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By Grace Hallinan

For fi fty years, the Johnson 
Gymnasium has been 
home to amazing wins, 
heartbreaking losses, and 
countless memories. With a 
new fl oor, fresh paint, 
and new bleachers 
setting the stage, 
this year will be no 
different. The “Belly 
of the Beast” takes on 
a whole new meaning 
and look in the 
recently redesigned 
gymnasium. 
As part of the 50th 
Anniversary projects, 
certain areas of the 
school were looked 
at to be renovated and 
improved. The Johnson Gym 
was one specifi c area that 
was in need of a redesign. 
“Since we had already begun 
modernizing classrooms, it 
was logical to complete that, 
and then we decided that 
the gym was the next critical 
area,” says principal Mrs. 

Williamson. Construction for 
the new gym started in April 
of 2011 with the removal of 
the old wooden bleachers. 
Timing of this was very 
important. The early removal 
of the bleachers allowed the 

crews to start demolition 
right after school ended in 
June. Once the bleachers 
were gone, the fi fty-year-
old fl oor was ripped out 
and replaced by the new 
Mirabello Court, named in 
honor of Northwest Catholic’s 
boys’ head basketball 
coach, John Mirabello. 

The renovation continued 
throughout the summer 
and, because of the careful 
planning and budgeting 
of Mr. Callahan and Mrs. 
Williamson, the project was 
completed before the start 

of a new school year. 
Mrs. Williamson made 
sure to document each 
step of the redesign. The 
multitude of “before and 
after” pictures clearly 
show the progress 
and improvement 
that was made in the 
reconstruction of the 
Johnson Gymnasium. 
Upon completion, the 
new fl oor was dedicated 
to longtime teacher and 

boys’ basketball coach, John 
Mirabello. Mr. Mirabello 
was chosen because of his 
reputation as an exceptional 
coach and a respected teacher 
at Northwest Catholic for the 
past 24 years. His records as a 
basketball coach include four 
State Championships, twelve 
regular season Conference 

Championships, and fourteen 
Tournament Championships. 
“Mr. Mirabello has helped 
hundreds of young people 
grow up and become 
wonderful adults,” says 

Mrs. Williamson. A true role 
model, Mr. Mirabello was 
humbled when he found out 
the court was going to be 
named after him. “A wave 
of emotion came over me as 
the many years and people 
I have gotten to know in 
our gym raced through my 
mind,” says Mr. Mirabello. 

The transformation of the 
gymnasium is incredible. “I 
still enjoy showing the gym 
to people who have not seen 
it because everyone’s reaction 
is complete surprise at how 

terrifi c it looks,” says 
Mrs. Williamson. 
The brand new 
bleachers are more 
safe and accessible 
than the old ones. 
The new Mirabello 
Court provides 
not only a source 
of inspiration 
for students and 
athletes, but it is 
also a tremendous 
improvement from 
the fi fty-year-old 

fl oor that was there. “I’m 
excited to have our students 
and community enjoy their 
new surroundings. The ‘Belly’ 
will take on a new look,” says 
Mr. Mirabello. The renovation 
of the Johnson Gymnasium is 
sure to score big points with 
the enthusiastic Northwest 
Catholic community. 

By Agata Harabasz

At the end of their fi rst day of 
school, freshmen were asked 
a question: “What event is the 
school celebrating this year?” 
Nearly every hand went up, 
each person eager to answer 
a question that they knew 
the answer to. “Northwest 
Catholic is celebrating its 
50th anniversary,” said one 
lucky winner. And how can 
one not be eager and excited 
on such an occasion?  The 50 

Year Anniversary insignia 
is on all of the assignment 
pads, tee shirts, door ways 
and offi cial school documents; 
no matter where you are, 
you will be reminded of the 
event. Not only has NWC 
lasted for 50 whole years, 
the school has fl ourished 
and achieved excellence in 
the fi eld of learning. And 
with this year’s plans, it will 
be growing even further. 
Fifty years ago, Northwest 
Catholic High School came 
into being, dedicated to 
educating the entire person: 

mind, body, spirit, and soul. 
It is simply amazing that it 
still has the opportunity to 
do so today. Many Catholic 
high schools have come and 
gone in the passing years, but 
NWC is still here and will be 
here in the future. It’s alive 
and well and proud of its 
accomplishment.
With this milestone, NWC 
took a look at and refl ected 
on its mission, history and 
future. Countless people 
have provided the means 

by which such a school can 
thrive and now it’s this year’s 
community that must take 
on this responsibility. The 
school has taken on six 50th 
Anniversary projects that will 
enhance the building and 
ensure a successful future 
for the school. Two of these 
projects have already been 
accomplished. Seventeen 
classrooms and three halls 
were renovated during 
the summer, making all of 
the classrooms fully up-
to-date, and the Johnson 
Gymnasium received new 

(safer) bleachers as well as 
a beautiful fl oor, which has 
been dedicated in honor of 
Coach John Mirabello. Next, 
the school will be tackling 
larger projects. The entire 
Richard Rice Auditorium will 
be refurbished and equipped 
with modern technology 
(and air conditioning!) and 
a Rev. Henry C. Frascador 
Center for Performance and 
Achievement will be created 
in honor of NWC’s fi rst 
president.  In addition to this, 

the entire front entrance of 
the school, as well as the front 
parking lot, is to be redone. 
A new, glass structure will 
be added to the existing front 
entrance and the parking lot 
will be reconfi gured with 
separate car and bus lanes to 
make arrival and dismissal 
easier for everyone. To top it 
all off, NWC plans to raise the 
number and size of named 
scholarships to the school, to 
provide more assistance to 
families in need.  The school 
wants students to realize 
that NWC is an excellent 

environment to learn in and 
provide for the countless 
numbers of future students 
that will someday enjoy its 
hallowed halls.
 In addition to the various 
improvements that 
Northwest Catholic will be 
undergoing, there will be a 
multitude of celebrations and 
special events. The school 
community has already 
celebrated an Anniversary 
Mass on September 24, 2011, 
the exact anniversary date 

of the school’s founding. 
Archbishop Henry Mansell 
was there to celebrate 
the Liturgy in the newly 
renovated gymnasium, 
where the original dedication 
ceremony took place. The 
ceremony put on a great start 
for the year’s celebrations.
Next on Northwest’s “Golden 
Calendar of Events” is 
Rwandan author Immaculée 
Ilibagiza, who will be 
speaking at the school on 
October 24, 2011. The entire 
student body has already 
read her inspiring book, Left 

to Tell: Discovering God Amidst 
the Rwandan Holocaust. Her 
moving story and lessons 
about life are a perfect 
representation of the school’s 
beliefs and will complement 
the 50th Anniversary 
Celebration nicely. 
Northwest’s annual Saturday 
Night Live will be held with 
a “golden” twist, which has 
not yet been revealed… In 
March, the school will host 
a Gala Dinner Dance to help 
the school raise funds for 

the future scholarships, so 
that all students will have 
an opportunity to benefi t 
from a Northwest Catholic 
education. Everyone is invited 
and encouraged to go.  
This is a 50th Anniversary 
we’re talking about—the 
golden anniversary. So let’s 
contribute to the school as 
much as possible and let it 
gleam and glisten like the 
gold that it is. Perhaps the 
various improvements to 
Northwest Catholic High 
School will last for another 50 
years, if not more!

Northwest Catholic High School Celebrates Its 50th Anniversary

NWC Community Renovates Gym, Unveils New Mirabello Court 

Mirabello Court
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Letter from the Chief Administrator
Dear Delilah,

My girlfriend and I go to 
separate schools. I do not 

get to see her very often so I 
spend most of my free time 
texting and Facebooking 

her. My parents are worried 
that I am spending way too 
much time on the computer 
talking to her than on my 

schoolwork. They feel as if my 
grades are suffering in this 
relationship. What should I 

do?
From,

Love Torn

Dear Love Torn,
I can see that inter-high 
school relationships are 

diffi cult, but they are not 
impossible. Instead of 
talking to her over the 

internet or through text, 
invite her to one of your 
high school events, like a 

football game. I understand 
why your parents are 

frustrated. Try fi nishing 
your homework as soon as 
you get home from school, 
tell your parents that you 
fi nished it and then spend 
as much time as you want 
talking to your girlfriend. 

Good luck!
Delilah 

Dear Delilah,
I have history last period of the 
day; it is the farthest from my 

locker which is in the freshman 
hallway. I am always rushing 
to catch the bus after school 

and I am constantly forgetting 
my school books. I have been 
getting check minus’ on my 

homework. Can you help me?
From,

Frazzled Freshman

Dear Frazzled,
First of all, I hope you don’t 

miss your bus and if you 
do, do your homework 
in the library with Mrs. 
Philips. What you need 
is a plan or a personal 

assistant. Since getting a 
personal assistant is out 
of the question, focus on 

being more organized. The 
fi rst step in organization is 
having a clean locker. By 

having an organized locker, 
it will be easier to grab and 
put back books.  Make sure 
you use the planners that 

the school gave you to write 
down your assignments. 
Use the planner to write 
down which books you 
need to bring home that 

night. If this does not help 
you, I suggest you invest in 
buying an extra set of books 
to keep at your house. This 

way you won’t have to 
worry about forgetting your 

books at school.
Hope this helps!

Delilah

Letter from the Editor in Chief

Happy Birthday NWC! We all 
understand that wonderful 
exclamation. It signals fun 
and congratulations with 
the hope of some sort of 
remembrance – or at least 
cake and candles. There is 
another phrase that I always 
wondered about that older 
relatives used on their 
birthday cards and that is 
“and many happy returns.” 
As a younger person I never 
understood why they had 
to spoil a perfectly good 
birthday wish with that 
phrase. However, as I grew 
to understand the phrase, I 
realize what a special wish it 
is and how it turns a simple 
birthday wish into a complete 
life prayer. As many people 
before us celebrated other 
anniversaries of Northwest 
Catholic, indeed from the 
very dedication on Sept. 
24, 1961, the message has 
always been that we celebrate 
the point to which we have 

arrived but with the view to 
moving forward. “Happy 
Birthday and many happy 
returns” sums up that 
sentiment completely – let’s 
celebrate where we are but 
look forward to all that we 
can become. In 1961 the world 
was a different place. There 
were no cell phones, color 
TV was barely even available 
and vinyl records provided 
us with our music in 78, 45 
or 33 revolutions per minute. 
And yet, NWC alumni from 
those early years recognize 
the values, morals and ethics 
that still defi ne the education 
provided in 2011. The faces of 
the personnel have changed 
but there is enough overlap 
of various generations that 
the stories and expectations 
that form the foundation here 
are solid and will remain that 
way. Socially the world was 
a different place in 1961. The 
Civil Rights Act and Voting 
Act had not been passed yet. 

Title IX, guaranteeing equality 
for women’s programs, was 
hardly even an idea – let alone 
a law. Many of the problems 
in society in the 1960’s have 
been improved but new 
problems have surfaced along 
with new twists to age old 
problems. The good news is 
that we all keep working on 
them and through Catholic 
Social Teaching and the zeal 
that you all bring to life, I 
know that you will help fi nd 
answers for much of what 
is wrong. We can never 
properly repay the people 
who donated funds to create 
this school or the Dominican 
sisters who staffed it for 26 
years, however, we can “pay 
it forward.” I am very happy 
to say that I see this quite 
often among the alumni who 
choose to work here or send 
notes with donations or help 
to fund students just because 
someone helped them and 
they feel very strongly that 

“What a piece of work is a 
man! How noble in Reason! 
how infi nite in faculties! in 
form and moving how express 
and admirable! In action how 
like an Angel! in apprehension 
how like a god! the beauty 
of the world! the paragon 
of animals!” Shakespeare’s 
immortal words seem to 
apply to human achievement 
now more than ever. Even in 
a society diluted by inane pop 
culture and political strife, 
it’s hard not to admire the 
triumphs of our fellow human 
beings and society as a whole. 
The recent death of Apple 
Inc. co-founder and CEO 
Steve Jobs provoked countless 
appreciative tributes to the 
iPod and iPhone, Pixar and 
Macintosh; as anyone with 
a Facebook would tell you. 
And talking about Facebook, 
where would we be without 
the social media that seems 
to control our lives today? In 
fact, both Jobs’s Apple and 
Zuckerberg’s Facebook came 
from humble beginnings built 
upon hard work and a vision 
to make a signifi cant difference 
in the world; whether they 

Commentary
realized it or not. Our capacity 
to greatness is literally infi nite, 
and often too underestimated. 
In July of 2012, the greatest 
athletes on the globe step 
onto the world stage at the 
XXX Olympiad. The extent 
of their ability is almost 
incomprehensible. To put an 
Olympic marathon to scale, 
the Northwest Catholic school 
record for one Mile is around 
4:15. Patrick Makau of Kenya, 
the world record holder in the 
marathon, averages 4:43, for 
twenty-six miles. He went sub 
fi fteen minutes in the 5k eight 
times. Anyone who has ever 
run in a 5k road race knows 
how hard it is to run under 
fi fteen minutes, or seventeen 
minutes, or even twenty 
minutes. It is speculated that 
by 2044, someone will break 
the two hour mark in the 
marathon. That’s fast.
One of Einstein’s great pillars 
of physics is that nothing can 
travel faster than the speed 
of light; until late September, 
that is. Physicists at CERN in 
Geneva clocked neutrinos, 
an oddball particle, traveling 
above the speed of light. 

That’s also quite fast. This is 
something that, as Einstein 
said in his famous theory of 
relativity, just does not happen. 
Whether or not the particles 
broke the speed of light is 
almost irrelevant. Rather, how 
incredible is it that we can 
measure tiny atomic particles 
traveling at speeds that 
Einstein believed impossible? 
The collective human intellect 
is an increasingly amazing 
thing, especially as we near an 
entire new realm of scientifi c 
discovery. We are now 
reaching into the depths of 
time so precisely that we are 
fl irting with creation theories 
with increased proof.
People are awesome. As 
Shakespeare said, we have the 
capacity to be “the paragon 
of animals”, like gods. It 
seems that too often we 
underestimate our ability and 
succumb to social fallacies 
saying that we are inadequate; 
not beautiful enough, not 
smart enough, not good 
enough. This just is not true. 
Our faculties are unique and 
all-encompassing; we really 
are pieces of work.

Dear Delilah
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this is a great place to be. 
Your older siblings also pay 
it forward with the advice 
and encouragement they give 
to you based on the success 
they have achieved in college 
through the hard work they 
did in the hallowed halls 
of NWC. So, we can rejoice 
in our anniversary and still 
seek to make the school even 
better so that it remains for 
years to come. As Fr. Colton 
wrote in the alma mater 
“May our Northwest never 
change, may she carry on to 
persevere in truth.”

Mrs. Williamson
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Fall has fi nally arrived. For 
many New Englanders, 
fall is the best season of the 
year. It beats the winter cold, 
spring rain, and summer heat. 
During fall, the temperature 
fi nally starts to cool down 
and the leaves slowly begin to 
change color. The refreshing, 
brisk air seems to almost 
beg you to spend more time 
outside. Big, cozy sweatshirts 
and sweat pants gradually 
make their ways out from 

the back of the closet. Your 
bed begins to look that much 
warmer and more inviting. 
Naps become a part of the 
daily routine. Weekends are 
spent much more leisurely.
But aside from all of this, fall 
is the season of Halloween. 
Halloween is the one night 
out of all 365 days in the 
year that we are allowed to 
become someone we are not. 
For young children, this is 
the one night they receive 

excessive amounts of candy 
and, if they are lucky, they get 
to stay up a little later than 
usual.
There are many other 
traditions that go hand in 
hand with this holiday, but 
one that might be overlooked 
is the haunted hayride. 
In my opinion, this is the 
fi nest Halloween tradition. 
It exemplifi es exactly what 
Halloween is all about: 
friends and a good scare.



By Stephanie Koldras

On Sunday, September 18, 
2011 nearly one hundred 
Northwest Catholic students 
gathered with practically 
one thousand other students 
for the 2011 Catholic 
Youth Spectacular held at 
Saint Thomas Seminary in 
Bloomfi eld. With the sun 
shining and the cool air 
blowing, it made for a perfect 
day for everyone to spend 
outside together. Those 
who attended the Youth 
Spectacular from our school 
were Mrs. Williamson, Mrs. 
Gillespie, Mrs. Bournique, 
and Mr. Tressler along with 
the members of the HILL 
and ACTS class, as well as, 
a few other students who 
wished to participate on their 
own. By 1:00 everyone took 
a bus over to Saint Thomas 
Seminary from Northwest 
and were ready to start the 
day off. Upon arriving, the 
musical performance by Joia 
Farmer was already playing 
on the outdoor stage set up 
in front of the Seminary. 
Before the opening procession 
and prayer, the students set 
up blankets and chairs in 
assigned sections, and had 
time to do various activities, 
including the scavenger 

hunt where they eagerly 
searched for the answers to 
the trivia questions. Once 
it was time for the opening 
procession, several students 
from each various school 
youth group carried their 

signs and gifts for the Mass 
up to the front stage. The 
theme for this year’s Youth 
Spectacular was “CH_ _CH: 
Come as UR: Being, Becoming, 
Believing.” The icebreaker 
games designed and initiated 

by Brad Farmer refl ected this 
theme. Some of the icebreaker 
games involved students 
running around the fi eld in 
search of new people where 
they shared their thoughts 
on what their favorite part of 

Mass is, which Parish they 
belong to, and other types of 
questions. The icebreaking 
games allowed for everyone 
to reach out to new people 
and to show who they are, 
refl ecting the theme of the 

event. When the icebreaker 
games concluded, it was 
time for the show that was 
put on by APeX Ministries 
that was made up of Gene 
Monterastelli and Brad 
Farmer. Together the two put 

on a juggling and humorous 
show that kept the crowd 
entertained and laughing 
for the next hour. Although 
their act was humorous it 
also ultimately reminded 
everyone for the reason 

that they were together that 
day, to spread the Word of 
God. After the show put on 
by APeX Ministries ended, 
there were two hours for 
everyone to enjoy their 
friends in good company. The 
many activities planned out 
throughout the day allowed 
everyone the freedom to go 
to Reconciliation to the many 
priests sitting outside, do the 
rosary walk, pray, participate 
in fi eld events, or walk 
around the different booths 
set up by an assortment of 
groups. By 5:30 it was time 
to get into a more prayerful 
mood as it was time for the 
Mass by Archbishop Mansell. 
The Mass took place on the 
fi eld and was a completely 
new atmosphere for many 
who have only experienced 
Mass inside. Different 
students were selected to 
help aid the communion 
stations. Among some of the 
students who helped, were 
seniors Olivia Rustic and 
Sarah Visintainer who shared 
that they felt “honored to 
be chosen to participate in 
the Mass with Archbishop 
Mansell,” and that the Mass 
was among their favorite 
parts of the day. The Mass 
was the conclusion to a 
beautiful and enjoyable day. 

By Emily Kapral 

In addition to welcoming 
students back to school 
this fall, the Northwest 
Catholic community also 
welcomed three new 
members to the teaching 
staff. As a new addition to 
the English Department, 
Mrs. DeCrescenzo teaches 
American Literature and 
Writing. Before coming to 
teach at Northwest, she was 
a professional writer in many 
capacities including freelance 
writing for newspapers and 
also in publishing as an editor 
and staff writer at Simon 
and Schuster. Currently Mrs. 
DeCrescenzo is working on 
her thesis paper to complete 
her Master’s Degree in 
Literary Studies at Trinity 
College. In her own words 
about her fi rst few weeks at 
Northwest Catholic, Mrs. 
DeCrescenzo says, “I love 
Northwest Catholic and have 
been greeted so warmly by 
all of the staff and students”. 
Mrs. Godwin, who is a new 
member of the Mathematics 

NWC Students Moved Spiritually At Catholic Youth Spectacular 

Welcoming New Faculty  
By Emily Kapral 

The Northwest Catholic 
Dramateurs began their 
2011-2012 year with another 
hit. They performed “Stone 
Soup” as the One Act Play 
this fall.  Audience members 
packed into Mortensen 
Theater both Friday, October 
7th and Saturday the 8th to 
watch the widely anticipated 
play.The play opened with 
an introduction by Sim the 
Cat, played by Marisa Butler. 
Marisa did an excellent job 
acting as the playful narrator 
for “Stone Soup”. Four 
residents of the town were 

then introduced including 
Yanasevich the Woodsman, 
Elmer the Farmer, Coop the 
Cop and Justine the Miller.  
Adrian Hatch and Thomas 
DuPuis displayed very 
unique accents as Yanasevich 
and Elmer.  It was very 
impressive how they were 
able to speak with accents 
and stay in character without 
a second thought throughout 
the play! Ayanna Smith 

brought many laughs to the 
audience as grumpy Coop the 
Cop. Anna Mirabello rounded 
out the cast of 
townspeople 
by bringing 
her smile and 
enthusiasm 
to the role of 
Justine the 
Miller. Gabe 
Foster used his 
commanding 
voice for the role 
of the big, green 
Ogre.  Amy 
Gillespie, Gillian Coleman, 
and Danielle Lewczyk 
contributed a lighthearted 

comedy to the play 
by acting as the trio 
of Onion, Garlic, 
and Scallion.  Ryan 
DeFranzo played the 
regal, King Peter, 
alongside Abbie Reed 
who played the prim 
and proper, Willow 
White.  TJ Lowe and 
Sara Ball played the 

two hungry travelers, Zuco 
and Wilks, who eventually 
brought all the characters 
of the play together. Zuco 
and Wilks were able to 
get all the townspeople to 
contribute something to 
their “stone soup”, and in 
return helped everyone to 
get along. Thus, the play had 
a happy ending. TJ and Sara 
worked very well together 
and had wonderful comedic 

timing, which the audience 
praised them for with their 
applause.  Originally written 

by Plato Karafelis and Robert 
Hugh, Mrs. Avery adapted 
the play for the Northwest 
Dramateurs.  “Stone Soup” 
was directed by senior, 
Chris Lynch and junior, Dan 
Lusardi.  Both Chris and 
Dan are seasoned members 
of the Dramateurs and have 
most recently appeared in 
42nd Street and Rumors at 
Northwest Catholic.  The 
lights, sound, and set dressing 
added another element to the 
play and were prepared by 
Anthony Kurak, Sarah Dottor 
and Magdalena Lenczewski. 
The Northwest Catholic 
Dramateurs put on another 
amazing performance and 
received a great reaction 
from the excited audience. 
Overall, the play brought 
tons of smiles to audience 
members young and old and 
was defi nitely a tremendous 
success!

Applause Is Given to the Fall One Act  
Department, teaches both 
Geometry and AP Statistics 
at Northwest Catholic. 
Before teaching high school 
math, Mrs. Godwin taught 
at various local colleges 
including Manchester 
Community College, 
Central Connecticut State 
University, and University of 
Connecticut. She especially 
enjoyed her Statistics classes. 
Many people would be 
surprised to fi nd out that Mrs. 
Godwin played the piccolo 
for seven years throughout 
her high school and college 
careers. Ms. Kondratuk 
is another addition to the 
staff at Northwest; she is 
a part-time member of the 
mathematics department. 
She has studied at Eastern 
Connecticut State University 
and is currently working 
in a Masters of Secondary 
Education Program at Saint 
Joseph College. These new 
teachers have adjusted well to 
the school and they have so 
much to offer the students of 
Northwest Catholic.

Ryan DeFranzo plays King Peter.

The trio makes the audience laugh. 

K
at

hl
ee

n 
C

on
ne

lly
 

Passages Passages                          NEWSNEWS November 2011 Page 3

Mrs. Godwin

M
ar

y 
D

en
ee

n

M
ar

y 
D

en
ee

n

Br
ia

n 
Po

ir
ie

r

Ms. Kondratuk Mrs. DeCresenzo

K
at

hl
ee

n 
C

on
ne

lly



NEWSNEWS November 2011Page 4

Passages Passages                        
By Logan Lawson

I never had the opportunity 
to develop the sense 
of community that is 
pertinent to a team or 
certain group through an 
outdoor experience, and I 
would recommend that if a 
particular group really 
wanted to mend 
bonds, then the 
camping that 
we did on 
the O.A.R.S. 
camping trip 
would suit 
the situation.  
On the trip, 
I learned a 
lot about the 
members of my 
HILL class that I 
would have never known 
if I wouldn’t have been a 
part of the experience; and 
the principles that helped 
me observe and discover 
new things about my fellow 
classmates were presented to 
me as soon as I stepped off of 
the bus, and into the jungle of 
the O.A.R.S. camping voyage. 
The fi ve commitments that 
were given at the beginning 
of the trip, (fun, participation, 
safety, communication, and 
leaving baggage behind) were 
evident in whatever activity 
that occurred, whether it was 
something simple as playing 
a game of wizards, giants 
and elves, or something more 
complex, such as taking 
a six mile hike along the 
Appalachian Trail. The fi rst 
commitment is fun. Fun is 
an opinion, and some things 
are more fun than others, 
and there were many parts of 

the trip that I considered to 
be fun, but one truly stands 
out. The high ropes course 
was something that I was 
skeptical of, as I entered the 
camp site for the fi rst time. I 
found myself questioning the 
entire process, and the more 

I thought about it, 
the more I 

wanted 
to just 

do 
it. 

This 
was 

the biggest 
fear of the 

trip, for me, it was the most 
intricate, which I found to 
be appealing. When the last 
day of the trip fi nally arrived, 
I knew that I just wanted 
to get this part of the trip 
successfully completed. As 
the route was explained, I 
was quite confi dent that I 
would be able to accomplish 
my goal of successfully 
completing the course, and as 
I watched the members of my 
class carry out the task, my 
confi dence grew even more. 
My confi dence though, as I 
found myself balancing across 
wires forty feet in the air was 
nowhere to be found. I was 
completely anxious about 
making it to the zip line and 
fi nishing what was in front 
of me. The support of the 
small team I had below me 
was all I had as a foundation, 
and they were all I needed. 

Soaring through the air on the 
zip line was unimaginably 
awesome, and I know that 
it is something that I will 
never forget from the trip. 
Coasting on a thin wire at that 
height and speed would be 
in essence, my defi nition of 
pure fun. Participation is the 
next commitment. Complete 
participation during the 
trip made the experience 
even greater. I loved that 
all of my classmates were 
open to try new activities, 
and were willing to try 
again when something 
went wrong. I have been 
in groups in which certain 
people decide that they do 
not want to participate in 
something if they don’t have 
to, or if they just don’t feel 
like doing it. I have been 
in groups in which people 
decide to quit, and leave other 
members in the group left to 
pick up the pieces. In these 
particular groups and teams, 
nothing positive ever gets 
accomplished, there is always 
one person’s negative 
energy that holds 
the entire group or 
team down. The 
members of my 
HILL class never 
quit, or decide 
to sit out an 
activity, and that 
is how ultimate 
trust was formed. 
I can only wish that 
the future teams and 
groups that I am a part 
of have members that have 
that same positive attitude 
and inner fortitude. From my 
perspective, safety was the 
most important commitment 

on the trip. To be safe, is to 
ultimately be happy. The idea 
of safety also goes a long with 
trust and communication, 
and if you didn’t understand 
that before the trip, by the 
end of it you would defi nitely 
understand. Communication 
is always important when 
working with others. On 
this camping trip, one of the 
fi rst things we did involved 
communication, but it was 
not verbal. The blind trust 
walk involved one person 
leading a blindfolded 
person through the 
twists and turns of 
the trail to the camp 
site. I was the leader 
fi rst, and the journey 
I took my person on 
was great. I had to lead 
Mary Deneen ‘12 through 
the trail. I came up with a 
system of letting Mary feel 
and put her feet on the certain 
obstacles that were ahead, 
and we completed her half of 
the trail. Then it was my time 
to be lead. I didn’t know who 

I would get to lead me, 
but I quite nervous 

because while 
leading 
Mary, I did 
see some of 
the “blind” 
people run 
into things 
that their 

leaders did not 
tell them about, 

or had trouble 
letting them know 

what they had to do to get 
around the object obstructing 
the path. As I was being 
lead, surprisingly, the person 
leading me used the same 

system I used with Mary. 
Only later in the activity 
would I learn that the person 
leading me was Mary Deneen! 
Leaving the baggage behind 
was the last commitment on 
the list. On an everyday basis, 
we all try not to judge others, 
and at times this can be quite 
challenging, but while on 
the trip everyone put a great 
effort into this commitment, 
which made the 
experience even greater. The 

community of people that 
was formed will always be 
memorable, and when these 
people come to mind, I can 
only think of great positive 
things that I wouldn’t 
want to leave behind. The 
O.A.R.S. camping trip 
was an experience that is 
incomparable to any other 
trip that I have ever had, and 
I hope that in the future I 
will have more expeditions 
focusing on group bonding. I 
know that whenever I become 
a leader of a certain group, 
whether it is a couple of 
years or even decades from 
now, I will want to share an 
experience like this with the 
members of that group. I 
think that trips like the one 
that I shared with my HILL 
class are what make the class 
triumphant. 

By Haley Derlinga 

The students in the ACTs 
class play a central and 
vital part in school life 
at Northwest. They are 
responsible for organizing 
the monthly Masses as well 
as many other activities 
throughout the school 
year. Throughout the class 
these students learn more 
about their faith and how 
to live it, often taking an 
active role in many service 
opportunities the school has 
to offer, including the ACTs 
Immersion. But where does 
it all begin? When does the 
ACTs class start being more 
than just a course taken at 
school? The class begins 
with the ACTs camping 
trip! Before the school year 
even starts, members of each 
semester-long ACTs class go 
on a three day camping trip at 
Indian Mountain Adventure 
in Lakeville CT. There were 
three camping trips in all, 
one for each semester of 
ACTs, as well as one for the 
HILL class, and all were part 
of the OARS program. Mrs. 
Gillespie explained the basic 
layout of each of the ACTs 
camping trips for me. The 

fi rst day consisted of trust 
building activities, setting 
up the camp, and other 
ways of getting to know one 
another. On the second day, 
students participated in the 
low elements ropes course 
challenges, all of which were 
very teamwork oriented. 
During the second night, a 
fi re-watch went on all night 
long. Every person took a 
turn watching the fi re by 
themselves in 30 minute 
shifts throughout the 
night. The third day was 
taken up with the high 
elements ropes course 
which, according to Mrs. 
Gillespie was “more 
individual, but still very 
much a team effort”. 
Prayer was also a very 
important part of the camping 
trip. Each day started with 
Morning Prayer and ended 
with evening prayer and an 
examination of moments 
throughout the day. Mrs. 
Gillespie told me that the 
weekend was focused on First 
Corinthians verse 13, our 
school theme for the year. The 
students also learned how 
to pray and different types 
of prayer that they would 
be using throughout the 

semester. “There was a great 
spirit in the students trying to 
become a loving community”, 
said Mrs. Gillespie about 
the entire trip, specifi cally 
the prayerfulness of it. The 
students of the ACTs class 
each had different parts of the 
camping trip that stayed with 
them. One aspect that many 
agreed upon was getting to 

know their classmates better. 
As Maebh Sheelan puts it, 
“getting to know new and 
different things about people 
I’ve known for three years 
but not been so close too.” 
Sarah Visintainer agrees 
that, “getting to know all of 
the people in my class on a 
deeper level than just passing 
in the hall” was one of her 

favorite parts. When asked 
what his favorite part was, 
Thomas Murphy summarized 
the feelings of many ACTs 
students well, “Camaraderie. 
I met a lot of people I did not 
know from prior experience, 
and also strengthened the 
friendships I already had.” In 
addition to getting to know 
one another better, the high 

ropes course was another 
popular activity of the 
camping trip. Hannah 
Shea responded, “My 
favorite part of the 
ACTs camping trip was 
the high ropes course 
because it looks scary 
at fi rst but once you are 
up there it is a blast!” 

Although she was nervous 
at fi rst, Caroline Carew said 

that, “After I completed this 
activity I was so proud of 
myself because heights scare 
me to death. Being 40 ft above 
the ground walking on a tight 
rope was very unsettling and 
I was debating whether or not 
to partake in this activity, but 
I could not be happier that I 
chose to do it!” Chris Lynch 
agrees, “It was exhilarating 
being 40 feet up in the air 
and zip lining down”. Many 
students also enjoyed the fi re-

HILL Class Bonds and Makes Memories on Outdoor Adventure

watch between the second 
and third days. Christian 
Murphy said that his favorite 
part was “keeping the fi re 
going during the fi re watch, I 
was the last one to watch over 
the fi re as it had been going 
on all night.” Bria Butler also 
liked “preserving the fi re” 
that night. While the trip 
consisted of a lot of fun and 
enjoyable activities, it was 
also a learning experience for 
the students. Kayla Kilgore 
said that, “I learned that 
to trust in others you must 
trust yourself. This was 
something that was enforced 
during the group through 
activities such as blindfolding 
a partner and going through 
the woods. We learned to 
trust each other and learned 
new things personally about 
ourselves.” Thomas Murphy 
added, “I learned to trust 
my classmates, which turned 
out to be very important for 
this class.”As Mrs. Gillespie 
had pointed out, prayer 
was very important on this 
retreat. Students like Meghan 
Kelly learned, “how to pray 
the correct way. I learned 
the steps to writing a prayer 
which I had never known 
before.”

The ACTS class poses for a quick 
picture during their summer 

camping trip.
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LEFT TO TELL

“I 
believe that 
God spared 
my life, but 

I’d learn 
during the 

91 days 
I spent 

trembling in 
fear with 

seven others in 
a closet-sized 
bathroom that 
being spared 

is much 
different from 
being saved.”

“I spent hours 
contemplating 
the meaning of 
a single word, 

such as 
forgiveness, 

faith, 
and 

hope.”  

“I’m 
putting my life in your hands, 

Jesus. . . keep your promise and 
take care of me.  I will keep my 
promise.  I will be your faithful 

daughter.”  

By Kathleen Connelly

The Northwest Catholic 
community has been given 
the enlightening opportunity 
to have Immaculée Ilibagiza, 
the Rwandan American writer 
of Left to Tell: Discovering 
God Amidst the Rwandan 
Holocaust, come to talk to 
the school.   A Rwandan 
genocide survivor, she wrote 
about her experiences of 

being hidden along with 
seven other women in a 
concealed bathroom of a 
neighborhood pastor.  When 
she was just a young girl, she 
was unaware of the ethnic 
injustice that was evident 
in her school’s roll call.  As 
she grew up, she realized 
what it meant to be a Tutsi, 
the minority ethnic group 
of Rwanda that was being 
targeted by the government 
and religious institutions.  
Her ethnicity prevented her 
from being able to go to the 
public high school, and her 
father had to sacrifi ce a part 
of his livestock to be able 
to fund her education at 
the less prestigious private 
school.  Eventually, because 
of her outstanding academic 
success, Immaculée was able 
to study at the University in 
Kigali, the capital of Rwanda.  
She was attending the school 
when the initial fi ghting 

began, only hours after the 
shooting down of the plane 
carrying the presidents of 
both Rwanda and Burundi.  
The Hutu extremists, called 
the Interahamwe, started 
pillaging towns and schools, 
killing neighbors and friends 
because of their ethnicity.  
The radio was taken over 
by the militia as well, and 
message to kill at any cost 
and eliminate the Tutsi 
population was spread all 
over.  She returned home to 
get away from the violence 
surrounding her school, and 
before she knew it, Tutsi 
neighbors and friends were 
hiding at her house, trying to 
escape the machetes that were 
just down the street.  
Immaculée, her brother, 
and her brother’s friend 
were able to escape to her 
pastor’s house, where the 
two boys were turned down, 
but Immaculée was given 
refuge.  She was able to hide 
amongst other women in 
a tiny concealed bathroom 
of the pastor, and she lived 
in these extremely tight 
quarters in complete silence 
for weeks.  The women had 
to experience the dangerous 
situation of being discovered 
at any moment, and listened 
to the screams of terror that 
rang through the window 
from those persecuted 
outside.  Over almost three 
months, the women learned 
to communicate through 
a means of sign 
language, and 
obeyed the 
strict rules 
of the 
pastor 
in 

order to be kept safe from the 
killers who would search the 
house on a routine basis.
During this time, Immaculée 
found that her only source of 
keeping peace within herself 

would be through prayer.  
She asked the pastor for a 
Bible, and ever since then 
she read it almost the entire 
day throughout her stay at 
that house.  She 
found 
that 

through the message of Christ 
in the Scriptures, she was 
able to fi nd a love for the 
people who had killed her 
family.  It was not easy, as she 
tells us many times.  She felt 

sometimes that the Devil was 
trying to force his way into 
her thoughts, but her devout 
belief in God helped her to 
overcome these temptations 
to hate and in turn, showed 
her what unconditional love 

and forgiveness truly were.  
After her time at this 

house, and being able 
to escape from there 
and being brought 
to a refugee camp, 

Immaculée was able 
to recover from the 
horrors of learning 
the fates of her 
family members.  

She did have one 
surviving brother, who 

was studying at a school 
outside of the country.
After the Rwandan 
Genocide, Immaculée 

made an effort to 
be a part of the 

rebuilding of her country.  
She met with the president of 
Rwanda, Paul Kagame, who 
led the Rwandan Patriotic 
Front to winning the war 
against the Hutu government 
and militia.  She never forgot 
what happened even after she 
moved to America and started 
a family there.  She started 
the Left to Tell Charitable 
Fund, which was established 
to support orphans of the 
Rwandan genocide.  She is 
also an orphan of the war, 
because both of her parents’ 
lives were taken by the killers.  
She also made a promise 
to write down everything 
that she remembered from 
the Holocaust so that the 
atrocities that occurred would 
not be forgotten by the world.  
She was able to grow in her 
Catholic faith throughout the 
experience, and also taught 

herself English so that she 
could communicate her story 

to others through this 
language.

We should thank 
Immaculée Ilibagiza 
for helping us 
understand Rwandan 

culture and history, 
but also how people 

can fi nd God in such 
desperate situations.  
Through her description 
and detail, readers could 

fully grasp the severity 
and danger that she was 
in during the holocaust.  

Since nothing like that has 
happened in this country, 
students and teachers should 
feel like it is of the utmost 
importance to be educated 
about genocides and wars 
because then we can learn 
from the mistakes of the past.   
This is an inspirational story 
of how faith can get someone 
through even the most 
diffi cult times, and that God 
has a plan for everyone.  
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The Class of 2015 Opens Us Up to the Wonderful World of Freshmen
What is the best part about 
being a freshman?

Making new friends.  – 
Brandon Piris

Everyone is so nice.  – 
Elizabeth O’Hara

Being able to say you are 
fi nally in high school.  – James 
Jordano

The chance to play in JV and 
Varsity games.  – Danny 
Keating

Free periods.  – Kevin 
Dudley

Having a locker near 
the cafeteria.  – Brendan 
Fahey

Going to the different 
sporting events.  – 
Eilish Flaherty

The sense of 
community.  – Kathryn 
Doyle

Experiencing a bigger 
school.  – Sarah Kosha

All of the new sights, 
sounds, and people.  
Seeing how everyone 
helps each other, no 
matter if you’re a 
freshman or a senior.  – 
Sean Oleasz

The freedom and free 
periods.  – Chiara 
Santavenere

It’s a fresh, new start 
with all new people.  – 
Logan Wolf

Because we are new to 
the school, the teachers 
are more understanding 
if we are late to class.  – 
Caitlin O’Sullivan

Fitting in.  – Michael 
Adanti

What is the worst 
part about being a 
freshman?

Adjusting to the 
new environment.  – 
Brandon Piris

HOMEWORK.  – Guadalupe 
Flores

Carrying all the athletic 
equipment.  – Anna Case

Having no idea where you 
are.  – Clarissa Green

Being the shortest and 
having to carry around your 
“freshman backpack.”  - 
Serena Frasco

Having to get the water 
during soccer practice.  – Nick 
Boccuzzi

Everybody calls me a 
“freshman.”  - Owen Tyler

Not knowing your way 

around.  – Fiona Travers

Adjusting to high school.  – 
Adam Vancisin

Being at the bottom of the 
totem pole for the rest of the 
year.  – Logan Wolf

Not really knowing a lot of 
people.  – Sofi a Giansiracusa

Adjusting to the new routine.  
– Evan Michalek

Being the new kids.  – Patrick 

McCormack

Having to get the water, 
soccer balls, cones, and 
pinnies at soccer practice.  – 
Caitlin O’Sullivan

Having to balance sports and 
school.  – Caitlin Nicholas

Having less privileges than 
the upper classmen.  – Tyler 
Noll

Having less time than last 
year to get to your next class.  
– Mary Buckley

Name someone who has 
made your fi rst weeks at 
Northwest Catholic easier.

Deacon Santos.  –  Guadalupe 
Flores

Mr. Dodd.  – Danny Keating
Sister Angela, who gave me 
directions on my fi rst day.  – 
Clarissa Green

My senior contact.  – Colleen 
Goroshko

Chris Allen.  – Christopher 
Caddle

My cousin, Julia Crawford 
and my sister, Stephanie 
Boccuzzi.  – Marino Boccuzzi

Marino and Nick Boccuzzi.  – 

Chris Allen

Brian Poirier, Nate McKenzie, 
and Joe Doyle.  – Kevin 
Dudley

Mrs. Doucette – she doesn’t 
get mad if you need to run to 
your locker to get something.  
– Brendan Fahey

Luke Foran.  – Sean Oleasz

Mr. Tyler.  – Owen Tyler

The upperclassmen on the 
cross country team.  – Adam 
Vancisin

Fiona Shea.  – Anna Mirabello

Becca Sierejko, Morgan 
Mencio, and EmmaKate 
Mortillaro.  – Anna Case

Mr. Carlson.  – Hunter Tralli
Kathleen Connelly. - Jillian 
Marena

K-Mac (Kathleen 
McCormack), my sister.  – 
Patrick McCormack

Charlie Quinn.  – Caitlin 
O’Sullivan

Maeve Walsh.  – Carly Walsh

What is the funniest/most 
embarrassing thing that has 
happened to you at NWC?

Running into a pole at the 
fi rst night football game.  – 
Delano Robinson

Anytime I stumbled because 
of my dress shoes on the tile.  
– James Jordano

I chased a person down the 
hall yelling her name when it 
wasn’t who I thought it was.  
–Kathleen Craig

I keep running into other 
people in the halls.  – Colleen 
Goroshko

I couldn’t open my locker.  –
Christopher Caddle

I told the offi ce I couldn’t 
get my locker open and 
when they opened it for me 
I fi gured out it wasn’t my 

locker.  – Marino Boccuzzi

My friend opened my 
backpack to put something in 
it for me and everything fell 
out.  – Tait Becker

Bringing the wrong books to 
class.  – Kathryn Doyle

Getting high fi ves from 
Cory Christina.  – Chiara 
Santavenere

Spilling my water out of my 
water bottle all over the fl oor 

during Spanish class.  – 
Elijah Riley

Forgetting my locker 
combination fi ve times.  
– Leon Babcock

Falling out of my desk 
by accident.  – Errol 
Alexander III

Falling in the hallway.  
– Anna Mirabello

Trying to open another 
girl’s locker many 
times thinking it was 
mine.  – Molli Carr

Walking and sitting 
down in the wrong 
classroom.  – John 
Adamidis

Not being able to fi nd 
my classes.  – Hope 
Vaughn

None of your business.  
– Mia Christie

My locker jamming 
twice in one day.  – 
Mackenzie Collyer

What is the funniest/
most embarrassing 
thing that you have 
witnessed at NWC?

My friend tripped over 
a backpack and fell.  – 
Serena Frasco

I was half-way through 
a class and someone 
stood up and said, “I’m 
in the wrong class,” 
then walked out.  – Alli 
Coffey

My friend tripped in the 
cafeteria during lunch.  – 
Angela Miguel

Watching my friends dance at 
the freshman dance.  – Owen 
Tyler

Seeing someone drop all his 
books.  – Marco Torelli

I haven’t seen anything yet.  – 
Sofi a Giansiracusa

Seeing two kids do push-ups 
in the middle of Spanish class.  
– Halye Connors

Seeing someone open their 
locker and it hitting them in 
the face.  – Cameron Young
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If you could be anyone else 
at Northwest for a day, who 
would you be, and why?

Andrew Selig: Anyone that 
works in a room with an air 
conditioner.

David Blackwell: Mr. 
Callahan. I’d love to just yell 
and scream at the students all 
day.

Sarah Visintainer: Mr. 
Williamson, so I could be on 
the other end of the demerit 
giving and distance workout. 

Cara Watts: Mrs. Adamo 
because she’s the sweetest 
lady!

What would people be 
surprised to learn about you?

AS: Last summer I broke my 
ankle playing wiffl e ball.

DB: I really like doing math.

CW: I don’t dot my lower 
case I’s. 

If you were stranded on a 
desert island, who would 
you want to be stranded 
with, and why?

AS: Gilligan, the Skipper and 
all of them; they’ve had some 
practice.

DB: My friends so we could 
laugh before we starve to 
death.

SV: One of those M&M guys; 
they would be good company 
until I got hungry.

What words of wisdom do 
you live by?

AS: “The most wasted of all 
days is one without laughter.” 
-E.E. Cummings

DB: “Don’t give up, don’t 
ever give up.” -Jimmy V. 

SV: Live, laugh, love

CW: “Better to remain silent 
and thought a fool than to 
speak out and remove all 

doubt.” -Mark Twain.

What three things could you 
not live without?

AS: My cell phone, laptop, 
and drum set.

DB: Food, juice, and other 
people (don’t want to get 
lonely).

SV: Laughter, God, and a hair 
elastic.

CW: Chocolate chip cookies, 
music, and Macintosh apples.

Who or what always makes 
you laugh?

AS: Modern Family

DB: Not P.J. Edwards. Not 
funny at all!

CW: People who try to be 
really serious when there is 
no need to be. It cracks me up.

What would be the fi rst thing 
you would do if you won 10 
million dollars?

AS: Rub it in Taylor Selig’s 
face.

DB: Buy a new red truck.

SV: Ask what I did to win it.

CW: Open my own art gallery 
with interesting paintings, 
photos, and sculptures.

What annoys you the most?

AS: Taking a left turn out of 
Northwest after school.

DB: When my little brother 
drinks all the juice in the 
house.

SV: Giving up.

CW: When my dad asks me 
to watch golf with him, and I 
end up watching it.

What would be your 
personal theme song?

AS: “Piano Man” – Billy Joel.

DB: I’m not a superhero, I 
don’t need a theme song.

SV: “Just keep swimming” 
–Dory. 

CW: “High and Dry” –
Radiohead. Not because the 
song relates to me, but just 
because the melody and 
everything about Radiohead’s 
music is simply beautiful. 

What would your fi rst action 
as President of the United 
States be?

AS: I would make education 
a more substantial topic for 
government reform.

DB: I would change all the 
water fountains to Kool-Aide. 
Needs to happen.

SV: Take a day off, It might 
be the last one I get for at least 
4 years. 

CW: I thought about this 
question, and I honestly have 
no idea.

What movie could you watch 
over and over again, and 
why?

AS: Caddyshack. It never gets 
old to me.

DB: Incredibles. It’s the best 
one.

CW: A Christmas Story. It’s a 
classic that should be watched 
over and over again during 
the holidays.

If the whole world were 
listening, what would you 
say?

AS: You are an example, be a 
good one.

DB: Stop fi ghting. It’s not 
good.

SV: “Hello, I hope you all 
understand English.”

CW: See with your own eyes 
and feel with your own heart.

If you could ask God any one 
question, what would it be?

AS: Why isn’t there peace in 
the world?

DB: What’s heaven like?

SV: What can I do for you to 
repay all you have done for 
me?

If you could have only one 
food for the rest of your life 
(assuming that this strange 
situation would not affect 
your health), which food 
would you choose?

AS: BBQ chicken pizza

DB: Twizzlers

SV: Chocolate Mousse

CW: Cheeseburger with BBQ 
sauce

If you could hear what 
someone is thinking for a 
day, who would you choose, 
and why?

AS: My international students 
to see what they really think 
of me. 

DB: Dr. Luddy. The man 
is a genius. It would be 
interesting to hear what he 
was thinking.

CW: If Jim Morrison was alive 
I would love to understand 
his thought process.

What is your greatest 
ambition in life?

AS: To have a life fi lled with 
happiness and laughter.

DB: To be a good person, 
student, and athlete.

SV: Become a pharmacist so I 
can help others.

CW: I’ll go with the classic 
“travel around the world” 
answer.

Who is your hero, and why?

AS: Neil Pearl of Rush, I wish 
I could play drums like him.

DB: My mom because 
she will always be 
there for me.

CW: Ralph Waldo 
Emerson because he 
was an independent 
and followed what he 
believed.

If you could live 
anywhere in the 
world, where would 
you live?

AS: Hawaii

DB: Florida. Love the 
weather.

SV: The shore of anywhere.

CW: In Vermont near a 
walking trail. Basically any 
harmonious place.

If you could manage any 
professional sports team, 
what would you choose?

AS: Boston Bruins

DB: L.A. Lakers

SV: The Steelers

CW: Any hockey team 
because that’s the only sports 
I fi nd entertaining to watch. 

What would be the title of 
your autobiography be?

AS: The Autobiography of 
Andrew Selig

DB: Dave

SV: AP Bio Survivor; An 
Endangered Species
 
CW: The Life of Cara Watts

What magazine do you 
always look forward to 
getting in the mail?

AS: Modern Drummer

DB: I don’t get any magazines 
but it would be Sports 
Illustrated.

CW: I don’t read magazines, 

but I order random books 
off Amazon, and it’s pretty 
exciting when they come in 
the mail!

What random fact are you 
most proud to know?

AS: Snapple facts aren’t 
always true.

SV: In a lifetime, you will 
eat 60,000 pounds of food. 
That is the same weight as 6 
elephants. 

CW: A wild fi g tree in South 
Africa has roots reaching 400 
feet.

Inside Out:  David Blackwell, Mr. Selig, Sarah Visintainer, and Cara Watts
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By Gina Bettencourt

During the last week of 
August, Americans up and 
down the East Coast were 
preparing for Hurricane 
Irene.  For most people in 
Connecticut, this meant 

obtaining many new supplies.  
Stores were crowded the 
entire week as residents 
searched for cases of water, 
nonperishable food items, 
and generators.  By the time 
Sunday, August 28, 2011, 
came, many people were left 
unprepared because of their 

lack of hurricane necessities.  
The thunderstorms and 
enormous amounts of rain 
caused fl ooding in most parts 
of the state.  Where there were 
once roads, now stood rivers.  
The destructive hurricane 
winds caused many old trees 

to fall.  This caused problems 
for people trying to get out 
of their houses, as many trees 
fell across driveways, roads, 
and highways.  Throughout 
Connecticut, power outages 
were plaguing residents.  
Nearly 500,000 houses were 
left without power, ranging 

from a few hours to a few 
days.  This caused many 
people to live with what 
they had in their houses 
because there was no way to 
leave homes to retrieve new 
supplies.  The aftermath of the 
hurricane negatively affected 

work offi ces and schools 
the following Monday.  
Workers could not go 
into the offi ce because 
their cars might have 
been underwater or 
trees across the roads 
they usually took to 
work.  The fi rst day 
of school all over the 
state was delayed a 
day.  This allowed 
teenagers, children, 
and parents to try and 
recuperate after being 
stuck without food or 
power for twenty-four 
hours.  The next few 
days were fi lled with 
many problems.  The 
drainage systems were 
not correctly emptying 
the streets of water.  
Many streets were 
fl ooded and thousands 
of people were still 
without power.  The lack 

of power led to many people 
having to waste their food 
that would not have been 
spoiled otherwise.  However 
horrible the weather was, 
it did not keep Northwest 
students from returning to 
the fi rst full day of school on 
August 30.

Hurricane Irene Wreaks Havoc on the Northeast

 
Hurricane Irene caused much damage along the Connecticut shoreline.
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By Stephanie Figueroa

On October 5, 2011 Apple 
lost a creative genius and its 
founder: Steve 
Jobs. He was 
an amazing 
human being 
and Apple will 
forever keep his 
spirit alive in the 
company.  He 
passed away in 
his home in Palo 
Alto, California 
at the age of 56. 
He passed away 
from respiratory 
arrest with 
a metastatic 
pancreas 
neuroendocrine 
tumor as the 
underlying 
cause. He was 
an American 
of Swiss and 
German decent. 
Surprisingly, 
he was put up 
for adoption. 
However, he 
benefi ted from 
this adoption 
because his 
adoptive 
father taught him about 
rudimentary electronics and 
how to work with his hands. 
Not many know but he once 
was the chief executive of 
Pixar Animation Studios. 
He is credited in the movie 
Toy Story and was the CEO 
and a majority shareholder 
at 50.1 percent of Pixar. The 

Walt Disney Company then 
took over but Jobs was the 
largest shareholder and 
was a member of Disney’s 

Board of Directors. In the late 
1970s, he and his cofounders, 
designed and developed the 
fi rst commercially successful 
line of personal computers 
called the Apple II Series. 
This computer basically takes 
up half of your desk space 
and no teenager would want 
it now-a-days. He became 

the permanent CEO of the 
company in 2000, and he led 
the invention of the iPod, 
iPhone, and iPad. The 

sales for these 
electronics shot 
through the 
roof. Before be 
passed away, 
he launched 
the iPhone 4s, 
which already 
has broken the 
record for pre-
sales, reaching 
over one million. 
Sadly Steve 
Jobs suffered 
from pancreatic 
cancer, and 
battled with the 
cancer for eight 
years. He was 
recently having 
problems and 
had to take three 
medical leaves. 
At that point 
he decided to 
resign his CEO 
position and 
was elected 
chairman of 
Apple’s Board 
of Directors. 
Everyone 

describes him as a visionary, 
a pioneer, and a genius. After 
all the technological advances 
that he accomplished, the 
word genius, defi nitely 
describes him. It is said 
that the iPhone 5 was 
not launched because the 
company decided to have the 
iPhone 4s stand for “4 Steve.”

Steve Jobs: A Titan to be Remembered

Apple generation remembers Steve Jobs.
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By Alexander Mortillaro

For the last decade, the 
University of Connecticut 
has been the center of the 
college basketball universe.  
UCONN has made all sorts 
of headlines, ranging from 
national championships to 
NCAA recruiting violations.  
The most recent publicity 
surrounding the university 
has not been about the men’s 
national championship 
victory last year, but 
about their newest, prized 
recruit: Andre Drummond. 
Drummond is a 6’11,” 275 
pound “man child.”  He was 
born in New York and later 
moved to nearby 
Middletown, 
Connecticut.  
Growing up, 
he was always 
considered the 
next big thing in 
basketball.  The 
combination 
of size and 
athleticism 
makes him a 
fi rst class recruit 
for any college 
in America.  He 
was regarded 
as many as the 
number one 
player in the class 
of 2012.  This is 
where the trouble 
starts. Initially, 
Drummond had 
intended to do 
a post-grad year 
at Wilbraham 
& Monson 
Academy in 
Massachusetts.  
On August 26, 
2011, Drummond 
tweeted: “It’s 
offi cial I’m 
heading to the university of 
Connecticut to be a husky 
this year! Do I hear #repeat 
#huskyfam @aoriakhi34.”  
Yes, this was great news 
for Husky fans across the 
state but it also presented 
the university with a unique 
predicament. Due to past 
NCAA infractions and poor 
academics, the men’s team 
had to cut the number of 
scholarships down from 
thirteen to ten.  As of August 
26, every one of those 
scholarships was occupied. 
The question then became: 
how does Drummond get 
the scholarship, if there are 
none available?  Fortuately 
for the Huskies, Michael 
Bradley was willing to 
forfeit his scholarship and 
by doing so would enable 
Drummond to be one of 
the ten scholarship players. 
Immediately following this 
event, arguments began 
to spew from Connecticut 
citizens. Some argued that 
Drummond did not deserve 
the scholarship and that 
this was “low” move by the 
institution.  The supporters 
of this argument point to the 
ethics of this “transaction.”  
Why should Drummond get 
a scholarship from another 
player, and then that player 

(Michael Bradley) receive 
fi nancial aid to attend the 
University of Connecticut?  
Many people would say 
that the only reason this 
was made possible was 
because that it involved the 
esteemed basketball program.  
Prospective students would 
argue that they need the 
fi nancial aid that Bradley 
received but since they are 
not part of the basketball 
program they will not receive 
it.  All sorts of questions 
surround this arguably 
unsavory situation. From the 
athletic departments point of 
view, accepting Drummond 
was the only option.  In this 

much-corrupted collegiate 
sports world, college athletics 
has become a business.  
Universities are only worried 
about making money.  The 
only way to make money is 
by having good programs 
that can compete for 
championships year in and 
year out.  Everyone in the 
country would agree that by 
adding Drummond, UCONN 
increased their chances of 
repeating immensely.  Any 
other coach would have 
pulled that same strings 
that Calhoun pulled to get 
Drummond on the team.  
The university might have 
seen championships in their 
future when Drummond 
came aboard, but they most 
defi nitely saw dollars signs 
as well. Unfortunately, this 
is what sports have come to 
today.  College presidents 
and coaches not about the 
life development of their 
students/players, but about 
the most profi table move 
the institution can make.  
UCONN’s season is looking 
very promising but at the 
same time the ethics behind 
that sports program has 
been brought in to question 
because of its willingness to 
get the best players at any 
cost.

Viewpoints On Drummond

Andre is bringing his talent to UCONN.
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By Emily Kearney

The girls’ volleyball team is 
looking promising this year. 
With an early record of 3-3-
0, the Indians are 
starting the season 
off strong with early 
wins against Conard, 
New Britain and 
Northwestern. This 
can be attributed to 
good teamwork and 
strong leadership 
from the two senior 
captains Taylor Selig 
and Mary Deneen. 
Including Taylor 
and Mary, there 
are ten seniors on 
the Varsity team this year, 
many of whom have played 
volleyball for four years, 
giving the girls a solid and 
experienced team. As Captain 
Taylor Selig said, “We are 
not even halfway through the 
season and we are already 
working well together. Our 
ultimate goal is states.” The 
Indians have a new coach this 
year as well. Coach Jeanne 
DiGiacomo is a UCONN 
graduate and is helping the 
team reach its full potential. 
The three early wins for 
the Indians is impressive 
considering how challenging 
the CCC West is, especially 
for volleyball. Despite the 
obvious challenge of playing 

schools that are almost three 
times the size of Northwest, 
the Indians have a positive 
attitude, especially captain 
Mary Deneen who said, “We 

hope to beat teams we lost 
to last year”. It looks like the 
Indians are already achieving 
that goal, avenging losses to 
Conard and New Britain from 
last year. The Farmington 
and Southington games this 
season proved to be diffi cult, 
as well as an earlier loss to 
Northwestern. Despite the 
losses the team continues to 
battle led by some key players 
that aided in the team’s 
early success. Two strong 
leaders are Junior Sarah 
Gillespie, an offensive hitter, 
and Senior Captain Taylor 
Selig, libero, who holds up 
the defense. Captain Mary 
Deneen, middle hitter, and 
Senior Katie Beaule, setter, 

help keep the team together 
and playing well. The Junior 
Varsity and Freshman teams 
are also starting the season off 
well; Junior Varsity is led by 

Junior Meghan Healey 
and Sophomores 
Grace Deneen and 
Rachel Poirier. 
With hard games 
coming up later 
in the season, the 
Indians are practicing 
harder than ever. 
Also, having a new 
coach this year has 
given the team a 
fresh start and the 
effort displayed by 

the captains and the 
many seniors on the team 
to make this season the best 
it can be is apparent. This 
new attitude is refl ected in 
their slogan this year which 
is “New Year, New Look, 
New Attitude.” The Indians 
are hoping to turn this 
fall season into something 
they can remember forever 
by making it to the State 
Tournament seeing as they 
are already ranked in the 
top twenty-fi ve teams in 
Class S out of almost fi fty 
teams. The entire school 
wishes the girls luck in their 
season. Support the girls in 
their upcoming games by 
coming out and watching 
them play.

New Year, New Look, New Attitude

By Kathryn Beaule

For the Northwest Catholic 
Football team, this season 
has started off unlike any 
other. Within the fi rst few 
weeks, they managed to 
make a splash in the local 
media, beginning with 
Anthony Carter ’12 receiving 
WFSB’s Athlete of the Week. 
The team’s running back 
was awarded with this title 
after rushing for a school 
record of 325 yards and two 
touchdowns in a win over 
Platt. The acknowledgements 
for this prospective team only 
continued when they were 
voted as NBC’s Game of the 
Week against Bloomfi eld. 
NBC’s Game of the Week is 
a competition between four 
games that is voted upon by 
students, fans, and others.
This highly anticipated 
game was scheduled for 
Friday September 30th, but 
thunder and lightning cut 
the game short near the 
end of the fi rst quarter with 
NWC leading 14-0 over 
Bloomfi eld. The game was 
then rescheduled for October 
3rd at 6pm where the score 
remained 14-0 until late in the 
third quarter. It was only late 
in the game that Bloomfi eld’s 
offense began to attack with 
and a variety of short passes 
quickly brought the score to 
14-13. Tyler Calitri ‘12 broke 
away from the Bloomfi eld 
defense and got a touchdown 
just before the end of the 
third quarter to make the lead 

21-13. Although the Indian 
defense maintained pressure 
throughout much of the 
fourth quarter, Bloomfi eld 
was able to tie the game 21-21 
with less than 5 minutes left. 
Thus, the game was forced 
into overtime and Anthony 
Carter got Northwest in 
the lead again 
as he was able 
to rush for the 
fi rst touchdown 
of OT. After 
converting the 
extra point, the 
Indians led 28-21 
but on 4th and 5, 
Bloomfi eld scored 
and was able to 
get the 2-point 
conversion as 
well. With no 
further scoring 
from NWC, the 
Indians came up 
short one point to 
the Warhawks 
with the fi nal score being 29-
28.
Despite this loss, the team 
had managed to win three 
other games against teams 
such as Platt (33-14), Weaver 
(52-0), and Tolland (42-0). 
The team worked hard to get 
ready for big wins such as 
these by enforcing a rigorous 
pre-season schedule. Due 
to school renovations, the 
weight room was closed for 
most of the summer and so 
the boys helped themselves 
by working out on their own 
and utilizing the school’s 
track and fi elds. Being 

together so much before the 
season really helped the guys 
to gel and to come into this 
year feeling like a family. 
With thirteen seniors and a 
fair amount of juniors, this 
2012 team knows that this is 
the year to make it to states. 
As the team demonstrates 

true dedication, commitment, 
and experience, Captains Wes 
Hopkins ’12, Nick Gaynor 
’13, Maleek Riley ’12, and 
Tyler Calitri ’12 feel their 
teammates’ desire to win 
every day. Their slogan, 
#One Goal, motivates them 
throughout everything they 
do. “We all stick together, 
push each other to work 
harder, and stick up for each 
other,” says Captain Calitri. 
“We have the talent and 
desire to win, which helps 
us a lot.” And this focus and 
concentration does not just 
limit itself to the fi eld. It goes 

beyond to the classroom 
where the boys are pushed 
to do their best in their 
academics as well. 
While also being a counselor 
at Northwest Catholic, Head 
Coach Mike Tyler often 
stresses to the boys that 
school comes before football. 

Despite his passion 
for the game, 
Coach Tyler 
knows that above 
all, football is just 
a privilege and 
that his players 
need to exceed in 
their academics 
fi rst. One way 
he enforces this 
ideal is with the 
rule that any 
player below a 
3.2 GPA must be 
in the library or 
resource room 
every free period 

to ensure that they 
are getting their work done. “I 
want my boys to continue to 
improve as athletes, students, 
and responsible and caring 
individuals,” says Tyler. “This 
fi ne group of young men is 
always learning what it takes 
to be champions in life”.
Another person who helps the 
boys become true champions 
on the fi eld is  Coach Mike 
Lenz, who is the team’s 
defensive coordinator. 
Lenz pushes the D-line 
to be unstoppable as he 
coaches players such as Wes 
Hopkins ’12, Maleek Riley 
‘12, Marcus Anderson ’12, 

and PJ Edwards ’13 on their 
outstanding coverage. Coach 
Rapport, the team’s new head 
coach of the line, and fellow 
coaches Coach Ring, Coach 
Moran, Coach Bienemann, 
and Coach Martin are also 
key instruments in the 
team’s success this year. 
Their passion for the game 
motivates the players and 
prepares them for some of 
their most exciting future 
games, such as their matches 
against Berlin and Plainville. 
 With a current record of 3-1, 
the boys hope to continue 
their strong start to the 
season in all their upcoming 
games. They continue to 
strengthen their offense with 
players such as Anthony 
Carter ’12, Jalen Lollar 
’12, and Nick Gaynor ’13, 
who constantly fi ght to put 
points on the board. Feeding 
these receiving players is 
quarterback and corner Tyler 
Calitri ’12, who uses his 
outstanding ability to read 
the fi eld to lead some key 
plays on both defense and 
offense. The Indians also 
utilize their excellent kicker, 
Christian Farrell ’12, as a key 
weapon for continuous points 
throughout their games. 
With so many seniors to 
contribute to the success and 
underclassmen pulling their 
weight as well, this team’s 
focus on their #One Goal is 
a threat for all opponents as 
they look to take their talents 
to the state playoffs, where 
they hope to succeed and 
become champions. 

Rebuilt Football Team Strives To Fulfi ll Their One Goal, To Win

By Sarah Gillespie
 
Cross Country involves 
sprinting up hills, running 
through woods, braving 
muddy trails and enduring all 
types of weather-and that’s 
if you are only a spectator! 
In order to truly experience a 
cross country race, a devoted 
fan must zip from vantage 
point to vantage point by 
the shortest possible route in 
the hopes of arriving a few 
seconds before the runner 
does. Often, the spectators 
seem to be more tired than 
the runners at the end of their 
fi ve kilometer race! This is a 
testament to the hard work 
of the athletes who make 
three miles seem like a walk 
in the park. However, as they 
will tell you, it is not as easy 
as it seems. Their warm-up 
routine before a race seems 
like a mini-workout in itself. 
Hill repeats and track work 
are also in their repertoire. 
For other sports, running is 
a form of punishment that 
is often dreaded or avoided. 
Yet, the Girl’s Cross Country 
Team still manages to have a 
great time during the season. 
They know how to keep 
even the longest of runs fun 
through great companionship 
and interesting routes. A 
popular destination is the 
water fountain by the West 
Hartford Reservoir. After 

over a three mile, uphill 
climb to the spot, the girls 
can refresh themselves before 
turning around and heading 
back to school. Apparel is a 
large part of the girl’s efforts 
to keep the strenuous sport 
fun. On meet days, one can 
easily spot a cross country 
runner by her tie-dyed 
shirt and matching socks. A 
recently established tradition 
also includes dressing up 
for the Class S State Meet. 
Last year’s team was easily 
the best dressed at the 
notoriously hilly Wickham 
Park, and, according to 
Sarah Visintainer, this year’s 
team will not disappoint.  
Lead by Senior Captains 
Sarah Visintainer, Katherine 
Schwartz and Leanne 
Oleasz, the girl’s team is 
easily as competitive in their 
races as they are in their 
accessorizing of the uniform. 
The team returned many 
of its top runners from last 
year including Bitty Lathrop 
and Haley Derlinga who 
consistently run in the top 
seven for the team. Captain 
Sarah Visintainer sums up 
Girl’s Cross Country perfectly 
when she says, “the best part 
of Cross Country is meeting 
new friends and working 
together to reach a common 
goal by encouraging each 
other to achieve success and 
reach the state tournament.”

 X-Country Runs Well

Sarah Gillespie ‘13 spikes the ball.
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Senior Christian Farrell runs his route.
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By Elizabeth O’Neill

The 2011 girls’ varsity 
soccer team opened the 
2011 season strongly on 
Thursday September 15th with 
a 7-0 victory against New 
Britain. The girls, who have 
demolished their adversaries 
in the past several 
seasons, are thus far 
on track to perform 
at least as well, if 
not better, than 
they did last year. 
Madeline Domingo 
’12, a senior on the 
varsity girls’ soccer 
team, could not be 
more proud to be 
a part of the team. 
“We have a lot of 
young talent – something that 
almost everyone says but not 
everyone actually means. On 
this team, the underclassmen 
are amazing.” Young talent 
has fueled the NWC girls’ 
soccer team for several years, 
and the girls are taking the 
momentum and running 
with it. They have not lost a 
game this season, and thanks 
to the team’s two freshmen 
and many sophomores, in 
addition to the juniors who 
will take leadership roles next 
year, the next few seasons 
are looking good, too. Of 
particular note is standout 
sophomore Michelle Medina 
’14, one of the team’s strikers, 
who has proved to be one of 
the team’s assets. Her twin 

sister, Nicole Medina ’14 is 
also a force to be reckoned 
with, challenging opponents, 
including cross-town rivals 
Conard High School and 
Hall High School, and 
matching her sister’s ability 
and agility. Along with the 
Medina twins, Annie Higgins 
’13, Jess Fontaine ’13, and 
Madison Borowiec ’15, a 
freshman who has started the 
majority of games and has 
emerged as an immensely 
valuable player, have 
also scored for Northwest 
Catholic. The defensive line-
up, inclusive of co-captain 
Morgan Mencio ’12, Emily 
Kearney ’13, Maggie Rose ’14, 
and Cathy Higgins ’13, has 
worked tirelessly to prevent 
opponents from reaching 
goalkeeper and co-captain 
Becca Sierejko ’12. Of course, 
Sierejko, a standout player 
both in and out of the goal, 
has only failed to prevent 

Early Success For Soccer

Athlete of the Season : Anthony Carter

three goals the entire season, 
and has notched an incredible 
number of shutouts, amazing 
NWC soccer Superfans. The 
most outstanding example 
of the unity demonstrated 
by the team was the riveting 
game against Farmington 
High School on September 

19th. Played under the lights 
at Tunxis Meade, the game 
was a hard-fought battle that 
appeared to have no end 
in sight until the middle of 
the second half, when the 
team was granted a penalty 
kick after Madison Borowiec 
’15 was taken down inside 
Farmington’s box. Jess 
Fontaine ’13, a powerhouse 
striker who wowed the 
school as a freshman full of 
ambition and varsity-level 
talent, took the penalty kick, 
advancing the score 1-0, 
Northwest Catholic. The team 
fought gallantly through the 
remaining twenty minutes 
of the game, with Jenna 
Jordano ’13, Emily Kearney 
’13, and Morgan Mencio ’12 

anchoring the defense. 
Becca Sierejko ’12 did not 
disappoint, either – the 
goalkeeper notched her 
second shutout of the year, 
but humble as ever, said “I 
just played. And we won!” 
They desire to win every 
single game, with their 
coach Todd Sadler keeping 
the girls organized on and 
off the fi eld. The Medina 

twins do an exceptional job 
of taking over the middle of 
the fi eld, along with junior 
Emily Kearney. The Indians 
have few weaknesses, as they 
are strong up top as well, 
with EmmaKate Mortillaro 
‘12 and Jessica Fontaine ‘13. 
It’s an incredibly diffi cult task 
to stop the goal scoring 4-3-3 
formation. With the attacks 
going through the strong 
middle of the fi eld, it’s even 
hard to take the ball from the 
Indians. With past success 
in the state tournament, the 
team is looking to mirror 
that success, if not doing 
better. Senior captain Morgan 
Mencio explains their season 
perfectly; “We have so many 
exceptionally skilled players, 
but it took us the fi rst few 
games to really hit our stride, 
and we hope to have playoff 
success as this is one of our 
strongest teams that we have 
had at Northwest.”

By Elizabeth O’Neill

The Northwest Catholic Girls’ 
Varisty Field Hockey team 
began the fall 2011 season 
with a disappointing but 
hard-fought 1-2 loss against 
Southington High School, a 
tough opponent. However, 

the team was relentless and 
refused to give up. Three 
days later, against Fermi 
High School, the team rallied 
behind senior captains Kayla 
Kilgore ’12 and Cara Watts 
’12, the team’s senior leaders, 
and battled the odds even 
more fi ercely than they had 
on September 13th against 
Southington. Unfortunately, 
the girls lost 1-2, but the fi eld 
hockey team played with 
amazing unity, and the one 
goal, scored by Madison 
Mortillaro ’14 with an assist 

by Lauren Callahan ’13, was 
“beautiful,” as one observer 
mused. On September 20th, 
enthused by their cohesion 
during the game against 
Fermi, the Northwest Catholic 
Girls’ Field Hockey team 
pulled together for a 2-0 
win against Wethersfi eld 
High School, thus starting 
a winning streak that lasted 
for three games. In these 
three games, the team 
made up for lost time. 
Emily Czjakowski ’15, who 
plays in goal, recorded 
three shutouts. Madison 
Mortillaro ’14, star on the 
offensive line, scored 3 
goals, Hope Vaughn ’15 
scored 2 goals, and Jessica 
Jordano ’15, Grace Hayes ’15, 
and junior co-captain Julia 
Crawford ’13 each scored 

one goal. The freshman and 
sophomore classes clearly 
compose a large portion 
of the team, but juniors 
and seniors are not to be 
forgotten. Amanda Waltman 
’13 and Julia Crawford ’13, 
junior co-captains on the 
varsity team, play each game 
with an unbelievable and 
unsurpassable amount of 
energy, motivation, and skill. 
Says Crawford ’13: “Our 
team this year has had great 
camaraderie and it shows 
on the fi eld. The freshmen 

and the returning players 
have brought a new spirit 
to the team that has brought 
us some great victories that 
surpass our previous records. 
We are looking forward to 
the rest of the season and are 
hoping to qualify for the state 
tournament as we improve.” 
Indeed, the team has been 
getting better day by day. 
Senior co-captain Cara Watts 
’12, and Emily Stanwick ’13 
are both integral players who 
push themselves continually 
in order to achieve on behalf 
of the team. Watts ’12, who 
has been playing Varsity 
Field Hockey for all four 
years of her education at 
Northwest Catholic, has 
partnered with her senior 
co-captain to not only play 
well on the fi eld, but also 
to serve as role models for 
the underclassmen, offering 
advice and skill tips and 
playing with heart and 
intensity. Although their 
current record is 5-5, the girls 
team is convinced that by 
following captains Watts ’12, 
Kilgore ’12, Waltman ’13, and 
Crawford ’13, in addition to 
capitalizing upon the young 
talent on the team, this season 
will not be a disappointment. 
the team is looking to 
fi nd success in the  State 
Tournament this year. 

Field Hockey Starts Well this Season

Sophomore Michelle Medina holds off defenders. 
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Annie Higgins ‘13 plays the ball. 
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By Nicholas Italia

Anthony Carter, a stand 
out athlete in Football has 
worked hard to achieve his 
success at running back on 
and off the fi eld. Carter has 
played strongly the fi rst half 
of the season, and looks to 
help his teammates make it 
to the playoffs. 

Do you do other sports or 
do you focus primarily on 
Football?

I do track and fi eld but 
football is the sport that I 
really focus on.
 
If you could sum up your 
NWC Football experience 
in one word, what would 
it be and why?
                
Perseverance, because 
freshman year I didn’t play 
running back, but I kept 
working hard to beat the 
other guys out of the position 
and now I have started at 
that position on the varsity 
level for two years.
 
What is your most 
memorable moment in your 
NWC Football career? 
                
The Platt game when I set 

the school record for most 
rushing yards in a game. 325 
yards
 
How has your athletic career 
at NWC infl uenced you as a 
person?
                
It had infl uenced me to 
keep pushing no matter the 

circumstances and to always 
do my best in whatever I do.
 
Do you intend to play 
football in college? If so, 
what level? 

I do plan on playing in college 
on either D1-AA or D2.
 

What is your favorite part 
about Football? 
               
The sense of the team being a 
family.

Who has had the most 
positive infl uence on your 
football career? 
                
My mother has because she 
doesn’t hesitate to tell me if 
I had a bad game and how I 
can improve on the mistakes 
I make.
 
Has football taught you 

any important lessons 
that you can apply to the 
rest of your life?
                
Always work hard in the 
things you do and to not 
give up.
 
How has Football had a 
positive effect on your 
high school career?

I feel that by being on the 
team I have gained a lot of 
friends on and off the fi eld.
 
What is the best part about 
football? 
                
Teamwork, and scoring as 
a team. 
 
Any other facts for the 
mini-bio? 

All my achievements should 
be credited to my linemen. I 
wouldn’t be able to do well 
without them.
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Madison Mortillaro ‘14 hits the ball. 
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Passages Passages                        

By Nicholas Italia

“The cheerleading season is 
going great. The girls show a 
lot of potential as we cheer on 
our boys in every football and 
basketball contest that they 
have. We never miss a game 
because our fans rely on us to 
be leaders.”  Senior Captain 
Katherine Velazquez refers 
to the cheerleading squad 
as the center of the belly of 
the beast. In practice, the 
girls work hard to improve 
their stunts and pump up 
abilities. After school each 
day, the cheerleaders go to 
the cafeteria to have their 
own study halls. Then, 
they have practice at night 
to make sure that they are 
ready for the games. The girls 
really need to have a sense 
of dedication, in order to 
keep up with the workload 
that cheerleading requires 
of them. Each weekend, the 
cheerleaders hop on the bus 
to wherever the football team 
is going. During these games, 
they lead the superfans in 
cheers. The famous, “choo 
choo train” cheer is the most 
popular of all the cheers. The 
girls work hard and are as 
loud as they can to cheer on 
the boys during their games. 
Their main focus is to keep 
everyone’s spirits up.  At the 
Northwest Catholic versus 
Bloomfi eld football game, 
they kept the fans as pumped 
up as they could be.  Even 
if the Indians are losing, the 

Cheerleaders Lead Fans
By Elizabeth Allen

The Northwest Catholic 
Boys’ Cross Country team 
achieved success right from 

the start of the season at their 
fi rst competition at the Blue 
Dragon Invitational. Brian 
Poirier ’12 was the champion 
of the race followed closely 
by Joe Doyle ’13 in fourth 
and Anthony Ravosa ’13 
in ninth. The victories of 
this race augmented the 
excitement of the entire team 
for the 2011 season. This 
year the team is led strongly 
by captains, Brian Poirier, 
Nate McKenzie, and Jack 
Peterson, all seniors who have 
run for the team since their 
freshman year. In fact, Head 
Coach, Mr. Fletcher who 
has been coaching the cross-
country team at Northwest 
for twenty-seven years, says 
that one of the greatest things 
about the team is the return 
of all the seniors. They are an 
excellent leadership group 
who are well represented. 

Brian Poirier was the state 
champion last year, and is 
on his way to compete for 
the title for this season as 
well, as he is an undefeated 

champion of the 
courses. When 
asked to describe 
the team Poirier 
comments that, 
“We are a young 
team with a lot 
of potential.” 
Juniors Joe Doyle 
and Anthony 
Ravosa are prime 
examples of this 
fact, fi nishing 
in top places at 

every meet. The team also 
consists of eight freshmen 
who have proven to be able 
to live up to the success of the 
upperclassmen before them. 
This has come with hard 
work at every practice and 
meet. Dr. Richard Luddy, the 
Assistant Coach of the boys, 
remarks that, “It’s great to 
see how intensely the guys 
have worked together, not 
only in running, but also 
in supporting each other 
and in overcoming injuries. 
The season has been full of 
surprises-good surprises that 
refl ect all their hard work.” 
The boys have formed a 
tightly bonded family with 
all their teamwork. Although 
Cross Country is mainly an 
individual sport, the boys’ 
teamwork was tested at the 
Sloper Relays, one of the 
most exciting meets of the 

season. The four man relay 
of Ryan Kosha ’12, Nate 
McKenzie ’12, Jack Peterson 
’12, and Luke Foran ‘14 came 
in fi rst. Joe Doyle and Brian 
Poirier came in second as a 
two man relay. It is evident 
that the team has already 
achieved and is on its way to 
achieving more of the goals 
that they and their coaches 
had set at the beginning of the 
season. These goals ranged 
from improving individual 
times to winning a state 
championship. The boys will 
deserve any such successes 
with all the effort they have 
put into the season this year. 
With Poirier winning every 
race so far, the Northwest 
Catholic Boys’ Cross Country 
Team is centered around 
the terrifi c runner.   Poirier’s 
running ability is sure to 
take him into some top notch 
college in the near future. 
As for right now, the Junior 
Year All-New England 
runner is looking to fi nd his 
way into the state meet and 
into the New England race 
again to see if he can best his 
times from last year. Along 
with senior captains Nate 
McKenzie and Jack Peterson, 
Poirier pushes his team to the 
limit. Juniors Anthony Ravosa 
and Joe Doyle, normally 
round off the teams’ races 
right after Poirier. As the 
team gets closer and closer 
to the state tournament race, 
they become more and more 
prepared, ready to succeed.

cheerleaders’ make sure to 
keep spirits as high as they 
can be.  They anticipate a 
comeback, no matter what 
the score is at that time.  
During half time, the girls 
got together to execute one 
of their new stunts. A senior 
captain was thrown at least 
fi fteen feet into the air. This 
breathtaking stunt excited 
all of the fans and players, 
and triggered a second half 
comeback by the Indians. 
Everyday, the girls practice 
new cheers and stunts that 
are sure to excite the belly of 
the beast. The cheerleaders 
are essentially the gatekeepers 
to the belly of the beast. The 
cheerleaders work as hard 
as they can to catapult the 
football team to success. They 
hope that the footballers will 
be able to reach the semi-
fi nal and fi nal of the Class SS 
tournament so that they can 
perform on the biggest stage. 
Captains Katherine Velazquez 
and Adrianna Soldevila 
keep the team focused and 
determined to help out the 
football team every time 
they can. Senior Katherine 
Velazquez says, “It is one big 
family, who have the job of 
supporting the other family,” 
describing the connection 
between the cheerleaders 
and the football players. The 
cheerleading season success 
is directly connected to the 
football season playoff run 
as well as the success for the 
basketball team.

 Cross Country Runs Successful Races

Brian Poirier ‘12 leads the pack.
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Boys’ Soccer Returns Ten Starters In New, Promising Fall Season
By Nicholas Italia and 
Elizabeth O’Neill

Returning ten starters, the 
Northwest Catholic Boys’ 
Varsity Soccer Team was 
committed to a victorious 
fall season. The team did 
not disappoint on Septem-
ber 13th, the season opener. 
When the buzzer sounded 
indicating the conclusion of 
that fi rst game, Northwest 
Catholic students, players, 
and fans cheered at the 7-0 
score. The goals were scored 
by Alejandro Tobon ‘13 and 
Marcel Lewis ‘12, with 3 and 
2 goals, respectively. Tim 
Dodds ‘14 and Alex Mor-
tillaro ‘12 each scored one 
goal, and Nick Italia ‘12 gave 
three assists. With this early 
win against Hartford Public 
High School, the team used  
positive thoughts. However, 
the boys lacked depth and 
demonstrated inconsistency 
in the next three games, 
which were hard-fought and 
close losses. The team knew it 
needed to bounce back with 
vengeance, and that is exactly 
what the players did after 
the three-loss streak. In the 
home game against Hall High 
School, Northwest Catholic’s 
cross-town rival and an ac-
claimed state top ten team, 
Northwest Catholic pulled 

the team’s existing strikers, 
returning starters Tim Dodds 
‘14 and Cory Christina ‘12. 
In addition to scoring goals 
and taking shots for the team, 
Cory Christina ‘12, along with 
Connor Krikawa ‘13, pro-
vide the width for the squad, 
playing fl anking positions 
around Tobon ‘13 and Italia 

‘12. The starting defen-
sive line-up consists of 
Jack Ferrell ‘12, Martin 
Schneider ‘13, Rob 
Donahue ‘12, and often 
Mortillaro ‘12 as well. 
In goal is junior Evan 
Fox, who has played the 
position since his fresh-
man year. Alex Morti-
llaro ‘12 offers to play 
goal, a position he, too, 
excels at. When needed, 

Stephen Kozak ‘12, Brian Ko-
zak ‘14, Cooper Kerr ‘14, Galo 
Rodriguez ‘13, and Marcel 
Lewis ‘12 sub in for the start-
ing players, and consistently 
put forth their best efforts to 
support the team. The team is 
centered around midfi elder/
striker Cory Christina ‘12, 
midfi elder Nick Italia ‘12, 
defender Jack Ferrell ‘12, and 
versatile sweeper/defender/
midfi elder and part-time goal-
keeper Alex Mortillaro ‘12, 
the varsity soccer captains, 
who offer motivation and 
support for the team both on 

together with a tremendous 
amount of effort. In a perfect 
free kick from Alejandro 
Tobon ‘13, Northwest net-
ted the fi rst goal of the game. 
Despite the odds, which 
were stacked against North-
west, the boys tied 1-1 with 
Hall High School, pushing 
through the game and hold-
ing off a goal from 
the opponent until 
the last fi ve minutes. 
This is characteristic 
of the varsity soccer 
team, Senior Captain 
Alex Mortillaro ‘12 
explains. The reality, 
he says, is that “we 
are the smallest team 
in our conference 
[CCC West], so we 
have to be in the best 
shape possible, and we have 
to play as hard as we can to 
compete against all of the LL 
teams.” Thus far, the team 
has done a phenomenal job 
countering the size and skill 
levels of the opposing teams, 
but in the home game against 
Simsbury, one of the team’s 
integral players suffered an 
unfortunate injury. Sweeper 
Brendan Thompson ‘13 broke 
his collarbone, an injury that 
requires abstaining from 
physical sports for at least the 
rest of the season. Alex Morti-
llaro ‘12, usually a midfi elder, 

was moved back to play 
sweeper on the defensive line, 
and Alejandro Tobon joined 
Nick Italia ‘12 in the midfi eld. 
Freshman RJ Place ‘15 was 
called upon to score goals 
with Tim Dodds ‘13, and the 
freshman has not disappoint-
ed. RJ Place ‘15, the varsity 
team’s only freshman player, 

has emerged as a standout 
player with a promising 
future. Place ‘15, who was 
unable to play for the fi rst 
fi ve games due to a muscle 
injury, enthusiastically started 
his fi rst game at the top of 
the offensive line. Within the 
fi rst half of the fi rst period, RJ 
Place ‘15 had scored one goal, 
with a beautiful assist by Tim 
Dodds ‘14. Head coach Terry 
Philip was impressed with 
the caliber of the freshman’s 
playing, and has since ar-
ranged the starting line-up to 
include RJ Place ‘15 alongside 

and off the fi eld. As for the 
themes that have appeared 
in their games this season, 
Italia ‘12 says, “we start off 
strong, scoring fi rst, but then 
the bigger teams with in-
creased depth seem to outlast 
us, pacing themselves better 
throughout the game.” Nick 
Italia, senior and co-captain 
who is the team leader in 
assists, claims that this is an 
issue that the team has been 
working to overcome. The 
key issue, however, is the fact 
that Northwest Catholic, a 
relatively young team, is play-
ing the best teams in the state. 
However, the hope is that 
these challenges will make the 
team play with more cohesion 
and dedication. As Italia ‘12 
explains, “there are no breaks 
this season. Every team is a 
top-notch program.” North-
west Catholic is bound to pull 
its team together and become 
one of these esteemed teams. 
The games have all been very 
hard-fought to say the least, 
and the team has suffered its 
fair share of disappointing 
losses. However, the team is 
determined and headstrong to 
succeed, and with the strong 
leadership demonstrated by 
the senior co-captains in ad-
dition to Coach Terry Philip, 
the rest of the season looks 
positive.
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Senior Nick Italia shoots the ball on goal. 


