes to continue
Michael Deneen and Devon Soucier pose as the
some of the sports he
academic leaders of the Class of 2010.
has participated in at
the intramural or club level as
large amount of work on the part
well as continue with community
of the recipient. Upon being
and church involvement. He will
asked about his motivation for
be taking an EMT course this
success, this valedictorian
summer, and he plans to
expressed that he always wanted
volunteer with the Georgetown
to apply to competitive
EMS. Michael plans to major in
universities after high school, to
Biochemistry with a possible
attend medical school afterwards,
minor in French, and be involved
and to succeed in high school to
in the pre-med program at
accomplish that goal. Michael

added, “Of course, my family has
always encouraged me and has
been a positive influence in
school.” Looking back on his
high school experience, the
valedictorian confesses, “I
honestly don’t think I would’ve
succeeded as much in high school
if it weren’t for the great
friendships I made while I was
here. Friends keep you sane when
the rest of your life is full of
craziness, and the fun
memories I’ve shared with
everyone have been just as
important to me as the
academics.”
Though not yet out of high
school, Michael already has
post-college aspirations. After
college, he plans to go on to
medical school at Georgetown.
He reveals that he has always
had an interest in this field and
states that he even spent “a lot
of time in the O.R. and E.R. at
St. Francis watching doctors
perform surgery, and that’s what
I see myself doing someday as
well.”
Quite similar to Michael in
achievement and ambition is the
salutatorian, Devon Soucier. Mrs.
Williamson asserted that Devon
“demands the best of herself at
all times and in everything she
does. (She) is a true team player
Cara Seward

By Cara Ledwidge

who likes to have people work
together and do their very best.”
This “team player” quality
probably comes from Devon’s
experience with team athletics.
Not only was Devon on the
varsity women’s soccer and
lacrosse teams for four years, but
she was the captain of both. She
also played for premier soccer
teams and for a club lacrosse
team for two years.
If that is not enough, she
participates in other extracurriculars including the music
department. Devon has been a
member of Jazz Choir for four
years. She partook for three years
in the Greater Hartford Youth
Wind Ensemble and for two
years in the Wind Ensemble here
at Northwest. She has also been
in Women’s Choir for the past
three years. Outside of school, she
takes private French horn lessons
at the Hartt School. She has been
a member of the Student Council
for her whole high school career
and has experience being on the
Executive Board. She loves
community service and has
volunteered at her father’s office
and in the American Red Cross
Blood Drive. She got started
volunteering with and
continued on page 3

Dramateurs Put on ‘Little Shop’ Many Northwest Seniors Sign to Play D1 Sports

Walter Schuppe

Northwest Catholic’s very own
Rice Auditorium was
transformed into Skid Row for
the 2010 musical, “Little Shop of
Horrors,” which was performed
in front of a packed house on
April 9th, 10th, and 11th. This
musical, based on the classic film

The plant, Audrey II ‘sings’
throughout the show.
by Roger Corman, was about a
blood-thirsty plant grown by
Seymour, played by Dan Lusardi
’13, who was trying to help the
suffering flower shop owned by
Mr. Mushnik, played by John
Fitzpatrick ’11, attract some
business. Seymour named his
majestic plant Audrey II after the
woman he loved, Audrey, played
by senior Caroline Garger ’10.
The only obstacle Seymour faced
on his mission for Audrey’s heart
was her psychotic dentist
boyfriend, Orin, played by the
very funny rookie Danté Jeanfelix
’11. Nicole Poirier ’11, Saralynne
Brown ’12, and Kerri Alexander
’10 did a spectacular job playing
the roles of Chiffon, Crystal, and
Ronnette who led the singing in
the musical. Cara Seward ’11 and
Bryan Destin ’10 led the dancers
of the play. One of the favorite
scenes of the play was when Orin
performs his song “Now (It’s Just
the Gas)” in his dentist office
where Seymour is his patient.
Danté accurately described his

character, Orin, as being “a
villain, a woman-beater, and a
nitrous-oxide addict” and this
scene depicted his character the
best. Orin put on his nitrousoxide mask and was not able to
take it off so he ended up being
killed by it. This meant that
Seymour had a clear path to
Audrey and he also had human
blood to feed to the rapidly
growing Audrey II. Even though
Orin’s fate was to become plant
food, Danté says that Orin is “the
sickest person you will ever meet.”
As Audrey II grew bigger,
Seymour became more famous
with nonstop interviewers
following him, but, no one knew
that the plant was carnivorous
and demanded to feed on only
human blood. However, Seymour
was not a murderer and tried as
much as possible to get Audrey II
to drink his own blood. Audrey
II grew hungry and kept
demanding, “Feed me!” The voice
of Audrey II was played by Rorie
Fitzsimons, who has been a set
designer for Northwest Catholic
drama for years and integral to
the success of the dramateurs.
The cast was excited to be able to
work with him in this capacity.
Meanwhile, Mr. Mushnik’s flower
shop grew extremely successful
and he decided to change the
shop’s name to “Mushnik and
Son” in honor of Seymour’s
outstanding work. John
Fitzpatrick and Dan Lusardi then
performed a celebratory dance
that was a crowd favorite. In the
end, Audrey II ate all of the
characters including his caretaker,
Seymour. The Northwest
Catholic Dramateurs, led by Mrs.
Avery, put a lot of time into the
production including rehearsals
continued on page 3

By Abby Johnson
In high school there are multiple
sports to take advantage of each
season. While the majority of the
student body will get involved in
some kind of athletic
competition, only a mere five
percent of those high school
athletes will go on to play
competitive sports in college. This
year, Northwest is proud to
announce that nine graduating
seniors have committed to playing
Division I or Ivy League sports in
college. Four young men,
Brendan Lemp, Justin Strid, Nico
Greco, and Tom Bourdon, and
five young women, Kelsey
Marakovits, Jenniqua Bailey, Alex
Iovine, Allison Mullings, and Uju
Nwankwo are all taking their
athletic talents from the high
school bleachers to the university
stadiums. Brendan Lemp will be
attending Loyola University in
Baltimore, Maryland this coming
fall to play golf. Lemp has
strengthened the boys’ golf team
for all of his four years at
Northwest, leading the team this
year as captain. Attending
Cornell University in Ithaca, New
York in the fall of 2010 is football
star, Justin Strid. Strid, an inside
linebacker, helped lead the Varsity
football team to the 2009 State
Championship this past fall and
has been recognized by the
National Football Foundation
and College Hall of Fame as one
of its Scholar-Athletes earlier this
spring. Northwest’s star runner
Nico Greco will be running crosscountry and track at La Salle
University in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. The newest
baseball player to join Boston
College’s team of Eagles is Tom
Bourdon. Bourdon has played
for Northwest all four years as

both a pitcher and a center fielder
and this year, serves as the team’s
captain. His talent has been
highlighted in local news

Cara Seward

By Allie Lamari

Some of the senior athletes pose
for a picture in the gym.
broadcasts, such as NBC30 News.
Division I Colleges will not only
be working with the talent of
male Northwest graduates but
also female. Kelsey Marakovits
has signed on to row with the
The College of the Holy Cross
Crusaders’ crew team in
Worcester, Massachussetts this
fall. She rows with the Riverfront
Recapture team in the local area.
Out of the river and onto the
soccer field, Alex Iovine takes
control of the dry land. Leader of
the Northwest girls’ soccer team,
Iovine helped lead her team to a
victory in the 2009 State
Championship. She will be a
fierce player for Manhattan
College’s soccer program in
Riverdale, New York. Three of
Northwest’s most talented
women basketball players, who
also served as the team’s captains,
will be heading to Division I
colleges as well. Jenniqua Bailey
will travel down to Smithfield,
Rhode Island to attend Bryant
University. In the past season,
Bailey was named the New Haven
Register All-State, All-Conference,
and won the team’s Most
Valuable Player Award. Uju
Nwankwo also made AllConference in the past 2009-2010

season. She will be attending New
Jersey Institute of Technology
and will play for their esteemed
women’s basketball team.
Recipient of the Coach’s Award
this past season and qualifier for
CHSCA All-State, AllConference, and All-Academic,
Ally Mullings will be running the
courts for the Siena College
Saints in Loudonville, New York.
There is no doubt that each of
these athletes will bring with them
the character, leadership, and
talent they developed at
Northwest. Even though it will be
a different jersey they compete in,
the same bright attitudes and
incredible skill will be worn by all
of these athletes. The school
community stands behind them
and wishes them best of luck in
the next step of their careers.

Student Council
2010-2011
Announced
We are pleased to announce
and congratulate the Student
Council officers for the 20102011 school year:

President:
Patrick Graham
Vice President:
Kathleen O’Hara
Secretary:
Haleigh Beckerman
Treasurer:
Alana Seldon
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COMMENTARY
Dear Delilah,
Finals are coming up and I’m so
nervous! I’m afraid that even
though I’ve spent all year going
over this material, I still won’t be
able to remember it clearly when
I sit down to start my exam.
With six different classes, I have
a lot of studying to do and I’m
overwhelmed just thinking about
it. Do you have any tips to
making the review process
easier…and maybe calm my
nerves?
Sincerely, Stressed from Studying
Dear Stressed from Studying,
Finals are very important and it
is crucial that you do your best.
However, don’t let it ruin your
spirits! Every student has
gotten nervous before taking a
test at one time or another.
Many students get
overwhelmed and think “How
will I ever remember all of this!”
If your teacher doesn’t make
you a study guide, create your
own. Condense your notes into
helpful charts, lists, or even
flash cards. Instead of typing
out your guides, try writing
them by hand; this has been
proven to help you retain the
most information. Also, the
sillier the better! Make up
songs, create acronyms, work
with a buddy! If you are
studying history, try acting out
the event! Remember, breaks are
ok but be wise. Study for 20
minute periods, do some
crunches on the floor to get
blood flowing, and then hit the
books again. The most
important thing to remember is
relax; you WILL make it out of
finals alive!
Sincerely, Delilah

Dear Delilah,
I’m so frustrated! I just got my
license and I’m so excited but my
parents are very strict about how
much I get to use the car and
where I get to go in it. I wish they
would just trust me or buy me my
own car! I’m not a bad driver they
are just paranoid. Help!
Sincerely, Damper on Driving
Dear Damper on Driving,
There are millions of teens who
are feeling the same
aggravation. As unfair as it may
sound, your parents really do
have your best interests in
mind. They have more
experience, so their perspective
won’t match up perfectly with
yours. If you really want a
change, show them how mature
and responsible you are by
calmly and rationally going
over the rules for driving in
your house. Don’t get worked
up because that will show them
you are not as grown up about
the situation as you think you
are. There is a good chance that
they are just nervous for you
and aren’t ready to see you as a
young adult instead of their
little kid. Take the first step by
offering to call them when you
reach a destination so they
know you are ok. Or try being
willing to go into town on an
errand for them. Driving is a
big step in life but one that
takes responsibility. Enjoy your
freedom but keep in mind what
your folks might be thinking.
Sincerely, Delilah

LETTER FROM THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR
We started out this year planning
to work hard to do what we
could for others. How have we
done? Each one of us can
determine our own personal
answer to that question and
hopefully it will be a satisfying
one. As a school community, we
have responded to this challenge
in numerous ways beginning with
the outstanding welcome our
seniors gave to the freshmen. We
collected baby supplies for the
moms at the St. Gerard Center
and ended the year trying to
purchase a share of a farm’s
produce for the Catholic Worker

House. Did you bring in a toy for
a needy child or food for the
poor? I sure hope so. Maybe you
have been able to join activities
and share your gifts that way. No
matter what, being a member of
this school community takes
some effort depending on your
personality and your interests.
Hopefully everyone has found
some level of participation that
helps make the school and the
world around us better. The class
of 2010 is moving on and we
would like to thank them for all
the wonderful things they have
accomplished during their time

here. We will miss them but we
wish them well as they move on
to the next level, toward their
adult lives. Everyone else will be
moving up a grade and with that
there are certain new
opportunities and responsibilities
that I hope you will all think
about over the summer and be
ready to start off a new year with
great enthusiasm and new ideas.
This fall we will welcome the class
of 2014 – the 50th freshman class
at NWC and we want to be ready
to help share with them what a
great school this is – thank you
and have a great summer!

Cara Seward

Dear Delilah

Mrs. Williamson

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR IN CHIEF
Summer. The one word that can
send shivers of excitement
through any high school student,
whether it is October or February.
It is always on its way, but never
seems to last long enough once it
gets here. As summer approaches,
the weather turns warm and the
anticipation builds, making
everything school related seem
infinitely less important than our
looming summer plans. We
struggle through the last few
weeks, desperate to sleep in, hit
the beach, and lay out in the sun.
Summer is almost upon us now,
and the relationship between our
attention spans and the days of
school left is one of direct
correlation. The closer June 21st
gets, the less we can wait. It’s not
our fault, the idea of summer is
like a disease that creeps into a
school bit by bit, starting with the
first day the snow thaws, taking
over and lingering until the last
day of finals. Similar to the
infamous Senioritis, this spreads
through the student body and
even to the faculty, as they too
enjoy their weeks of relaxation.
The arrival of summer means
something different to everyone,
whether it is hours working at
summer camp or lifeguarding at
the pool, taking review courses,
going on vacation, or just simply
enjoying the days of nothingness.
What many may not realize is that
with the coming of summer, a
chapter in our lives ends and

another begins. The seniors will
graduate and the juniors will
soon move up to take their place.
The sophomores look forward to
joining the ranks of the upper
classmen and the freshmen are
just glad not to be the new kids
on the block any longer. Another
class of freshmen will come in
and be the new lost and scared
faces in the halls next fall. With all
of this change, the school
dynamic will shift. What next
year’s atmosphere will be, we can
only wait to find out. Every single
one of a student’s four years in
high school are markedly
different, due to the people that
surround them. In our small
school, many students and
teachers can honestly say that
they know almost everyone by
name, which signifies that the
departure of the seniors means
something to each and every one
of us.
It will affect different people in
different ways. The café seems
oddly quiet and the student
parking lot empty in those weeks
after graduation and before
finals. It’s an odd feeling to walk
down the senior hallway in the
morning and not see students
scrambling to finish work or
sitting around waiting for a
homeroom to be opened. There is
a tangible void in the school, left
by the departure of the seniors,
who we have gone to school with
for one, two, or three of our high

school years. Some are saying
goodbye to their best friends,
others their study mates and team
captains, but there isn’t a single
person at Northwest unaffected
by this change. Next year will be
different, just as this year was
different from last year. Some will
leave, some will remain, and new
faces will join. Different voices
will lead cheers, read
announcements, and be heard
goofing off in the parking lot.
Different faces will be role models,
working bake sales and running
meetings.
It may seem strange at first,
especially for the juniors who are
used to having a class to look up
to and are now faced with such
big shoes to fill. But they, like all
others before them, will step up
to the challenge and be those
people that the freshmen and
sophomores can look up to in the
future. By the middle of next year,
everyone will be so used to how
things have become, they won’t
even remember what it was like
this year. Who, at this point,
remembers much about last year?
It will be different, though not
necessarily better or worse. So as
we end this chapter in our high
school careers and say
“Goodbye” to the seniors with
the coming of summer, we must
remember that, though the future
seems scary and impossible:
college for the seniors, leadership
for the juniors, and so many

EDITORIAL COMMENTARY
In today’s world of cell phones,
pagers, Blackberrys, and iPads,
hearing the word “unfriend” is a
common occurrence. There was
once a time when no one used the
word, but now, it can be
considered a regular part of our
vocabulary. To the technologyimpaired, this word may seem
harsh, cruel, and childish.
However, this word has nothing
to do with literally ending a
friendship the way a
kindergartener might go about
doing so. It is far more
sophisticated than that. Evidently,
“unfriend” received the prized title
of “the 2009 Word of the Year.”
Interestingly, some of the other
words that were also in the
running to earn the valued title
were technology-related words as
well. These words include:
“intexticated – distracted because
texting on a cell phone while
driving a vehicle,” “netbook – a
small, very portable laptop
computer with limited memory,”
and “paywall – a way of blocking
access to part of a website that is
only available to paying

subscribers.” Though many
people questioned the validity of
the word, it still received enough
votes to become an official new
word in the dictionary. According
to the New Oxford American
Dictionary, “unfriend” is a verb
that means “to remove someone
as a friend on a social networking
site such as Facebook.” The
example sentence from the
dictionary is “I decided to
unfriend my roommate on
Facebook after we had a fight.”
Even before it became an official
word, millions of people across
the nation used it. It was a word
that had no written definition, yet
its meaning was simply
understood by all. The word’s
adoption into the dictionary and
the list of finalists for the Word
of the Year award are strong
testaments of how widespread
and popular social networking
websites have become in the last
few years. With Twitter absolutely
taking off this year, more people
are connected to the computer
more often. Interacting with each
other on the computer so much

of the time has inevitably led to
the carryover of computer lingo
into our everyday lives. The
English language is ever evolving
and changing as the generations
come and go. It would only seem
natural for the language to
become much more technologyrelated during the time of a
generation that is constantly
texting or emailing. “Unfriend” is
not the only word that originated
from the screens of our
computers though. “Apps,”
“tweets,” and “google (as a verb)”
all share the same origins. For
many students at Northwest
Catholic, these words are used so
often that they do not even think
twice about using them. If this
trend of new words continues, it
is hard to imagine what other
words this generation will come
up with. In about thirty years, it is
very likely that writing a plain
letter to a friend will be
considered far more than ancient.
No one will have time for letters
because we will all be too busy
deciding who the next victim of
our “unfriending” will be.

more years of high school for the
underclassmen, we can handle
anything the world throws at us,
just as we’ve done in the past, and
enjoy our summer freedom
before we’re once more called
back to the halls of Northwest
Catholic to begin a new year.
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Michelle M. Murphy

what college she would go to and
not have worry about getting in
donating to the blood drive with
to her top choice college. She also
the student council’s semi-annual
says she wanted to do well in
blood drive at the school.
school “so as not to let my
Devon actually plans on having a
teachers or mother down.” The
double major and is interested in
salutatorian gained this level of
following a pre-med track by
success by simply doing her
majoring in Chemistry or
homework every night and
Biochemistry and also in Math.
staying up late studying for
She has made the decision to
certain teachers’ tests in order to
attend Villanova in the fall. She
do the best she could. She
confesses that, “I also tried
to do my best not to
compare myself to anyone
else. My best is my best.”
Like Michael, Devon holds
her friends in high regard as
she reveals some of her
secrets to surviving high
school. She acknowledges
that what helped her the
most “was having an escape
from all the academic
The seniors become sentimental as they
pressure in sports. Without
prepare to leave Northwest behind.
sports and the different
says she “want[s] to major in the
types of friends I made there, I’m
sciences because my ultimate goal
not sure that I would have been
is to go to medical school.” She
able to be as successful as I have
admits that she really enjoys the
been. Having that time of
sciences. She wants to double
relaxation (at practice or at
major in math because it is her
games) was key to keeping my
“favorite subject,” and she believes head level and body healthy.”
that “such a double major will
Devon has been a part of many
help me to succeed in the
exciting events at Northwest, but
mathematical elements of the
she divulges that her “most
science courses.”
memorable moment thus far was
When asked about what she
winning the Soccer State
wants to do after college, she says
Championship.” She says, “It was
“I really want to be a doctor. My
memorable because of all the
dream job would be to be an OB/
hard work that was involved in
GYN and take frequent breaks to order to achieve it. It involved
travel to Africa to teach midwives
hours of time each week in the
how to deliver children and teach
summer, dedicated to running on
mothers how to properly feed
my own and running captains’
and provide nutrition for their
practices with the other captains.
children.” This is an exceptional
It also involved morning
goal for an excellent student.
breakfasts before big games and
There must be a motivation for
sprinting “ladders” that were
this level of success, and Devon
exhausting. All in all, I enjoyed
explains that, “My motivation for how close the team got
succeeding was my family.” She
throughout the season. There
says that her family always
were so many bonding dinners
encouraged her to do her best in
and events that there was no
school so that she could choose
option but to make friends with

everyone. They were the people
you hung out with almost every
day of the week for at least 2
hours. Even though we ended
(the season) in a tie, it feels like a
win because of all we had to
overcome in order to even get
close to what we (actually)
achieved.”
These outstanding students will
be remembered by Northwest for
years to come. Mrs. Williamson
believes Devon will leave a legacy
based upon her determination:
“She never gives up on anything
that I have seen. Anyone who
works with her will see that you
just have to keep trying and take
responsibility for your role in
whatever you do.” Likewise,
Michael will be remembered “for
being so incredibly bright and
willing to learn even more.” She
believes Michael will also be
remembered “for being one of the
first boys to step up and join the
Unified Volleyball team. This, to
me, indicates he believes in the
mission of the school.”
These two students admirably
contributed to Northwest in
every way. Academically, both
Michael and Devon have excellent
test scores and outstanding lists
of college acceptances. They both
took honors classes and then
Advanced Placement classes
throughout their careers, but
learning how to manage time and
balance schoolwork, sports,
extra-curriculars could be the
most important skills to be taken
from their high school experience.
Mr. Cusson expresses, “Both of
these students leave shoes which
will be hard to fill. If there were a
“model” NWC student they
(Devon and Michael) both
exemplify those characteristics …
outstanding students, athletes,
(and) leaders in many ways, but
most importantly, they are two of
the nicest, most caring students.”
On what better note could these
two excellent students graduate?

Justice & Peace Classes Raise Money for Ghana
By Logan Lawson
Imagine living in a world where
you have no home, you hardly
have the bare necessities of life,
and, on top of everything else,
you have no one to care for you.
You are completely on your own,
and there is no one concerned
about how your life turns out.
There are many children in
Ghana, a small country in
western Africa bordering the
Gulf of Guinea just north of the
equator, that experience lives
similar to this. Inhabitants of the
United States are among the most
fortunate people in the world, but
what needs to be recognized is
that there are many other
children and young adults in the
world that do not have the same
priviledges.
Mr. Laffin’s sophomore Justice
and Peace classes acknowledged
the dilemma of the large chasm in
the world between the
impoverished and wealthy. This
has encouraged the classes to take
action and try to make a
constructive change. The
compassionate students
understand the fact that in order
for there to be justice and peace in
the world, all life deserves dignity
and the right to food, shelter,
clothing, and freedom. Being
citizens of a country that is very
bountiful, they knew that their

role was to aid others less
fortunate than they are. Mr.
Laffin’s students were given the
opportunity to serve their
worldly neighbors of Ghana
through a class fundraising
activity called Hoops for Hope.
This fundraiser allowed the
students to raise money to go
towards an orphanage for sixty
children, ages four to sixteen, in
Ghana. The children would be
given an opportunity to
experience life like they have never
experienced before. Lukas Walsh
’08 will help to build the
orphanage and help the children
receive an opportunity to the
basic human rights of life, food,
shelter, clothing, and freedom.
The charitable event occurred on
Tuesday, April 13, 2010, involving
members of the classes shooting
twenty shots, essentially from
anywhere on the basketball court,
for previously made donations.
The donors could have given a
total sum amount, or they could
have pledged for every shot a
participant made. The concept of
shooting a couple of shots for
donation was perfect. Mr. Laffin
had done similar fundraisers in
the past, but this is the first one
that will support the orphanage
in Ghana. Involved in the process
of making the activity work, there
were a total of six class leaders,
two from each of the three

classes; Daniel Errico, Hanna
Salvio, Colleen Riley, Ronald
Poole, Christopher Lynch, and
Adrianna Soldevila. The class
leaders collected money, made
sure the fundraiser ran smoothly,
and kept their classmates
motivated throughout the whole
process. The activity was a simple
task that will make a large impact
on the world. Hannah Shea a
student that participated said, “It
felt good to collaborate as a class;
knowing that, hopefully, what
you have done will make a change
in another person’s life is a
pleasurable feeling.” The
fundraiser ended up being very
successful. It made over seven
thousand dollars, money that will
be greatly appreciated by the
children in Ghana.
Many people have read or heard
something relating to John 13:34,
“…love one another. As I have
loved you, so you also should
love one another.” As children of
God, we are called to help one
another no matter where you are
in the world. The sophomores
heard this message and then acted
on it. When you want to help a
fellow neighbor, whether they are
in the same town or a thousand
miles away, be inspired by the
benevolence of the sophomore
Justice and Peace classes of Mr.
Laffin, here at Northwest
Catholic.

Musical Proves to be Success
continued from page 1
until all hours of the night for
leads and chorus, especially in the
final week of preparation. Cast
members also had to commit to
at least four hours of set-building
to create the set that completed
the musical. Danté commented,
“The play was very time
consuming, especially during the
last two weeks before the show
because I had to balance track
practice, school, and the show. I
barely had any time.” However, all
of the time the Dramateurs spent
together brought them all very
close to one another. Nicole
Poirier said her favorite part of
being in the cast was “getting to
know everyone so well that we
just considered ourselves a big
family.” Danté also enjoyed “the
family aspect of it and the closeknit family that was created in the
process.” A large portion of the
Northwest Catholic student body
was involved in the production

whether it was in the cast, chorus,
dancers, Tech Crew, costume
design, set design, or the
orchestra. All of these people
worked together and became very
close to one another. When that
curtain falls at the end of the last
show, it is a time of mixed
emotions. The cast is happy to
have a life consisting of more
than just eating, school, a little
sleep, and lots of Drama but at
the same time they do not want to
leave behind all of the memories
created throughout the
preparation of the musical. All of
the members are anxious to get
back to the stage next year even
though they will be without the
Seniors who did a remarkable job
with the Dramateurs throughout
their years at Northwest and they
will all be missed dearly. “Little
Shop of Horrors” was a great
success as all of the Dramatuers’
productions are. Congratulations
to Mrs. Avery and all those
involved on a job well-done!

Music Dept. Travels to Boston
By Leanne Oleasz

only the top musicians and only
accepts groups by audition or by
The members of the Northwest
exemplary performances at the
Catholic High School Music
Heritage Festival. Mr. Avery was
Department traveled to Boston,
very proud of all three vocal
Massachusetts on April 30, 2010,
groups for their hard work.
to compete in the Heritage Music
All of the musicians were very
Festival. This illustrious festival is happy with their hard-earned
comprised of some of the top
awards, but their success did not
high school musicians in the
stop with the group’s individual
country and offers a competitive,
awards. As a result of all of their
educational experience. The bands high rankings, Northwest also
performed at Masconomet
received the “Sweepstakes
Regional High School located in
Award” which is presented to the
Topsfield, Massachusetts while
school with the highest combined
the choirs performed at Endicott
band and choir scores. Whenever
College in Beverly, Massachusetts. the school’s name was announced
In addition to these
as an award recipient, “everyone
performances, the Northwest
was screaming, clapping, and
musicians also participated in a
twirling their napkins in the air,”
wide range of activities including
said band member Alex
a tour of Fenway Park and
McKenzie ’11. Mr. Sinclair said
shopping at Quincy Market,
that he was “relieved, but very
which many of the musicians said excited that the students were
was “a lot of fun.” The trip ended rewarded for all of their hard
with a dinner dance
work.” One of
and an awards night
Northwest’s
on May 1, 2010.
principal flautists,
Both the Thursday
junior Rosa Park,
Night Jazz Band and
said that the
the Wind Ensemble
competition
were conducted by
“required a lot of
Northwest’s Band
concentration, [but
Director, Mr.
that everyone’s]
Raymond Sinclair.
efforts paid off in
These two talented
the end.” Many of
groups each came
the Music
away from the
Department’s
festival with the
members were new
Mr. Sinclair and Mr. Avery to the Heritage
highest ranking of
pose with the festival
“Gold, First Place.”
Music Festival this
sweepstakes trophy.
In addition, four
year and had not
students also
been sure of what
received the Maestro Award in
to expect. Ryan Murphy and
recognition of outstanding solo
Abbie Reed summed up many of
performances. The recipients
the newcomers’ thoughts about
were: senior Willie Reed on piano, this year’s competition by saying,
junior Jordan Greenberg on bass,
“It was nerve-racking, but worth
freshman Ryan Murphy on
it.” The Northwest community
saxophone, and freshman Abbie
congratulates Mr. Sinclair, Mr.
Reed on piccolo. These award
Avery, and the band and choir
recipients were very pleased and
members on their spectacular
surprised when they learned that
performances at the Heritage
they had been awarded this
Music Festival. As renowned
honor. The Concert, Women’s,
acoustic guitarist and singer
and Jazz Choirs conducted by
Daniel Romano once said,
Choir Director, Mr. Daniel Avery,
“Music is the hardest kind of art.
were also very successful. For the
It doesn’t hang up on a wall and
first time in Northwest history,
wait to be stared at and enjoyed
each of the three choirs received
by passersby. It’s communication.
the ranking of “Gold” and then
It’s hours and hours being put
second place in this category. On
into a work of art that may only
behalf of these choir groups, Mr.
last, in reality, for a few
Avery also received an invitation
moments...but if done well, and
to the Festival of Gold, which is a truly appreciated, it lasts in our
prestigious festival comprised of
hearts forever...”
Mrs. Pelton

Deneen, Soucier Leave Lasting Impression
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Northwest Catholic Students Enjoy a Week in Germany
By Maddie Livingston

Mary Frailey

Mrs. Phillips

attend German universities. HILL Later that evening, the HILL
attended, the Muenster
students enriched their grasp of
students took their nightly stroll
Ratsgynasium, allowed the
While many students traversed
both modern German events and
for ice cream, only to return and
students to experience math,
the U.S for their April vacations,
historical German events through find a man unloading their sorely
Spanish, art, English, and
the NWC HILL class can claim
their visits to the Brandenburg
missed luggage into the Weimar
education courses in the German
globetrotter status. Fourteen
Gate, Museum Island, a
hotel. Sighs of relief seemed too
language. Some of the classes
students plus the German
Holocaust memorial, the main
tame for such a wondrous
even allowed the HILL students
extraordinaires and chaperones,
site of Socialist book burnings,
occasion, so the students took to
to hold a question and answer
Mr. Tressler and Mrs. Phillips,
the Berlin wall, the Checkpoint
wild screams of joy (“That’s MY
session with the German
entered international transit on
Charlie Museum, the location of
luggage!), jubilant hugs, and even
students. The topics ranged from
April 15, 2010. The class departed
World War II’s Potsdam
baggage worship. Emily
American politics to breakfast
from JFK airport on an eightConference, and a German castle
McDonough remarks, “The ‘lost’
foods to the German’s opinion of
hour flight into Frankfurt,
modeled after Versailles, Sans
luggage really allowed us to bond
Americans. The interaction
Germany. An hour before
Souci. Class member Kelsey
and appreciate everything we take between the German students
Marakovits states, “It
for granted, like clean clothes,
and the HILL class was one of
was so awesome to see
chargers, toothbrushes, and
the most valuable experiences.
in person what we
socks!” Tuesday marked a
Other highlights of Muenster
have been learning
historical heyday as the class’
were the St. Christopher’s
about for years!” The
sightseeing ran the gamut. The
Cathedral, the beautiful
two days were equally
class visited Goethe’s real house
woodwork of the City Council
as entertaining as
in central Weimar in the morning,
Hall, and the lakeside dinner with
educational due to two toured the Buchenwald
Mrs. Phillips’ German family. The
slight mishaps; one
concentration camp around
last stop on the class’ German
anonymous HILL
midday, ventured into the 12th
expedition was Koln, a town in
class member managed century Wartburg castle where
Western Germany on the Rhine
to hit a German
Martin Luther translated the
River. Whilst in Koln, the
passerby in the throat
bible from Latin to German in
students visited the gargantuan
(accidentally) and
the afternoon and finally
Koln Cathedral with the Magi
another anonymous
materialized into Muenster in the
relic, the Ludwig Modern Art
HILL student was hit
evening. The Buchenwald
museum, the Olympics museum,
by an erratic elderly
concentration camp was an
and the Lindt Chocolate
Members of the HILL class pose with a NWC
biker. The class’ stay in
extremely moving experience as
museum. The students made the
Cool Schools tshirt.
Berlin concluded with
the students were allowed to
hike to the very top of the Koln
landing, the pilot informed the
their attendance of a Roman
roam the grounds on an audioCathedral (532 steps!). Devon
passengers of the emerging ash
Catholic Church service in
guided tour. HILL student Mary
Soucier comments, “The feeling
cloud and its effects on travel
German. Monday marked a day
Frailey comments, “Our visit to
of accomplishment that came
throughout the day. Upon
of travel for the NWC students
the concentration camp was a
over me as the person ahead of
touchdown in Frankfurt, the
turned cosmopolitans. Weimar
sobering experience that really
me yelled “Last step!” was
class learned that travel via plane
was the day’s destination and
helped me to grasp the immense
overwhelming. Yet it was not as
to their next destination, Berlin,
upon arrival, the students
destruction of warfare and the
amazing as what came next when
would be impossible. Speaking of
embarked on a walk towards the
deprecation of the human being
I saw the limitless view of Koln
impossibilities, the HILL travelers
renowned and revered German
that accompanies it.” The
five steps higher.” As Shakespeare
were also informed that they
literary genius, Goethe’s, summer
Wartburg castle was breathtaking would say, our final parting of
would not be leaving the
cottage. Hailed as the last true
and the inspiration for many
Germany was “such sweet
Frankfurt airport with their
connoisseur of all
sorrow” as we longed
luggage. The buoyant positive
aspects of knowledge,
to return to the
attitudes of the eager journeyers
Goethe had a beautiful
comfort of our own
were only slightly fazed as they
house situated in the
beds, but yearned to
maturely accepted the unexpected. middle of a park that
use the ash clouds as
In addition, the one-hour plane
brought back to mind
a reason to avoid
ride to Berlin was substituted by
American Literature
returning all together.
five hour train ride throughout
visions of Henry
John Healey
the German countryside, which
David Thoreau and his
remarked, “I had a
allowed the HILL students to see
beloved Walden. The
great time in
the acres of wind farms,
small gingerbread-like
Germany. My
picturesque medieval towns and
town of Weimar was
favorite part was just
miles of lush green landscapes.
the perfect refreshment
being able to walk
The long day of traveling
after three days in the
around the cities and
culminated in authentic German
urban atmosphere of
experience what
dining complete with plates of
Berlin. HILL student
German culture was
bratwurst and sauerkraut and
James Italia celebrated
really like, while also
glasses of Vitacoke and Coke
his birthday on their
hanging out with my
The HILL class enjoyed the beautiful sights in Germany.
Light. The next two days in Berlin night in Weimar amid
classmates, many of
were filled with the exploration of platters of Wiener schnitzel and
NWC “Kodak moments.” After
whom I got to know a lot better
famous landmarks. The class
pommes frites. His eighteenth
the day of heavy travel, the
than I did before the trip!” The
attended a Berlin Highlights
birthday was made all the better
students slept soundly only to
HILL class has proved that their
walking tour and a Potsdam
by the German desserts that
wake up the very next morning
thirst for educational experiences
walking tour, both led by young
ensued and the group presents
for their first taste of the German
transcends ash clouds, lost
English speaking students who
from the rest of the HILL class.
education system. The school
luggage, and a language barrier.

Jazz Cabaret Night Provides Great Entertainment For All
Jazz Cabaret Night was a
remarkable success from Jazz
choir’s “Somebody to Love”
followed by Monday Night Jazz
Band’s “Glazed Over” and finally
to Thursday Night Jazz Band’s
“Celtic Air.” These performances
left many students, parents and
teachers in awe of what these
talented performers could do.
Based on this, it is not surprising,
to say the least, that all of the
tables at Jazz Cabaret Night were
sold out. With so much talent, it
is no wonder that these musical
students have gotten so many
prestigious awards, not only at
the Boston Heritage Festival, but
also the renowned Berklee Jazz
Festival. The event was packed to
the brim with young and old alike
listening to the melodic sounds

echoing around the room as the
performers took the stage doing
what they do best. The Jazz

Dawn McKenzie

By Alex McKenzie and Morgan
McKenna

Junior Haley Massie plays
guitar with the Thursday Night
Jazz Band.
Choir, directed by Mr. Avery,
catered to all different types of
music, singing everything from
Gospel hymns to Pop songs, with

solos by performers such as John
Fitzpatrick ’11, Saralynne Brown
’12, and Kerri Alexander ’10.
Next, the Monday Night Jazz
band played the more funky side
of Jazz with solos by almost the
entire band in a unique end to
their final piece, “The Doze
Knows,” orchestrated by Mr.
Luddy. The Thursday Night Jazz
Band covered areas from Celtic
music to other older and lesser
known tunes under the direction
of Mr. Sinclair. They gave a
touching performance of
“Stormy Weather,” which
featured Mrs. Avery on vocals.
Within their back to back sets,
they featured many solos by
students including seniors Bryan
Destin and Luke Pelton as well as
the underclassmen. The
performances were an all-around
success and the jazz performers
should be very proud of what

they accomplished. All in all, it
was a great night. Students raved
about it and teachers and parents
alike said it was phenomenal.
The food was fabulous, the design
and atmosphere of the room was
great, and, of course, the music
was fantastic. This night would
not have been possible without
the instruction of the great music
directors, Mr. Avery, Mr. Sinclair
and Mr. Luddy, and the help and
coordination of all of the parents
in the Music Boosters. Between
the impressive silent auction, the
ticket sales, and the ads in the
program book, this year’s Jazz
Cabaret night successfully raised
more that $11,000 for the music
department. The next Jazz
Cabaret night will be as
remarkable if not even better than
this one, so next year be sure to
reserve your tickets early before
they sell out again!

NWC Makes
the Cut
By Abby Johnson
Chemistry is evident in everyone’s
daily life, whether they recognize it
or let it go unnoticed. From
frying an egg for breakfast to
gurgling mouthwash before bed,
chemistry works constantly. Most
students take at least one
chemistry course during their
four high school years. For some
students, chemistry is a challenge
and they do not understand how
balancing equations and
oxidation numbers could be
applied to “the real world.” For
others, it all seems to click. They
understand the challenging
concepts and enjoy experimenting
in the lab. Those students who do
particularly well in chemistry
classes, both Advanced Placement
and Honors courses, have the
opportunity to apply their
chemistry knowledge in
competition. The American
Chemistry Society, also known as
the ACS, sponsors an annual
competition known as the
Chemistry Olympiad. The
purpose of the competition is not
only for students to exercise their
knowledge in chemistry but also
for the ACS to develop a team of
the best young chemists to
represent the United States in a
worldwide competition. This year,
over 200 students met at the
chemistry facility on the UConn
Storrs campus. Of the 200
students, nine were from
Northwest Catholic. Six students
from AP Chemistry and three
from Honors Chemistry were
invited to attend. Upon arrival,
all competitors participated in the
first round by taking a multiple
choice test. The questions ranged
in difficulty and covered a variety
of topics. After the scores were
tallied, the top thirty percent of
the test takers moved on to the
second round. For the first time
in Northwest Catholic’s four year
history of attending this event,
two students from Northwest
made the second round. “I was
the only person to believe we were
going to have students move on
to the second round!” says
Deacon Sutherland smiling. “As
soon as we got there, I just knew
and everyone said ‘What! No, I
don’t think so!’” The two
students were juniors, John
Sullivan and Sharon Grimshaw,
both from the AP class. “From
the multiple choice round we
went on to a lab experiment and
an essay response,” explains John
Sullivan. While Sullivan and
Grimshaw were in the lab, the
other seven Northwest students
who did not make the second
round participated in a Jeopardy
chemistry game. Unfortunately,
neither Sullivan nor Grimshaw
moved on to the third round, but
it was clear that they enjoyed the
experience. Grimshaw says “Our
class is great because it’s small
and we get a lot of one-on-one
time with Deacon Sutherland to
go over the material.” Though it
was long, the day was one of
excitement. “The Chem Olympiad
is important to our chemistry
students. It applies what they
have learned in an exciting and
pressured situation, bringing
them together and experiencing
the wider world of chemistry,”
says Deacon Sutherland.
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‘06 SENIORS ‘10
Northwest Catholic Seniors Choose Their Colleges ... And Their Futures
Joel Adifon........................................................................................College of the Holy Cross
Kerri Alexander..................................................................................................Wagner College
Jenniqua Bailey...............................................................................................Bryant University
Christopher Banville................................................................................Creighton University
Andrew Beaule.....................................................................................................Union College
Mary Beckerman..............................................................................College of the Holy Cross
James Benanti......................................................................................Northeastern University
Molly Bissell.......................................................................................................Elon University
Christian Bonet-Garcia......................................................................Undecided/4 year college
Zachary Boorman...........................................................................Roger Williams University
Thomas Bourdon...............................................................................................Boston College
Virginia Brown.......................................................................American International College
Ryan Buckley............................................................University of Massachusetts at Amherst
Nicholas Calitri................................................................................University of Connecticut
Kaitlyn Cannone..................................................................................John Carroll University
Camille Charles..................................................................................University of New Haven
Yun Jei Cho......................................................................................University of Connecticut
Caileen Christina.........................................................................................Catholic University
Keith Cimiano......................................................................University of Maine at Fort Kent
Maggie Clapis.........................................................................Fashion Institute of Technology
Elizabeth Collier....................................................................................University of Hartford
Katherine Conlin.....................................................................................Seton Hall University
Samantha Cormier.......................................................................................Adelphi University
Brandon Couloute.........................................................Central Connecticut State University

Alexis Dahlem.....................................................................................Northeastern University
Bridget Daly...........................................................................................University of Scranton
Allison Davis..................................................................Central Connecticut State University
Hilary Dees............................................................................................Salve Regina University
Michael Deneen, Jr...............................................................................Georgetown University
Connor Deneen.............................................................................................Bentley University
Bryan Destin........................................................................................Sacred Heart University
Patrick Dornfried..............................................................................Albertus Magnus College
Tiago Duarte.............................................................................Western New England College
Erika Duenas..............................................................................................Washington College
Patrick Fagan......................................................................................................Pace University
Prayag Faldu..................................................................................University of Rhode Island
Meghan Feeney....................................................................................Sacred Heart University
Julissa Feliciano.........................................................................................Saint Joseph College
James Fellinger.............................................................................................Gettysburg College
Alexander Filomeno.........................................................................................Endicott College
Colleen Fitzgerald..................................................................................................Bates College
Mary Frailey....................................................................................University of Notre Dame
Samuel Frasco....................................................................................Saint Joseph’s University
Michael Freund.............................................................................................Cornell University
Taylor Fusco-Ruiz..........................................................................................Hartwick College
Caroline Garger.........................................................................................Villanova University
Kaitlyn Giblin............................................................................................Fordham University
Faith Gilbert.................................................................................................DeSales University
Rosalind Gilbert......................................................................................High Point University
Kelly Gilhooly.........................................................................................................Elms College
Nicola Greco.................................................................................................La Salle University
Morgan Green............................................................Southern Connecticut State University
Gustav Haflin............................................................................Western New England College
Kathryn Hagen......................................................................................................Siena College
James Hallinan...............................................................................................Bryant University
Julian Harris........................................................................................University of Richmond
Nia Harris.........................................................................................................Amherst College
John Hayes, III.................................................................................................Clark University
John Healey................................................................................................Villanova University
Haley Heslin..................................................................Western Connecticut State University
Daniel Huehner...................................................................................Northeastern University
Andrew Hull..................................................................................................Suffolk University
Priscilla Hutton...................................................................................Undecided/4 year college
Alexandra Iovine.........................................................................................Manhattan College
James Italia..........................................................................................................Boston College
Trenton Jackson..................................................................................................Trinity College
Alden Jasper.....................................................................Central Conncticut State University
Brendan Jordan.....................................................................................................Lasell College
Christopher Jordan...............................................................Manchester Community College
Ryan Juliano..............................................................................Western New England College
Ameet Katkar...................................................................................University of Connecticut
Patrick Kearney.........................................................................................Fordham University
Gretchen Kelly..........................................................................................College of Saint Rose
Eric Kennedy.................................................................................................Bentley University
Philip Kennedy............................................................................................Norwich University
Ryan Kirk.....................................................................................................United States Navy
Christopher Knight.................................................................................Indiana Bible College
Katherine Krikawa.....................................................................................Gonzaga University
Katherine Kuzoian....................................................................................Villanova University
Nicole Lacouture...........................................................................................Loyola University
Shakina Lane...............................................................................................Howard University

Merideth Lathrop.......................................................................................Dartmouth College
Keelan Ledwidge..........................................................................................Manhattan College
Brendan Lemp...............................................................................................Loyola University
Jordan Lewis.....................................................................................................Endicott College
Madeleine Livingston..............................................................George Washington University
Nathaniel Lombard Poirot..................................................Case Western Reserve University
Dylan Lombard......................................................................................Johnson State College
Michael Lorenzo.......................................................................Western New England College
Timothy Lusardi..............................................................................................Endicott College
Kathleen Lynch...........................................................................................Fairfield University
Kayla Maciejewski............................................................................University of New Haven
Kelsey Marakovits........................................................................... College of the Holy Cross
Gabriella Marandino.................................................................................Assumption College
Joseph McAndrews...............................................................................University of Michigan
Ryan McCue...............................................................................................Assumption College
Zachary McCulloch.......................................................Central Connecticut State University
Emily McDonough......................................................................................Providence College
Meghan McGuire.......................................................................................Fordham University
Jermaine Medwinter............................................................................Undecided/4 year college
Chelsea Mencio..............................................................................................Boston University
Sarah Merkel..............................................................Southern Connecticut State University
Maureen Mitsch...............................................................................................Lynn University
Gulaid Mohamood.........................................................................Roger Williams University
Jason Moore..........................................................................................Saint Michael’s College
John Moore......................................................................................................Clark University
Jonathan Moore.................................................................................................Babson College
Chelsea Morelli.....................................................................................Salve Regina University
Allison Mullings.....................................................................................................Siena College
John Murphy........................................................................................John Carroll University
Obianuju Nwankwo.........................................................New Jersey Institute of Technology
Emily Olszewski.............................................................................University of Rhode Island
Andrew Orsini.........................................................................................Johnson State College
Kevin O’Toole................................................................................................Bentley University
Gabriella Pabon.....................................................................................University of Hartford
Benjamin Paine.................................................................................University of Connecticut
Sequoya Patterson.................................................................................Bowie State University
Luke Pelton...................................................................................................Hofstra University
Emily Peters..................................................................................................Fairfield University
Alex Picciano............................................................................................University of Virginia
George Platsis.................................................................Central Connecticut State University
Sean Polley....................................................................................................Fairfield University
Kaydria Pownall...........................................................................Johnson & Wales University
Fanol Prevalla....................................................................................Albertus Magnus College
Grace Quinn.................................................................................................Providence College
Taylor Ramos........................................................................................University of Hartford
Jeanette Ramoya....................................................................Manchester Community College
William Reed.........................................................................................University of Rochester
Gershawn Richam-Odoi..........................................................................Saint Anselm College
Ally Rocha..............................................................................Manchester Community College
Matthew Rode...............................................................Southern New Hampshire University
Nicole Rook.......................................................................................................Gordon College
Lauren Rosano...........................................................................................Connecticut College
James Sands, III....................................................................................University of Hartford
Robert Scalise............................................................................Western New England College
Ryan Siegel....................................................................................................Providence College

Katherine Sitaro.....................................................................................................Siena College
Christine Smith.............................................................................................Bentley University
Michelle Smith......................................................................................Stonybrook University
Devon Soucier...........................................................................................Villanova University
Justin Strid....................................................................................................Cornell University
Kelsey Sumple.........................................................................................College of New Jersey
Thomas Tartaro, III.............................................................................Stonybrook University
Ted Terrion....................................................................................................Bentley University
Ryan Thompson.............................................................................................Xavier University
Kristin Tomaiuolo...........................................................................Roger Williams University
Lucas Tyler..................................................................Southern Connecticut State University
Tiara Tyner............................................................................................University of Hartford
Benjamin Van Shaack.....................................................................Plymouth State University
Kelsey Vega...............................................................................................New York University
Matthew Visintainer.......................................................................................Lafayette College
Ryan Wagner................................................................................................Champlain College
Timothy Waltman..............................................................................................Babson College
Lauren Walz.......................................................................................Saint Joseph’s University
Meredith West............................................................................................Assumption College
Anthony Whalen................................................................................West Virginia University
Sarah Wizner........................................................................................................Union College
Francisco Yao.............................................................................................Assumption College
Zitao Ye.....................................................................................................Penn State University
Spencer Young.......................................................................................................Siena College
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And the 2010 Prom Court Is ...
King
Jei Cho
Court
Prayag Faldu
Brendan Lemp
Taylor Ramos

Queen
Bridget Daly
Court
Maggie Clapis
Taylor Fusco-Ruiz
Sequoya Patterson

Prince
Dante Jeanfelix
Court
Matt Becker
Jordan Figueroa
Ryan Geelan

Princess
Rosa Park
Court
Abigail Johnson
Marlena Just
Jeannine Nocera
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Class of 2010 Remembers Four Years of Fun, Friends, and Memories
“Mrs. Adamo” -Molly Bissell

“Senior retreat” -Hilary Dees

“Good community”
-Chris Jordan

What accomplishment are you
most proud of?

If you could go back in time, is
there anything you would have
done differently?

“Being apart of the 1000 point
club in basketball”-Jenniqua
Bailey

“Played soccer” -Jim Hallinan

“5 on AP U.S. History test”Ryan Buckley

“The family-like atmosphere,
my friends, and my favorite
teachers”-Meghan McGuire

“Trenton Jackson’s photography” -Chris Jordan
“The HILL class, and
baking for it” -Michael
Freund

Joe McAndrews

What aspect of NWC
won’t you miss leaving
behind?

“Itchy sweaters” -Caileen
Christina
“Being in class from 7:30 AM
to 2:30 PM” -Christopher
Banville

“No, everything happens for a
reason”-Taylor Fusco-Ruiz
“Time travel into the past is not
yet a possibility, the machine
hasn’t been turned on”
-Sam Frasco
“Stayed in the drama program”
-Morgan Green

Bridget Daly

What can you always count on
at Northwest?
“The clocks being five minutes
behind” -Andy Beaule
“Mr. Callahan always finding
something wrong with my
uniform”
-Bridget Daly
“Mr. Callahan’s corny jokes”
-Jenniqua Bailey
“Mr. Clapper covering at least
one of your classes each day” Nick Calitri
“Chicken nuggets, they are
always for sale everyday, just in
a different form”
-Alex Filomeno
“Good cheering sections at
sports games” -Ryan Juliano

“Fear no evil, overcome all
obstacles” -Andy Beaule
“Laugh, love, music”- Molly
Bissell
What teachers from NWC
would you most like to have as
a college professosr?
“Mr. Mirabello”
-Tiago Duarte

“Being inducted into the
NHS and finishing Mrs.
Juda’s class” -Morgan
Green
What is the most important thing you learned in
high school?
“Always be prepared”
-Alex Filomeno

“All that matters is that you
have enjoyed life and lived with
no regrets” -Devon Soucier

What advice can you pass on to
incoming freshmen and underclassmen?

“Mrs. Barrett”
-Caileen Christina

“How to prepare for exams”
-Chris Jordan

“Never slack off because it
always comes back to you” Alex Filomeno

“The trio: Mr. P, Dr. Luddy,
and Mr. Fletcher
-Zach McCulloch

“Savor your time here, it goes
by fast” -Kaitlyn Cannone

Quote one thing you know by
heart:

What is the best advice anyone
has given you?

“Eat your veggies”- Jim
Fellinger

“ ‘Here I am to worship’”- Jim
Fellinger

“Chill out” -Alden Jasper

“Don’t park in the faculty
parking lot”-Haley Heslin

“I pledge allegiance to the
flag”- Kaitlyn Cannone

“What you do is what reflects
your character” -Bryan Destin

What was your most humiliating moment of high school?
“When my kilt fell off in
the middle of an intense
lacrosse game”
-Mary Frailey

“Ms. Burke’s pop quizzes”
-Tiago Duarte

“ ‘Pray, hope, and don’t worry’St. Padre Pio”- Joel Adifon

“When I fell and broke
my nose during a pep
rally”
-Connor Deneen

“ ‘Upon these poor souls I’ll
build heaven and call it home’The Dave Matthews Band”
-Alex Filomeno

“Getting locked in the
bathroom near the
Mortensen”
-Zack Boorman

“ ‘And the raven never flitting,
still is sitting, still is sitting’ ”
-Michael Freund

“Laughing so hard that I
spit out my Gatorade all
over Trenton Jackson’s
white shirt in religion class
sophomore year”-Emily
McDonough
“My freshman year”
-Patrick Fagan
“Falling off the podium in the
gym during my speech for Mr.
Przech’s class” -Ryan Juliano
What was your most memorable moment?

Bridget Daly

“My Juda binder” -Meghan
McGuire

“You never know what you can
do until you try”-Prayag Faldu

“Improving the 400 meter
dash” -Ryan Juliano

“My friends, the football
team, and all the jokes
that go around” -Nick
Calitri

“The over-flowing lunch
periods” -Devon Soucier

“ ‘YOLO- You only live once’Maddie Livingston” -Devon
Soucier

“Long hair, don’t care” -Mary
Frailey

Kate Schuppe

“Mrs. Juda’s class” -Morgan
Green

“ ‘Mr. Hull, when the stripes
intersect, the shirt becomes
checked.’ - Mr. Callahan” Andrew Hull

“Do your best even when there
is no one around seeking your
best” -Jenniqua Bailey

In what ways have you changed
since ninth grade?

“This quiz/test grade won’t
matter in five years” -Mary
Beckerman

“I have a much stronger faith” Joel Adifon
“More appreciative of the help
of others” -Meghan McGuire

“Stick to what you’re committed to” -Ryan Buckley

“Now I watch American Idol” Christopher Banville

“Sneakily eating
applesauce in the library
without Mrs. Philips
noticing”-Meghan
McGuire
“Playing my last home
soccer game with my
brother Nick”
-James Italia
“Mr. Dodd’s biology
class”
-Haley Heslin

“I’ve developed a Southern
accent”-Kelsey Vega
If your life philosophy could be
expressed on a bumper sticker,
what would it be?
Bridget Daly

What will you miss most about
Northwest Catholic?

“Think before you beep”-Zach
McCulloch
“Everyday, create your history”
-Patrick Fagan

Name one trivial thing you
learned in high school:
“The space in between two acts
of a play is called an intermission, not half time”-Sam
Frasco
“There are 2860 tiles on the
cafe floor” -Connor Deneen
“That no witches were actually
harmed in the Salem Witch
Trials, go figure” -Alden Jasper
“Honors apparently stands for
‘Homework Over Normal or
Regular Standards’”- James
Italia
“Just turn everything in when
its due, it’ll help”- Zach
McCulloch
“TEAM: Together Everyone
Achieves More”- Chris Jordan
“Jellyfish don’t have brains”Hilary Dees
“Never take people for
granted”- Bryan Destin
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Point-Counterpoint: Should Schools Pay Students to Get Good Grades?
Point: Monetary Incentives Will Change Students Counterpoint: No Bribery For A’s
do not even put a financial
burden on the schools or the
taxpayers. Large corporations,
such as Exxon and Mobil
provided the funding for a new
program encompassing
Arkansas, Alabama, Connecticut,
Kentucky, Massachusetts,
Virginia, and Washington. Some
wealthy philanthropists are also
major donors to the “learn and
earn” programs in those and
other states. When students at
Northwest were asked what they
thought of the idea, their
responses were enthusiastic. An
anonymous honors student
responds when asked about being
paid for having good grades that
“It would be a good plus!” for the
hard work students must put in.
In conclusion, the idea that good
grades and overall academic
accomplishment can be the result
of “cash motivation” is one that
has been proven to work well.
Whether it is looked at as a
reward or as payment, both
students and teachers agree that it
is a great way to introduce
students into the real world. The
success stories spread from
Washington to Texas to New
York. Schools should pay
students for exemplary grades
and hard work!

By Molly Mullen
Picture a Northwest Catholic
where every student gets a check
each quarter for their report card
grades. Sounds great, doesn’t it?
Now picture a Northwest where
there is a fee to play a sport, a
cost to try out a new club, a
charge to join band or choir, and
a payment needed for any of
Campus Ministry’s service
opportunities. The money for the
grade bribery would come out of
the parts of the Northwest

experience which are most
helpful to form friendships and
discover new interests. Paying
students this way would not even
help most people, and it would
cause problems when they
transition to college. There are
schools in America that are
testing out this program, often
with the goal of raising
standardized test scores. Middle
and high school students are sent
checks on a regular basis, usually
with higher amounts of
payment corresponding
to each letter grade. The
system is meant to
provide motivation for
students to do their best
in classes, but its failings
overwhelm any possible
good. The most obvious
reason against this
system is that “It’s a
waste of our class
money,” as one
freshman says. Money for good
grades would take away from
funding for sports, clubs,
graduation, trips abroad, and
other activities the student body
enjoys. In schools like Northwest,
paying students for their grades
would raise tuition and make it
impossible for some students to
attend the school. In order to
fund grade rewards, athletes
would have to pay to play sports,
and musicians and drama
performers would have to pay
their program costs out of their
own pocket. There would
certainly be talented athletes,
musicians, dramatists, student
leaders, writers, artists, and other
thriving, involved students who
would have to give up activities.
Inner-city schools might be the
most affected by these financial
problems, yet they are the same
schools that are most likely to try
to give students another incentive
for high grades. Still, does any
school want to stifle that talent in

order to pay students for grades
they should be working towards
on their own? Many students
breeze through every class with
“A” without ever putting in any
work, while other more
ambitious students toil away only
to receive C’s. Grade bribery
favors that first group of
students, those who are doing
well and do not need it anyway. It
would discourage those who
most need encouragement about
their grades. When
they compare
earnings with
other students, it
would be easy to
give up on their
potential for
successful learning
and cause students
to become stressed.
Speaking of
motivation, school
is a place for
young adults to choose what is
important to them and work
toward their goals. The most
successful people do not need
encouragement from the outside
to work hard; their own
determination is enough. Bribing
students for grades robs them of
the chance to strengthen their
own goal-setting and
determination. Worse, colleges
will not pay students for grades
which will lead to a difficult
adjustment to a college
environment. Although a handful
of students might benefit from
payments for their grades, the
program is not a wise choice for
any school. Money would be
taken away from school activities,
stifling the talent of deserving
students, as well as increasing
stress and discouragement. The
bribery would also fail to help
young people learn to set goals
and motivate themselves, leaving
them ill-prepared for college and
the real world.
vietnamlearning.va

Getting money when you get
good grades: any honor student’s
dream, right? Now, that dream is
coming true for students all over
the country. New programs in
schools from at least a dozen
states across America are paying
students for academic
achievement. This can include
taking harder classes,
getting passing grades
on AP tests, getting
good grades on
graduation exams,
and earning A’s in all
classes. The
“monetary incentives”
can be seen as
payment, or as
rewards, but whatever
you call it, schools are
seeing positive results.
When money given
for high academic standards is
seen as payment, it offers realworld experience. As students, we
are often told that “school is your
job.” It is not surprising to find
that many students do not see it
this way. However, when students
are paid, it makes school much
more of a stepping stone into the
real world than a waste of time.
This is especially true with
students from lower-income
families, as well as others, to
whom it is difficult to justify
spending 6+ hours at school
instead of getting a real job.
However, if there was a “salary”
for constant good grades or
“bonuses” for doing well on AP
and other tests, school would
suddenly seem a lot more useful.
If school was seen more as a job,
formerly uninterested students
may have more of a commitment
to it, resulting in more effort and
higher attendance. If, like in
Arkansas, students were paid to
take harder classes, the benefit
would be not only to the student,

but to society as a whole. By
taking harder classes, students
would get a better education and
have more opportunities in the
future. They would be able to get
jobs that would allow them to
become highly functioning
members in society, as well as
successful individuals. If academic
success resulting in money is seen
as a reward, further benefits are
made clear. The
Northeast Health
Science Magnet
High School in
Macon, Georgia
gives students with
high grades, test
scores, and
participation in
extra study
sessions, an
opportunity to
enter in raffles for
prizes such as “an
ipod, movie tickets or a dinner
for two, among other prizes.” The
idea of rewarding good behavior
is one that is proven to work in
almost all aspects of childhood
and life in general, so why
shouldn’t it work in a school
environment? The success stories
in states all across the country are
additional proof that paying
students for achievement works.
Variations of this idea have been
and are being used in Baltimore,
Maryland; New York City, New
York; Georgia; Texas; Arkansas,
Alabama; Connecticut; Kentucky;
Massachusetts; Virginia; and
Washington. Some schools in
many of theses states are paying
students $100 for each passing
grade on AP college-prep exams.
Others pay students for attending
extra study sessions either after
school or on weekends. In some
cases, good grades result in a
chance to win big, either money
for improving test grades, or
prizes for good overall grades. In
most cases, these “cash incentives”
620ckrm.com

By Haley Derlinga

Mining Disaster in West Virginia Leaves 29 Dead, Families Devastated
America’s heart stopped when
twenty-nine workers fell victim to
the explosion at the Upper Big
Branch mine on Monday, April
10th. Thousands of citizens
prayed earnestly, hoping to find a
miner who may have survived the
blast. That night, only twenty-five
miners were discovered to be
dead. The other four bodies were
nowhere to be found. Yet, the
coal country continues to bustle
with other workers as they
furiously haul coal in the mines.
For the workers, time never stops.
They must work indefatigably,
striving to meet the booming
electricity demands of
homeowners. However, fellow
miners hoped for the survival of
the four missing workers as they
bustled in the mines. On
Saturday, the worst had been
declared. The four workers were
all dead. It was late Friday when
the search crews came to a
haunting realization: they had
walked past the four bodies on
the night of the explosion. The
smoky, hazy air must have
obscured the bodies while the

supports these assertions, “In
crews were busy trudging
explosion in West Virginia.
seven of the last 10 years, the
through the mines.
However, they speculated that a
high concentration of methane
mine has recorded a non-fatal
Unfortunately, time limited the
gas may have contributed to the
injury rate worse than the
rescue crews from scrutinizing or
accident. Most of the victims were national average for similar
double-checking for more bodies
operations, according to MSHA
in the mines. Dangerous gases
working where long wall cutting
filled the air, and the rescuers
was taking place. Such work
statistics. Between 2008 and last
year, safety violations at
could only glance
the operation more than
cursorily over the
doubled and fine issues by
rugged, debrisMSHA tripled, according
covered tracks before
to agency records.”
they too become
President Barack Obama
intoxicated by the
urged a more intense
atmosphere. As they
investigation into the
left the site, the
explosion of the West
rescuers could only
Virginia mine. “This has
pray that the four
been America’s worst
missing workers may
mining disaster in forty
have found a refuge
years, and the toll on all
chamber providing
West Virginians has been
food, water, and
Police officers direct traffic at the site of the mining
oxygen for survivors.
immeasurable,” said
accident in West Virginia.
When families
Obama, “We cannot bring
discovered such terrifying news,
involves a large grinder to extract
back the men we lost. What we
coal, a dangerous process which
can do, in their memory, is
CEO Don Blankenship suffered
thoroughly investigate this
many verbal lashes that the
creates large quantities of
tragedy and demand
company puts its own selfish
explosive coal dust and methane
accountability.” He further
benefits over the safety of the
gas. According to countless
workers. However, Blankenship
records, the Massey mine agency
continued, “All Americans
has been continuously notified
deserve to work in a place that is
remained firm against the
and fined for a poor venting
safe, and we must take whatever
accusations, defending the
steps are necessary to ensure that
company’s reputation and
system, which may have caused
all our miners are as safe as
supporting the families shaken by methane and other combustible
the tragic losses. Officials have not dust to accumulate. West Virginia
possible so that a disaster like this
doesn’t happen again.” In
clearly discovered the cause of the native Michael Tomasky further
blog.al.com

By Rosa Park

response, Massey Energy
Corporation stated that it will
initiate an extensive review of the
mine accident so a similar event
will not occur in the future.
However, Massey also disputed
the countless accusations of
safety violations, upholding that
the upper Branch mine had no
more than one violation per day,
which is “consistent with national
averages,” according to the Mine
Safety and Health
Administration. Nevertheless,
West Virginia Governor Joe
Machin demanded better
ventilators and sensors to check
methane levels, despite the
unknown causes of the
explosion. “There was no way to
protect them against this,” he said.
“You just have to prevent it and
make sure it doesn’t happen
again.” Meanwhile, mourners
courageously cope with the tragic
losses. Sympathizer Tammany
Powers, who lost her husband
Fred from crane operating, stated
“We have no choice but to accept
death.” Yet, such deaths can
hardly disappear from Virginians’
minds. The cut seems fresh, a
haunting reminder of future
precautions that must be made in
the mining industry.
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Who or what always makes you
laugh?

Matt Martorelli: Luke Wilson
and I are close friends.

MM: Sung Young Yoon.

Kerri Alexander: I pretend to be
a T-Rex dinosaur with my 9year old brother almost every
day after school.

KA: Spongebob Squarepants
and Dan Lusardi.
MV: John Healey’s 100%
stressed out lifestyle.

MV: “Lark on my go cart” by
Asher Roth.

MV: Fatty Melt
from Max
Burger.

CG: “Don’t Stop Believin” by
Journey.

CG: A Moe’s
burrito.

What would your first action as
President of the United States
be?

If you could
hear what
someone is
thinking for a
day, who would
you choose, and
why?

MM: Make the
Monday after the
Superbowl a
holiday.

Matt
Visintainer: I’m
a boy
scout…first
class.

KA: Make a
national Hannah
Montana day and a
national Mrs. Avery
day.

If you could be
anyone else at
Northwest for a
day, who would
you be, and why?

Bridget Daly

Caroline
Garger: I’ve
lived in 3 places:
Chicago, IL,
Scottsdale, AZ,
and Avon, CT.

Matt Martorelli

MV: Get a
presidential haircut.

CG: Probably let my
VP know that they
may or may not have
a lot of work on their hands.

CG: James, 2.0, and Dan2.
KA: I would be Mr. Wilson
because he’s such a cool dude.
MV: Mary Frailey so I can
break hearts and Kelsey
Sumple so I can mend them.
CG: Mrs. Avery because she’s
“the boss.”
If you were stranded on a desert
island, who would you want to
be stranded with, and why?
MM: Mr. Reese and Mr.
Carlson… never a dull
moment.
MV: Joe McAndrews because
of his rugged and outdoorsy
look.

What would be the first thing
you would do if you won 10
million dollars?

What movie could you watch
over and over again, and why?
MM: My Cousin Vinny. Joe
Pesci is hilarious.

MM: Turf all of NWC.
KA: Buy a television network
and make better TV shows
because there is hardly
anything good on TV these
days.
MV: Put it toward college
spending money.
CG: Buy one of the Thousand
Islands.

KA: Absolutely all three High
School Musical movies.

CG: Is that even a question?

KA: The High School Musical
East High Wildcats… they are
so PRO!

MM: To be the best person I
can be.

MV: A national soccer team so
I could go to the world cup.

KA: I WILL become an
international super sensation
pop star with a glam squad.

CG: Sports? No. Cast of Glee.

KA: Ummm… I LOVE
YOU! (But I would
sing it.)

KA: Live. Love. Laugh.

CG: Running water.

KA: Can I ask you more
questions?

Matt Visintainer

MV: “Imma do just what I
want, lookin’ ahead no
turning back.” –Kid Cudi

MV: Why did you
bless me with
perfect flow?

CG: “There’s no i in team,
but there is an i in diva!”Mrs. Avery

CG: Are you
there?
If you could have
only one food for
the rest of your
life (assuming
that this strange
situation would
not affect your
health), which food would you
choose?
Bridget Daly

MM: “Dead or Alive” by Bon
Jovi.

MM: Hot Dogs.

MV: To put up as much weight
as “State” Richam.

CG: Carol(ine).

What magazine
do you always
look forward to
getting in the mail?
MM: Sports Illustrated.

CG: I want to be a business
executive for a fashion
company. That is if Broadway
doesn’t work out.

KA: Diva Magazine.
MV: Moustache Aficionado.

Who is your hero, and why?

CG: Seventeen.

KA: Besides my Mom and Mrs.
Avery, definitely Captain
Underpants because he has so
much self confidence and he is
way ahead of the fashion
trends.

What random fact are you most
proud to know?

If you could live anywhere in
the world, where would you
live?
MM: New Hampshire… Best
State Ever!
KA: Italy because Rome is
gorgeous and I love Italian
food.

KA: Pizza!
KA: “If you’re happy and you
know it.”

What would be the title of your
autobiography?

MV: No
Backpack, No
Problem.

If you could ask God any one
question, what would it be?

CG: Water, musicals, and teddy
bear.

What is your greatest ambition
in life?

If the whole world
were listening, what
would you say?

MV: When people steal my
pizza.

What would be your personal
theme song?

MM: Easy… New York Giants.

KA: If You’re
Happy and You
Know It.

MM: Without struggle there
can be no progress.

Caroline Garger

If you could manage any
professional sports team, what
team would you choose?

CG: The Holiday
because it just makes
me happy.

CG: Stop hating
everyone and just be happy.

MM: Blackberry, Football,
and Girls Golf.

CG: Venice because it’s so
pretty and there are no cars.

MM: Blame My
Parents.

What words of wisdom do you
live by?

What three things could
you not live without?

Kerri Alexander

MV: I don’t watch
movies.

KA: When balloons pop. I
seriously go ballistic because
deep down I’m afraid of them.

MV: Pibber, Maui-Waui, and
the Volvo.

CG: Mrs. Juda… I want to
know why there is so much
work. Although if you’re
reading this Mrs. Juda, I guess
it was to prepare us for the AP
exam.

What annoys you the most?
MM: Weather men.

KA: Macbook, music, and
my friends the “sisterhood.”

KA: I would
love to hear Dr.
Luddy’s
thoughts because his thought
process is so unique.

Bridget Daly

What would people be
surprised to learn about you?

Bridget Daly

Inside Out: Mr. Martorelli, Kerri Alexander, Matt Visintainer, and Caroline Garger

MV: Greece. It’s pretty dope.

MM: Reindeer like to eat
bananas.
KA: My close and personal
friend and mentor Beyonce’s
last name is Knowles and she is
28 years old.
MV: A Cosi signature salad is
worse for you than a Big Mac
from McDonalds.
CG: Chile’s earthquake
shortened the earth’s day by
1.26 millionths of a second.
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Successful NWC Baseball Wins Games
The Northwest Catholic baseball
team, currently #2 in the state
and #1 in the area rankings, has
posted an outstanding record.
The Indians have had impressive
wins against New Britain (8-3)
and Hall (4-3). Northwest has
three formidable left handed
pitchers, who “bring the rain”
whenever they step on the
mound. It is nearly impossible for
a team to dodge a left-hander
when facing the Indians.
Towering over their opponents,
the Indians have twelve seniors
who they cycle in the lineup. This
team’s depth is a formidable trait
because it gives no space for other
teams to take advantage of. Also,
sophomores Dan Errico and
Aaron Wilson along with
freshman Mac Crispino
contribute greatly to a team
stacked with seniors. Matt D’orsi,
a junior and lefty starter, has also
posted big wins for the Indians.
Senior starting pitcher, Andy
Beaule, says, “This team has been
amazing. This team is very deep
with talent and we have the drive
to win it all. With twelve seniors
we hope to win it all, and there is
no doubt we could.” Coaches
Cory Carlson and Dave Swanson
add an even more impeccable
outlook on the game for the
players. With professional
baseball experience from both of

them, they offer the players the
training they need to win states
and make it to the next level. The
Indians are not only looking for

years of playing varsity baseball,
they hope to bring this
inspiration to a field setting where
they can win game after game.
This team gets contributions
from every player, and there is no
drop-off in skill across the roster.
It is an incredible team to watch.
With a great victory over Hall 136, the Indians posted their first
sweep of the season. They hoped
to repeat this act several times.
Their first goal of qualifying for
states has already been
accomplished. With multiple wins
already in the books, Northwest
looks to keep up their sucessful
season.
The Indians have had no trouble
winning games all season.
Opponents often hold their best
pitcher and play him against
Northwest, but it is still not good
enough to take down the
powerhouse offense known as
Indians baseball. With many
great games under their belts, the
Indians hope that they can make
a run into states, holding up the
CCC West conference
championship flag first.
This dominating roster is #2 in
the state for a reason. Their hard
hitting offense and rock solid
defense exemplify the fact that the
Indians are very capable of going
all the way this season. A state
championship win is in the reach
of the Northwest Catholic
baseball players.

Trenton Jackson

By Nicholas Italia

Senior Ryan Thompson waits
for the perfect pitch.
a state championship, but they
are also looking for a league
championship. With Division 1
athlete Tom Bourdon, going to
play at Boston College next year,
leading the team at the plate, the
other players have a great leader
to follow. There are many athletes
on this team who are going to
play at select colleges. This shows
the quality of the Indians’ team.
Barely any other teams in the
state of Connecticut can match
the ability of the Northwest
squad. There is no team that has
the veteran inspiration that
Northwest has. With several
players in their third or fourth

NWC Dominates on Courts
By Joe McAndrews
Following the best season in
school history, the 2010 Girls’
Tennis team is back to a winning
season this year. Last year, the
girls were Northwest Conference
champions, and made it all the
way to the Class S quarterfinals.
Senior Captain Emily
McDonough said, “It’s tough to
follow a season as good as 2009,
we really want to live up to the
expectations. We just try to be the
best we can be and see where it
leads us.” But make no mistake,
there has been no let down. The
team has already qualified for
states and is looking for more
wins. McDonough credits this to
Coach Piorkowski and his
emphasis on “mental toughness.”
This toughness was on display
when Northwest hosted E.O.
Smith High School. E. O. is one
of the best teams in the state and
evenly matched with Northwest.
With little separating the two
teams, the matches were very
close. After seven hard-fought
matches, Northwest barely edged
E. O. by a score of 4 to 3. After a
close loss to cross-town rival Hall
High School, and with tough
matches against Glastonbury
High School and Farmington
High School, the girls hope to
continue their winning ways and
win as many matches as possible.
Senior Captain Emily Olszewski

credits a lot of the team’s success
to the skill and tenacity of the
younger players. “This is the most
raw talent we have had in years,”
Olszewski says. “The
Sophomores and Juniors are
great team players.” Sophomores
Caroline Carew and Lindsay
Koss have especially stepped up.
After an injury to Junior
sensation Lizzie Olszewski, Koss
and Carew had to play above
their normal ladder positions and
have been enormously successful.
The team appreciates their
contributions very much but is
quick to point out that many girls
have stepped up in similar ways
whenever there is an injury or
illness on the team. To add to the
team’s success, McDonough also
says this 2010 team has the most
positive attitude of any she has
been on at NWC. “Even in tough
matches everyone is laughing and
getting along well. There is a lot
of team bonding,” McDonough
said. There is a happy mentality
on the team and everyone from
the freshmen to the seniors has a
great appreciation for the sport.
Since everyone shares the same
goals and is willing to work hard
to achieve them, it is not
surprising that the Girls’ Tennis
team is doing so well. With
continued great results, the 2010
season could very well be the next
best season in school history with
back-to-back championships.

Team Stacked with Explosive Seniors Leads Girls’ Lacrosse to Victory in CCC
The Northwest Catholic Girls’
lacrosse team began their 2010
season with a successful start and
many wins. These included
impressive victories over
Newington, Berlin, South
Windsor, Southington, Windsor,
and others. The girls’ team goal
was to make it to the state
tournament and to make it as far
as they could, which they hoped
would be the championship. Even
at the beginning of the season, it
looked like the girls were well on
their way. The team had a big win
with a score of 13 to 9 against
Windsor. Leading the way was
senior captain, Mary Frailey, with
five goals and two assists. The

team is also led by two other
senior captains, Bridget Daly and
Devon Soucier. All of these girls

Matt Becker

By Stephanie Koldras

Morgan Mencio ’12 runs down the
field with the ball.
have played lacrosse for
Northwest all four years, and are
now excited to take on the
responsibility of being a captain.

Northwest Men’s Tennis Competes
By Mara Case
The Northwest Catholic Men’s
tennis team enjoyed early success
this season with wins against
Fermi with a score of 6-1,
Windsor with a score of 4-1,
Middletown with a score of 5-2,
and Rocky Hill with a score of 70. With standout players such as
Joe McAndrews ’10, James
Adamidis ’13, and Trevor
Lathrop ’12, the team hoped to
tally a winning record during the
2010 campaign. The team faced
several formidable opponents this
year including East Catholic,
Hall, Conard, Simsbury,
Southington, and Farmington.
Although the squad includes
fewer players than in recent years,
the team’s senior captain, Joe
McAndrews, feels confident in his
players. “Fewer kids means more
court time and we spend a lot of
time working on the
fundamentals and basics of
tennis,” says McAndrews, “And
Coach Crowley is really
emphasizing our skills such as

forehands and backhands.” With
new talented additions such as
freshman James Adamidis, the
team’s singles positions have
really been enhanced. The team
further benefitted from the return
of Joe McAndrews from an
injury that kept him off the court
last year. A surprise addition to
the team this year is senior John
Healey who for his first year as a
member of the squad is playing
first string doubles.
This year’s team faced a number
of new opponents, the result of
joining the CCC. The squad’s
regular season included
approximately sixteen matches
comprised of both singles and
doubles competitions. The
Northwest Catholic community
wishes the best for our
Northwest Catholic Men’s Tennis
team in the future seasons. We
hope to see everyone at the team’s
home matches at Saint Joseph’s
College in West Hartford next
year, cheering on the men’s tennis
team as they fight for their
victories.

Daly recalls, “I love having the
respect of all my teammates and
to be someone that they look up
to.” The team this year is made up
of players from freshmen to
seniors. As Frailey stated, “this
year’s team is a mixture of
experienced players and new
players but everyone works hard
and we’re making it work.” These
players include many dedicated
seniors, Erika Duenas, Chelsea
Mencio, as well as juniors Julia
Mansolillo, Dana Crory, and
sophomores Meghan Grabowski,
Morgan Mencio, and Grace
Hallinan. Soucier says, “The
freshmen are also very promising
because they are all so athletic
and they are learning very quickly
how to play and make significant

contributions to the varsity
team.” Some of the recognizable
freshmen on the team this year
are Annie Higgins, Cathy Higgins,
and Emily Kearney. With all of
the new players, the captains
strive to be the best role models
that they can be despite the big
responsibilities that come with it.
Soucier makes sure that she
works hard so that she can be a
great leader and role model
because the girls look up to her.
Frailey feels that being a captain
is rewarding, as well as a lot of
fun because of the “cool captain
bands.” The girls believe that if
the team continues to keep up
their hard work, they will be able
to surpass their main goal of
making it to the state

tournament. The girls also have
their own individual goals that
include improving themselves as
players and helping their
teammates improve. Daly says
that one goal that she is working
on is to have a shutout by the end
of this season. Fellow captain
and friend, Frailey does not
doubt Daly since she is
considered the team’s “samurai
warrior.” As for Frailey, she
wants to improve on her
shooting, become a better
lacrosse player overall, and have a
good time with her teammates.
With the tremendous amount of
success that the girls have had,
they have a positive outlook on
the rest of the season and the
state tournament.

Second Season Golf Team Proves its New Talents
By Kathleen McCormack
Since it is only the second year of
girls’ golf here at NWC, it is a
pivotal season in which much
success has been achieved and
much more is to be expected.
Starting the season off right, the
girls have certainty worked hard
for their wins. Hannah Shea ’12
and Captain Mary Beckerman ’10
lead the team, medaling in almost
every match. Since it is Mary’s
second year as captain, the whole
team views her as the leader of
the team, which she most
definitely shows through her
matches. She also shows her
leadership off the course. She is a
leader who leads not only by
example, but by the way she acts
around school. She is a good
student, and a leader in school,
so, her teammates look up to her.
During both of the seasons at
Northwest, Hannah and Mary
have showcased their skill, giving
NWC girls’ golf an impressive
standard that will be set for
seasons to come. After everyone

saw the success and potential
after the first season, it attracted
many girls to try out for the
upcoming season, which is sure
to become a pattern as the girls
golf team becomes more and
more impressive. Even though the
game of golf is played
individually, team work is a huge
necessity in reaching success. The
team is close and tries to help one
another out whenever needed, on
the course and off. Competing
against one another is basically
what happens when they are out
on the course, but then they all
come together defeating the
opponent at hand. The coach of
the team is Mr. Matt Martorelli
’03 who also assists coaching in
Northwest football during the fall
season. He has been very pleased
by the way the season is looking
and hopes that the girls can keep
improving more and more,
excelling in the matches yet to
come. He is also very pleased with
the improvement of skills
compared to that of the previous
season. The goal of the girls and

their coach is obviously to go as
far as they can in the state
tournament. Their chances are
looking very good, needless to
say they still have very tough
competition to come. This
program, in its second year, has
hit heights that other teams hit
after many years. Hannah Shea
’12 comments, “All the girls are
working hard and improving
their scores and really we are all
working as a team and hopefully
we will make it to states.” Overall,
the Northwest Catholic girls’ golf
program so far has been a huge
success and will hopefully keep
up this status as long as possible.
The girls are anticipating the
future, and are taking nothing
lightly as they continue to work
as hard as they can to reach their
goal, taking it one match at a
time. They work on their shortterm goals in hope that their
long-term goal (a state
championship) will be in their
grasp before they know it. Each
and every one of these golfers
believes that it is possible.
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Northwest Boys’ Lacrosse Hangs Tough

Girls’ and Boys’ Track Win Meets
By Kate Schuppe

Trenton Jackson

The Northwest Catholic track
team is off to the races to begin
their 2010 season. The team
experienced thrilling success early
in the season. Head coach, Mr.
Przech expected that this year
would bring stiff competition,
but knew his team was up to the
challenge. The team, consisting of
both a boys’ and girls’ team,
competed in the CCC for the first

Sophomore Kathleen Connelly leads
the pack.
time. Most schools participating
in this league are bigger, and have
larger boys or girls teams than
Northwest’s combined team.
Other teams in this conference
include Simsbury, Hall, New
Britain, and Conard. These teams
have always had strong records.
However, Mr. Przech believes that
competing against such teams are
“great barometers for the team’s
progress.” Senior Dan Huehner
says “The team is looking
stronger than ever and we are a
force to be reckoned with.” Mr.
Przech describes one of the team’s
most obvious strengths as their
boys sprinting team. Leading the
team are four promising seniors,
Eric Kennedy, Trenton Jackson,
Alden Jasper, and Ryan Siegel.
They have been crucial to the
team’s success over the past four
years and have continued their
strong progress into the season.
The success of the team’s seniors

has been due to the expectations
held to them by Coach Przech.
He says that although he expects
the best out of all of his athletes,
he particularly puts pressure on
the seniors since they know
exactly what is expected of them.
This year, other than senior
captains Eric Kennedy, Trenton
Jackson, Nico Greco, and Nia
Harris, Gus Haflin ’10 has
“become one of the best 400
meter runners in the area.”
Meghan Feeney ‘10 has also
shown determination as she
recovers from a serious ankle
injury this fall. Her hard work is
quickly bringing her back to full
capacity. The seniors are not the
only members of the Northwest
Catholic track team that have
excelled this season. Freshman
Sarah Gillespie has been
“phenomenal so far” especially
after breaking records during
indoor track season. Freshman
Jared Delane has also been
successful in the first year of his
track career. The relay teams
chosen for each meet are based
on the best fit for each runner.
Usually the best four runners in a
given event will make up a relay
team. Because the team is smaller
than most schools, the relays are
often times moved around. Mr.
Przech says he had goals for both
the boys’ and girls’ team. He
believed that advancing to
compete for a state championship
was realistic. The girls’ team “is in
a bit of a rebuilding stage,” says
Mr. Przech. However, his goal
was to qualify as many runners
as possible for the girls’ state meet
and the State Open. Through all
of their hard work, Coach Przech
says he hopes what his athletes
take away from their experience
on the track team is the reward
hard work and dedication can
bring them. He says “I hope they
learn what they are capable of
and can accomplish more than
they ever thought they could if
they stay focused and put the
time and effort in.” Northwest
should be proud of all that the
outdoor track team has
accomplished this year.

have played football together for
the duration of their high school
careers. This trust that they share
in each other has led to a tight
and very effective team. Each
individual member of the team
has contributed to the team’s
overall great success this season.
Senior Drew Orsini has been a
force in goal, adding to the
already amazing defense led by
starters Ben Van Schaack ’10,
Mike Laffin ’11, and Evan
Herron ’11. Long stick midfielder,
Tim Waltman ’10, has had a
fantastic year at face-off. Jack
Hayes ’10 and Tanner Vaughn ’12
are the team’s leaders in goals.
The midfield is also extremely
strong, being led by seniors Jim
Hallinan and Kevin O’Toole. The
combination of skill in all of the
different areas of the team has
made a very effective team overall.
Northwest has had a strong start
to their season. The team has
won a few key victories, defeating
competitive teams such as
Glastonbury, East Catholic,
RHAM, and Farmington, as well
as others. The entire team looks
forward to continued success.

season. His improvement is
remarkable and is lifting the team
to victory every match. In the
beginning weeks, Lemp hoped to
build momentum and put in a lot
of good work on the range and
green. Fundamentals, hitting
fairways, and putting are all key
to winning State Championships.
Lemp knows this very well. “We
need to just keep working hard in
practice and matches and
eventually it will pay off,”
explained Lemp. “We need to
shoot ‘em straight, and shoot ‘em
long.” Regardless of the outcome
of this season, the future looks
bright for the golf team. With a
strong corps of sophomores and
freshmen contributing more and
more every day, there is no reason
why the current success cannot
continue well into the future.
“The younger kids are really
great, without them I don’t know
where the team would be,” said
Lemp. As Butler, Strid, Huffman,
and Murphy develop over the
next two seasons, the team can
only get better. This is great news
for the future and for all of the
golf fans at NWC.

By Joe McAndrews
Senior Captain Brendan Lemp
has had a stellar career at
Northwest Catholic. During his
four year stay, the boys’ golf team
has already won one State
Championship in 2008 and
finished runner up in 2009. By
anyone’s standards, this is an
incredible accomplishment but
Lemp has a considerably different
outlook. Although he recognizes
the success of past years and
thinks very highly of what he and
his teammates have achieved,
Lemp is not about to rest on his
laurels. “The past is the past,”
Lemp said, “Our goal this year is
to bring the Championship back
to Northwest.” This winner-takeall attitude is making an
impression on the rest of the
team. Underclassmen like
sophomores Brian Butler, Tyler
Huffman, Ryan Strid, and
Thomas Murphy have made a
huge impact on the varsity team,
significantly lowering the team’s
average. Even from the 5th
position, Butler has managed to
medal in several events this

Young Talent on Softball Team Makes Playoff Bid
By Kelly Yorio
The Northwest Catholic girls’
softball team is new and
improved this season. With the
addition of new coaches and
hard-working captains, the
softball program has made a
major turn around. Head coach,
Kate Mayer, and assistant coach
Lindsay Germain were formerly
Berlin High School softball
coaches before coming to coach
the varsity team at Northwest
Catholic this season. Mary
Swetcky is the head coach of the
Junior Varsity team and is very
experienced with the position.
The varsity captains this year are
senior Katherine Conlin and
junior Melissa Martucci. Both
captains have taken full
responsibility for being the

leaders on the team. One
important goal on the list was
being able to win the eight games
needed to qualify for the state
tournament at the end of the
season. The girls accomplished
this crucial milestone on Friday,
May 7th with a 4-2 victory over
Bloomfield. Mary Deneen pitched
a great game and the offense was
able to push enough runs across
to get the win. The girls also
opened this season with a 5-0
winning streak defeating Weaver,
Bulkeley, Hall, Platt, and New
Britain; and have continued to
stay strong ever since.
The defense is consistently led by
pitchers Lauren Backhaus ‘11,
Jesse Rocha ‘12, Mary Deneen ‘12
and catcher Sharon Grimshaw
‘11 while the offense is dominated
by Jess Tyler ‘12, Melissa

Martucci ‘11, Katherine Conlin
‘10, and freshman Kristen Young.
The contribution of all nine
players, as well as those coming
off of the bench, gives Northwest
an edge that most teams cannot
match. The players are talented
and flexible enough to play any
position on the field and fill any
role needed when asked. The
team has a combined batting
average of roughly .437 with a
total of at least 8 homeruns. Their
shut-down defense, paired with
their success at the plate, makes
for an unstoppable team.
With the remaining games on
their schedule, the girls know that
they have to be physically and
mentally prepared, and are
confident in their abilities. The
girls hope that they can make a
run in states.

Athlete of the Season: Tom Bourdon
By Sam Frasco
Senior standout and captain of
the Northwest Catholic Baseball
team Tom Bourdon has made a
remarkable contribution to both
athletics and the community. Next
year Tom will make his way to
Boston College to play outfield
for the Division I baseball team.
Tom’s accomplishments have not
been limited to the diamond
however, as he was a key player
for the basketball team, and both
a leader and a hardworking
student during his years at
Northwest. Since his freshman
year, he has been a talent to
watch. He has been All
Conference in baseball since his
freshman year. Tom has always
carried the team with his stellar
batting average as well as his
phenomenal abilities on the field.
Tom carries himself as an
amazing athlete and looks
forward to a great career ahead.
The Northwest commmunity
congratulates Tom on his
accomplishments, and wishes him
the best of luck in the future, fully
confident that he will succeed in
whatever path he takes in his
career.

What is your favorite part about
the game of baseball?
My favorite part about baseball
is that it is an extremely tough
sport being that you fail more
times than you succeed and it
requires a lot of mental
toughness.
Michelle M. Murphy

their eyes on making a deep run
into this year’s state tournament.
The boys’ lacrosse team started
The team started off the season
off a new season looking
against a very good Glastonbury
exceptional. After losing only 3
team. But the Indians overcame
starters from last year, the team
Glastonbury winning in overtime
hoped to build off of a strong
with a score of 8 to 7. The hard
previous season. With a depth
work and determination of the
that they haven’t had for years,
entire team won the game. This
win was especially impressive
due to the fact that
Northwest was defeated by
Glastonbury 15 to 1 last
season. The victory truly
shows how hard the players
have worked and how much
they have developed in the
off-season. Much of the
team’s success is due to how
well they work together.
Captain Jack Hayes described
Junior Mike Laffin runs down the field
the team’s success, “Honestly,
with the ball.
we had a lot of returning
the team works together like a
talent. Many of the players
well-oiled machine with many
matured in the off season and
seniors who have been playing
seriously developed some legit
together for four years. The
wavelengths. Truthfully, I believe
offense is also a threat from all
this to be the cause of our success
aspects. The team is led by senior
so far this season.” Many of the
captains Kevin O’Toole, Jim
seniors have been playing
Hallinan, and Jack Hayes. As the
together for four years and not
season continued the team set
only in lacrosse, but many players
Mr. Ferrell

By Robbie Kunkel

Senior Sensation leads Golf

Tom Bourdon

What have you learned at
Northwest that you will bring
forward with you in your career?
All that I have learned whether it
has to do with athletics or not.

How has your athletic career at
Northwest influenced you as a
person?

If you could sum up your NWC
baseball experience in one word,
what would it be?

Four years of playing sports at
NWC has been a major influence
on me as a person. It has
influenced me in being a better
person and athlete.

Amazing.

What do you look forward to most
about playing baseball in college?

My most memorable moment was
freshman year playing in the state
championship, but this year I
hope to top that with a state
championship win.

I look forward to competing at a
higher level as well as getting a
chance to improve my game and
bring it to the next level.

What is your most memorable
moment in your NWC baseball
career?

