
NorthwestNorthwest
PassagesPassages

VOLUME XLIV Northwest Catholic, 29 Wampanoag Drive, Connecticut, 06117
April 2012

By Kathleen Connelly

Northwest Catholic High 
School has been hosting a 
number of events during 
this academic year to 
commemorate its 50th 
Anniversary. Almost 
three years ago, the school 
organized a committee to 
plan out different events 
throughout this year to 
help celebrate 
the school’s 
achievements 
over the years. 
Two of the larger 
events that 
have already 
passed are the 
50th Anniversary 
Mass in 
September 2011, 
and the school 
wide book event, 
which included 
a presentation 
by Immaculée 
Ilibagiza in October 2011. 
The third event planned for 

Northwest Catholic Community Prepares for the 50th Anniversary Gala
the “Golden Year” is the 50th 
Anniversary Gala Dinner 
Dance on March 31, 2012 
at the Hartford Marriott 
Downtown. The committee 
agreed that this type of event 
would be the best way to 
celebrate the heralded golden 
anniversary of the school. The 
gala will include a dinner, live 
auction, dance with music 
provided by the nine piece 

group “Celebration,” and a 
raffl e. The main purpose of 

the Gala is to encourage the 
growth of the endowment to 
ensure the fi nancial health 
of the school for the next 
fi fty years. This event’s 
planning was broken into 
two smaller groups; the 
Gala Committee and the 
Sponsorship Committee. 
The Gala Committee was in 
charge of organizing all the 
entertainment and plans for 

the evening. During the 
Gala planning process, 
alumni of the school were 
able to nominate someone 
whom they admired during 
their years at Northwest 
Catholic High School, 
whether it was a coach, 
teacher, or staff member. 
These individuals will 
be honored in the table 
centerpieces at the Gala for 
being an infl uential adult 
in the life of a Northwest 
Catholic student. The 
Sponsorship group worked 

for a year in advance of the 
event to secure commitments 

to support the Gala with the 
purchase of tables of ten, 
or other levels of support. 
The proceeds of the Gala 

will be used to increase the 
size of Northwest Catholic’s 
endowment to create more 
scholarships and provide 
more opportunities for 
students to attend the school 
in future years to come. 

The goal for the Gala is to 
raise over $200,000 for the 
endowment and various 
annual scholarships. All 

adult members of the 
school community are 
invited to this event. 
As it turns out, more 
people bought tickets 
than was expected. 
The committee is 
expecting close to six 
hundred people in 
attendance, including 
current and alumni 
parents, alumni, 
administration, faculty, 
and members of the 
school board. Mrs. 
Williamson, Mrs. 
Walsh, Mrs. Leary, 
and all the members 
of the Committees are 

ecstatic about the enthusiasm 
surrounding this event and 
look forward to remembering 
and celebrating the last 
fi fty years of excellence and 
starting on the right foot for 
the next fi fty.

Art Hallway Displays Northwest’s Fifty Years of Excellence
By Agata Harabasz

This year is a memorable one 
for NWC, and in honor of the 
school’s 50th year anniversary 
a gallery portraying the 
school’s history and themes 
was created and put on 
display in the art 
hallway.  Everybody has 
seen it (if you haven’t 
then go down and see 
it right now!) but few 
know the long hours and 
dedication that was put 
into making the display.
As an effort to convey 
the very meaning of 
the 50 year milestone 
that the school passed 
this year, the project 
created museum-like 
pieces that act almost 
like time capsules. 50 
years of history were 
compressed into seven 
displays whose themes 
are meaningful points in 
NWC history.  The project 
was started two years ago and 
only fi nished completion this 
last summer. All the school 
closets and cabinets were 
cleaned out and searched 
through, yielding numerous 
historical documents like 
photo albums, scrap books, 
old newspapers, and, most 
importantly, yearbooks.  
With the help of an archiving 
company, every last memory 
was sorted, boxed and put in 
a secure storage facility. The 
pictures were identifi ed along 
with the past students and 
teachers who were in them.  

Ms. Patricia Walsh, Director 
of Advancement, oversaw the 
completion of the task, along 
with Mrs. Michelle Murphy 
director of communications 
and Administrative Assistant 
to the Vice Principal, Mr. 
Patrick Williamson,’99. “It 

was a team effort,” said Mr. 
Williamson, “everyone had an 
important piece to complete 
and we’re all really proud of 
how it came out.”
For Alumni, and even for 
those who haven’t graduated 
yet, the display has reminded 
them why they came to 
NWC in the fi rst place. Each 
board celebrates one of 
seven themes: Service and 
Leadership, Where you know 
that you belong, Academics, 
Athletics, Faith, the Arts and 
the schools foundation.  Each 
board has its own pictures 
and memorabilia that were 
carefully selected with the 

help of a museum consultant.
The fi rst (Celebrating Service 
and Leadership), portrays the 
various ways that students 
have given back to the 
community and portrayed 
leadership over the years. It 
talks about the motto Caritas 
et Veritas (Charity and Truth) 
and how NWC applies 
those very things every 
day.  Recently, it’s been very 
easy to see with the Unifi ed 
program, Campus Ministry, 
ACTS and HILL classes. 
Service is a fundamental 
knowledge that every student 
at NWC learns and with it 
comes leadership, without 
which service cannot and will 
not happen.
The next board celebrates 
the simple yet true statement 
that every student has heard 
at least a hundred times: 
“where you know that you 
belong.”  It is surrounded by 
reminders of how strong the 
Northwest Catholic school 
community is. There are 100 
days across America t-shirts, 
reunion pictures, Saturday 
Night Live pamphlets, and 
prom glasses, as well as, 
newspapers of the past, 
galas and golf tournaments.  
The description is a list of 
memorable moments that 
every student has experiences 
as well as traditions that will 
never be forgotten.
The next two boards 
commemorate Academics 
and Athletics and a third 
farther along displays the 
Arts.  They show that NWC 

is both a National School of 
Excellence as well as a school 
of incredible athletic and 
artistic achievement. The 
boards also show that NWC 
students can be serious while 
having fun.  From Dr. Richard 
Luddy’s electricity generator 
to the celebration of pink for 
breast cancer in sports, the 
community has provided 
a prime example that 
learning, service, creativity 
and athletic performance do 
not need to be traditional 
or pedantic. Every year the 
Drama, Fine Art, Dance and 
Music Departments leave 
the community stunned with 
their art and performance. 
Not only is the NWC 
community excellent at what 
it does, it actually enjoys 

doing it.
Being a Catholic school, the 
next two displays are very 
important to the meaning 
behind our school. For 50 
years, NWC has provided 
its students with the ability 
to become better Christians 
and introduced them to the 

true meaning of Christianity. 
Christ is the way, the truth, 
and the life, and NWC has 
lived up to that expectation. 
And, just like the very last 
board says, NWC is like the 
birch trees that are fi rmly 
planted yet fl exible. The 
school has changed a great 
deal since it was founded 
by the Dominican Sisters, 
Archbishop O’Brien and Fr. 
Colton, but, its foundation has 
remained the same. “ Anyone 
who graduated from NWC 
in the past 50 years could 
walk down and recognize 
something on this display,” 
said Mr. Williamson, “even 
if they do not recognize the 
people in the pictures, they 
recognize the themes and 
events that they too were a 

part of when 
they went 
to NWC. 
Northwest 
Catholic 
High 
School is a 
community 
built on 
faith with 
a strong 
emphasis on 
developing 

well-rounded 
alumni that can excel in 
various areas, whether 
it is athletics, service, or 
academics. This display is 
a touch point for all alums; 
coming back and seeing it 
makes NWC feel like home 
because of all of the shared 
experiences.”
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The gala is going to be held at the Marriot Hotel in 
downtown Hartford.

Families and friends of the Northwest 
Catholic community received this

invitation to the gala.
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Mr. Callahan

Television is a transmitting 
of moving pictures that has 
synchronized sound to a 
worldwide audience. This 
invention is an essential 
cultural and technological 
development. Its enormous 
power allows it to be vital 
in communication across 
the globe. This “television 
era” began in 1946 with one 
network called DuMont 
and eventually progressed 
to four national networks 
in the following two years. 
Specifi cally in the United 
States, in 2010, citizens 
watched TV for an average 
of two and a half hours per 
day. According to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, this 
amount of time is equivalent 
to half of one’s leisure time. 
Television is seen as a highly 
effective medium which 
people use for entertainment 
and advertising. This trend 
of watching television begins 

at an early age. I understand 
that some children watch 
particular programs for 
learning the alphabet and 
other educational purposes 
however this can be found in 
books which also teaches the 
child to read. Most children 
begin watching television 
around the age of six and the 
average watched a day is the 
same as adults, two and a half 
hours. The main concern is 
whether or not avid television 
watching is healthy for young 
adults because these habits 
are carried into adulthood. At 
times this is a good activity 
to distract you from your 
stress. Before realizing it, 
hours have passed and the 
problems are not gone. Once 
this becomes a habit, too 
much of something is not 
healthy. Children who watch 
over four hours of television 
a day are more likely to be 
overweight. In addition, 

television can infl uence 
young adults for the worse. 
For example, children who 
witness violent acts are more 
likely to become aggressive 
or be fearful of the world 
that something tragic will 
happen to them. Other than 
behavior, stereotypes can also 
be reinforced. Furthermore, 
behaviors and opinions 
of actors on television are 
imitated because teenagers 
want to be more like those 
they watch. With the 
advancements in technology, 
it is only going to get more 
addicting. Nonetheless, 
people have to be able to 
abstain from this addiction. 
So in your free time, think 
twice before sitting in front 
of the television. There is a 
lot more to see that you can 
formulate your own opinions 
about rather than taking the 
opinions of characters on 
television.

Dear Delilah,

I am a senior at Northwest and 
have decided to attend prom 

for the fi rst time. After talking 
with some of my friends who 

went last year, I am starting to 
realize that I may not be able to 
afford all of the festivities prom 

entails. Any suggestions on 
how I can have a budget prom 

but still have fun?
Sincerely,

No Prom Goer

Dear No Prom Goer,

With the current status of 
the economy, I am sure 
there are many people 

out there with the same 
problem. There are many 
ways to cut prom costs.  
You can start preparing 

for prom by looking for a 
dress. Go to thrift stores or 

consignment shops, or even 
the Princess and the Prom 
program to search for your 
fairy tale dress.  Instead of 
going to a salon to get your 

hair and make up done, 
have a family member or a 
friend help you out. If you 
are thrifty and a smart and 
savvy shopper you will be 

able to experience prom 
without breaking the bank.
Remember you don’t have 
to look like Cinderella to 

have a magical night!
Sincerely,

Delilah

Dear Delilah,

With just a few short months 
left at Northwest, I have fi nally 

started to realize that I will 
not be with or even near my 

family and friends anymore. I 
have never gone to sleep away 
summer camps or taken trips 
by myself. I don’t know if I 
am ready to live on my own 
yet. What should I do to help 
me get over my fear of leaving 
behind my friends and family?

Sincerely,
Homesick Already

Dear Homesick,

Change is a scary thing for 
everyone.  Don’t worry, I 

am sure that most people in 
your position are feeling the 
same way.  Just because you 

are going to college, does 
not mean you are going to 
not see your friends ever 
again.  Thanks to Twitter, 

Facebook, Skype, cell 
phones, and email, you will 

be able to keep in touch 
with the people you are 

leaving behind.  Remember 
to be open to the new 

people and opportunities 
that your college will offer 

you.

Sincerely,
Delilah

As we celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of Northwest 
Catholic, it is interesting to 
look back at how things have 
changed over the years.  If 
the students from the early 
classes were to spend time in 
our building as part of our 
current student body, what 
would their reactions be?
I imagine that their immediate 
impressions would center 
on the physical differences.  
They might be surprised by 
the changes in the building.  
The Breen Center with its 
well-equipped Art Center 
and art room would surely 
catch their attention.  I am 
sure they would be pleased 
that our second gymnasium 
was named after their teacher 
and coach, Mr. Stosuy.  They 
would be awed by the TVs, 
Smart Boards, white boards, 
DVD players and the things 
that make learning so much 
more interactive, visually 
attractive, and fast moving.  
What a change from the slide 
projectors and 16mm movie 
projectors.  The library, with 
its access to instantaneous 
information retrieval via our 
high tech computers, would 
amaze them.
They would be impressed 
with the diversity of the 
community – with students 
coming from such faraway 
places as China, Korea, 
Germany and East Granby.  
They might be saddened 
by the loss of privacy and 
independence that students of 
today experience.  Parents can 
check on their grades almost 

immediately via Edline rather 
than having to wait until the 
end of the marking period.  
Parents and friends can get 
in touch with you at any time 
via cellphones. Plus why 
would anyone want to text 
rather than talking face to 
face?
They would be excited by the 
extensive number of sports 
teams – for both genders – 
and activities available today.  
They would be envious of 
the improved facilities like 
a fi tness center, soccer fi eld, 
baseball dugouts, press box, 
lacrosse fi eld, and a separate 
softball fi eld not to mention 
the Mortensen Theater for 
club meetings, dance classes 
and drama. 
The number of courses, AP 
and college credit courses as 
well as the small class sizes 
might have them wishing that 
they were back in high school.  
They would fi nd things quite 
different from when they 
roamed the halls.  Online 
college applications – wow!  
The world of today would 
indeed seem strange to the 
students of yesteryear.  
Now suppose we were to 
go in the other direction.  
Imagine if our own time 
travel expert, Dr. Luddy, 
was able to create a vehicle 
to transport some of our 
students back in time.  What 
would their impressions be?
As they walked up 
Wampanoag Drive, they 
might be surprised at how 
much smaller the trees are 
and the fact that the site 

of the Breen Center was 
covered with grass while the 
soccer fi eld is a parking lot.  
However, once they enter 
the building, things would 
be more familiar, with the 
offi ce on the left and chapel 
to the right.  They might be 
surprised by how new and 
up to date the auditorium 
looks, because at that time 
it was.  As they journeyed 
through the school day 
they would be shocked that 
over 60% of the faculty was 
made up of priests and nuns 
(quite a change from today).  
However, they would be back 
in their comfort zone as the 
day begins with the pledge of 
allegiance and the morning 
prayer.
The classes would be run by 
teachers who care about their 
students and push them to 
do their best.  Catholic values 
will be at the center of all 
that is taught.  The students, 
especially the upperclassmen, 
would be focusing on their 
future and planning for 
college and beyond.  Values, 
proper behavior, and effort 
are stressed.  There would be 
complaints about too much 
homework and concern about 
upcoming tests and papers.
Cafeteria tables would be 
fi lled with friends talking 
about plans for the weekend 
and upcoming games, 
plays or the prom.  School 
spirit and the sense of 
community and friendship 
fi ll the school.  After school 
activities would include 
jobs, sports and community 

service.  Homerooms might 
be collecting for local soup 
kitchens or for the missions 
supported by the Dominican 
Sisters.
In short as we look back 
over the last fi fty years, 
while there may have been 
many changes, the core 
values, the fundamental 
routine, friendships, sense 
of community, school spirit, 
and concern for others have 
not.  It appears that the more 
things change, the more they 
remain the same.
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By Gabrielle Giangreco

 A new group of students 
has recently been inducted 
into the National Language 
Honors Society. These 
new members, along with 
the previously inducted 
members, planned and hosted 
a National World Language 
Week and International 
Potluck Dinner for the fi rst 
time in Northwest Catholic 
history. This weeklong event 
took place the week of March 
5th to March 9th. In addition 

to Northwest, many other 
high schools, middle schools, 
and colleges across the 
country celebrated National 
World Language week at 

their own schools. Each 
language was represented 
in many ways around 
the school. Each day, the 
morning and afternoon 
prayers were read in a 
chosen language over the 
intercom. Corresponding 
to this language, the food 
of its culture was served 
all day in the school 
cafeteria for students to 
enjoy or experiment with 
for the fi rst time. This was 
a wonderful opportunity 
for all students to try new 

foods 
from 
around 
the world.  
Additionally, 
trivia 
questions 
regarding 
the chosen 
culture were 
fl ashed 
on the 

televisions in 
the cafeteria 
for students 

to answer. Winners were 
chosen and given prizes. 
Another way to take part 
in this event was to join the 
table dedicated to the daily 

culture set up in the cafeteria. 
At this table, students talked 

to each other in the language 
of the day and learned new 
words and expressions from 
that language. This was a 
great way for students to 
practice the language they are 
taking in school, or to learn 
phrases from a new language. 
Another aspect to this 
celebration of the language 
was a potluck supper. The 
supper was the evening of 
March 15th. The dinner was 
set up for Northwest’s entire 
international student body 
to come learn about various 
cultures over good food and 
a friendly environment. The 

Upperclassmen Master Foreign Languages and Cultures Week

By Rani Vance

On February 8th, Northwest 
Catholic held 
a luncheon 
for all priests 
affi liated 
with the 
Archdiocese 
of Hartford. 
Priests from 
various 
parishes in the 
surrounding 
towns came to 
Northwest for 
an honorary 
lunch. A 
select group 
of priests also stayed to view 
a demonstration of our new 
and improved technology 
throughout the school. 
Mrs. Boyle set up a detailed 
presentation which took place 
in the library conference 
room. It gave the priests and 
other visitors examples and 
situations in which tools, like 
the Smart-board, are both 
benefi cial and enriching for 
the students of Northwest 
Catholic High School. The 
presentation was 
interactive and 
demonstrated 
the emphasis on 
the engagement 
of students in 
learning. In 
prior years, Mrs. 
Williamson and 
the rest of the 
staff involved in 
this event have 
been creative in 
the presentation 

for this luncheon including 
tours of the school and sit-in 
observations of particular 

classes. Mrs. Williamson said, 
“The priests seem engaged in 
everything they were shown. 
They were interested in seeing 
how our new technology was 
used. We are so fortunate 
to have them come, because 
their taking the time to come 
to Northwest Catholic is very 
generous.” Also, when asked 
about the attendance of the 
luncheon Mrs. Williamson 
commented, “We were 
thrilled! The attendance 

was very good. The priests 
seemed interested. We are 
happy to be supported. Also 

we were happy to have 
engaged the new pastors.” 
Among these new pastors 
was Rev. Shawn T. Daly 
of Corpus Christi and 
Sacred Heart parishes in 
Wethersfi eld, who is a 
graduate of Northwest 
in 1979. Many of the 
priests and deacons who 
were invited to this event 
attended, which was an 
excellent turnout. 
The priests and 
deacons who 
attended came 

from parishes from 
towns including 
West Hartford, Rocky 
Hill, Unionville, 
Collinsville, 
Farmington, 
Wethersfi eld, 
Newington, 
Tariffville, Avon, 
and our priests 
and deacons from 
Northwest Catholic. 
Many of the students 
recognized pastors 

and clergymen from 
their own parish and 
church communities. 
Students took an 
active role in making 
our special guests feel 
very welcome in our 
Northwest Catholic 
community. The 
attendees included 
important members 
of the Northwest 
Catholic staff, who 
contributed highly to the 

Northwest Catholic Welcomes Archdiocen Priests H.I.L.L. Class 2012-2013
Lauren Callahan 

Brian Cao
Julia Crawford

Marageret Curran 
Jacqueline Denver 

Sarah Gillespie 
Emily Kearney 

Elizabeth Lathrop
Magdalena Lenczewski

Ian McCarthy 
Alexandra McKenna 

Ryan Murphy 
Sean Murphy 
Mary Royer

Kathleen Sarpu 
Tyler Stites 

Ying (Jenny) Zhang 

Michelle Bach
Mary Becker
Marisa Butler

Alison Connors
Raul Castro

Haley Derlinga
Gabrielle Foster-Bey

Nate Frasco
Kelly Galligan

Savanah Gaston
Gabrielle Giangreco

Susan Grimshaw
Danielle Lewczyk
Caroline O’Neill

Peter Pham
Daniel Pitruzzella

Isabella Post
Charles Quinn

Anthony Ravosa
Emily Stanwick

Catherine Sullivan
Ted Vincens

Maeve Walsh
Kelly Weiss

Alexandra Young 

A.C.T.S. Class 2012-2013

Spanish, French, and Latin 
National Honors Society 

students were 
in charge of 
providing food 
representing 
their culture. 
This dinner was 
a perfect way 
to foster the 
cultural exchange 
among students 
encouraged by 
the Language 
Society. Many 
students were 
exposed to new 
cultures, foods, 

and languages that they  
otherwise would never truly 

learn of and understand. 
The National Language 

experience and represented 
our school community to 
the best of their ability. 
Also in attendance was The 
Most Reverend Henry J. 
Mansell. Mrs. Williamson 
commented, “We are so 
fortunate to have Archbishop 
Mansell supporting, and we 
appreciate him taking the 
time to come to our school, 
his time is so precious.” 
Mrs. Williamson was a 
gracious hostess and she 
was exemplary for Catholic 

high school education.  Mrs. 
Williamson, the school faculty 
and the cooperation from 
students, were all elements 
that allowed this event to be 
a huge success. The overall 
response from the priests, 
reverends, faculty, and staff 
was positive, enthusiastic and 
very excited. After hearing 
the priests reactions, the 
various new improvements to 
our school seem to be a huge 
success!
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Mrs. Murphy and Mrs. Leary pose with their dear 
friend, Father Murphy.

Reverand John J. Cretella, of St. Bernard Rectory, 
admires  the exhibit of Northwest Catholic’s history.
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Anthony Laureno proudly shakes the hand of 
Reverand John J. Cretella.

Honors Latin IV students, members of the 
National Language Honors Society, pose.

Week was a fun week for 
students to enjoy various 
activities, food, cultures, and 
time with their classmates 
while learning interesting 
facts and languages. It was 
an ideal way to open up the 
minds of students to what 
exists beyond the everyday 
world that they live in. Part of 
bringing about world peace, 
a much-needed endeavor in 
our world today, is learning 
to appreciate the differences 
between cultures and the 
values that each culture 
upholds. Northwest Catholic 
High School is such a diverse 
community in itself, and it 
takes pride in this diversity, 

so the week 
celebrating the 
diversity of 
cultures among 
our student 
body is a way 
to immerse 
ourselves in 
this privilege. 
It is hoped that 
this National 
Language 
Week will be a 
tradition that the 

school will uphold for many 
years to come.

Students taking AP French V, also members of the 
Language Honors Society,breaks from a 

grammar lesson.    
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AP Spanish V is all smiles as they study Span-
ish language and culture.    
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By Caroline O’Neill

Each year, since 1976, 
February has been celebrated 
in the United States as Black 
History Month. To help 
commemorate this important 
part of our nation’s history, 
Northwest Catholic has a 
different assembly each year. 
Honoring Black History 
Month began in January, 
when the school was visited 
by singer Lem Sheppherd. 
During February, also as part 
of the Northwest Catholic 
celebration of Black History 
Month, the students of 
Northwest witnessed an 
informative assembly in the 
Rice Auditorium. Here, the 
students saw a presentation 
led by Karl Herbert, the 
head coach of the Girl’s 
Varsity Basketball team 
here at Northwest. Mr. 
Herbert, who works in the 
Transplant Immunology 
Lab at Hartford Hospital, 
was joined by Vicey 
Brooks, a nurse from 
Hartford Hospital, and 
two other nurses who also 
work in the Transplant 
department, and spoke of 
their personal experiences 
with transplants. 
Initially, many students 
were wondering how exactly 
this was connected to Black 
History month. Surprising 
to many, this assembly was 
actually quite pertinent 
to Black History month. 
As students learned in the 
assembly, the percent of black 

people who are in need of 
transplants in the US is not 
relative to their population. In 
other words, it is common for 
a black person to be in need of 
a transplant of some kind. 
During the presentation, 
students watched a 
video, saw a Power-Point 
Presentation, and listened 
to real-life stories. The video 
told of the stories of several 
individuals who had chosen 
to be organ donors and the 
impact that this choice had 
on those who were helped 
by this decision. It was made 
clear by the video that organ 
donation has the power to 
unite families who would 
otherwise not be known to 
each other, as was seen in 

more than one case. 
After the video portion of the 
assembly, the students saw 
a Power-Point Presentation 
about Organ Donation 
and how it helps those in 
need of a transplant. Many 
statistics and much intriguing 
information was shared with 
the students in the Power-

Students Informed About Organ Donation
Point, which certainly had 
an impact on many students. 
But perhaps the most moving 
part of the presentation was 
the portion during which 
one of the nurses shared a 
personal experience with 
organ donation. She spoke 
to the students about her 
husband as an organ donor. 
This gave the students of 
Northwest Catholic the 
opportunity to hear how this 
choice can affect those in 
our community - something 
which cannot be expressed 
in the form of a number, a 
piece of information, or a fact 
online. The choice to become 
an organ donor is certainly 
pertinent to Northwest 
students, all of whom are 

almost eighteen years 
old, if not, already 
eighteen years old. 
At this time, we are 
forced to face many 
diffi cult decisions, one 
of which is whether or 
not to become an organ 
donor. Elizabeth O’Neill 
‘12 said, “When I got 
my driver’s license, 
I consented to be an 
organ donor, but I 
did not realize what 

an important decision that 
was. When I turn eighteen, 
I will proudly continue to 
be an organ donor, knowing 
more fully what this entails.” 
Because of this informative 
assembly, hopefully many 
more students will chose to 
help save lives by becoming 
registered organ donors.

Grammy Award Show Celebrates the Success of New and Old Music
By Logan Lawson

For one night, musicians 
from a plethora of genres 
come together to celebrate 
harmony, composition, 
and song.  It is called the 
“prom” of Hollywood 
because the country’s best 

stars willingly walk down 
that famous crimson carpet 
in their fi nest gowns and 
tuxes to join the festivities 
and celebrations.  The whole 
night focuses on past, present, 
and future performers, and 
acknowledges the most 
outstanding ones with an 
award every musician dreams 
of, the Grammy.  This year’s 
54th annual award show 
aired on February 12, 2012 

and was teemed with talent 
from the host, presenters, 
and the winners themselves.  
The multifaceted L.L. Cool J, 
known for his early albums 
in hip hop in the ‘90s, and 
who is currently one of 
the stars on the television 
drama NCIS: LA, ran the 

show.  Performances by 
fan favorites such as Chris 
Brown, Adele, Katy Perry, 
and Taylor Swift provided 
ample entertainment. As 
preparations were being 
made for the most illustrious 
night in the musical world, 
a great performer had lost 
her life. At the young age 
of 48, Whitney Houston 
passed away on the eve of 
the event, and had hoped to 

be in attendance.  With not 
as much preparation as the 
producers of the award show 
had wanted, performances 
and presentations had 
to be moved around and 
shortened to fi t in a tribute to 
the powerful singer.  One of 
the singer’s most infl uential 

songs, a remake of Dolly 
Parton’s “I Will Always Love 
You” was performed by 
Jennifer Hudson, most known 
for starring in a remake of 
the movie Dreamgirls, and 
singing her way to a more fi t 
body in Weight Watchers™ 
commercials.  The song at 
the awards show this year 
was arguably fi tting to 
honor one of music’s great 
singers, and many have said 

that it foreshadowed all of 
the imminent tributes. With 
78 categories of awards in 
total, there is something 
for everyone; whether you 
are a person that likes the 
choreography in that Foo 
Fighters video, or you have 
a passion for Bluegrass and 

were happy to see Paper 
Airplane win, each person 
that watched could relate in 
some form. The performer 
that stole the show this year 
was Adele, winning 6 awards, 
including Best Album of 
the Year for her sophomore 
collection of songs, 21.  She 
was the second female artist 
ever to win six awards in 
one night; the fi rst person 
ever to get that many awards 

was Beyoncé.  Adele also 
surpassed the late Michael 
Jackson in the record books 
for being the youngest artist 
ever to get this many awards; 
Adele 23, while Michael at the 
time was 25.  The secret of this 
soulful singer is rooted in her 
ability to attract people from 

all different types of genres; 
there has been a time for each 
and every one of us when 
the radio is on, and one of 
her songs is playing, whether 
it be “Rolling in the Deep” or 
“Someone Like You,” and then 
we turn to three or four more 
stations, and another one 
of Adele’s amazing hits is 
coming through the speakers 
with an inner fortitude that 
truly mesmerizes the soul.

By Alexandra Young

Unifi ed Theater is not your 
typical school musical. The 
students do all the work, 
write the plays, direct them, 
produce them, and perform 
them. Northwest Catholic 
works with the Intensive 
Education Academy (IEA) 
to put on their plays. The 
cast is comprised of thirty-
fi ve students between the 
two schools. The students 
are from grades seven to 
twelve. The student leaders 
from Northwest are Devon 
Bodey, Haleigh Beckerman, 
Olivia Rustic, and Emily 
Stanwick. Emily Stanwick 
said that, “Unifi ed Theater 
is a very positive experience 
that allows participants of all 
abilities to show their talents 
in a great show. Everyone 
works together as a team 
to put together the fi nal 
production. Kids from IEA 
and Northwest are thrilled 
to be the fi rst private schools 
to participate in this global 
program.” When asked what 
the greatest part of Unifi ed 
Theater is, Emily said “the 
performance and seeing 
everyone shine” makes it all 
worth it. The theme of this 
year’s production is everyday 
life lessons. The skits they 
perform deal with issues 
like doing your homework, 
bullying, sharing, and how 
one good deed starts a 
chain reaction of other good 
deeds. This organization 
helps to continue bringing 

opportunities to kids all 
over, and ultimately makes 
a difference in people’s lives. 
Unifi ed Theater was started 
with two cousins, Kelsey and 

Micaela Connery. Kelsey was 
born with disabilities that 
limit her ability to walk and 
talk. Because of the closeness 
of the two girls, Micaela, 
who graduated in 2004 
from Conard High School in 
West Hartford, was inspired 
by Kelsey to start Unifi ed 
Theater and practice true 
inclusion. Micaela has won 
awards such as the VH1 Do 
Something award, where she 
was named one of the top fi ve 
young leaders, and has been 
featured on the Today Show 
and CNN. It is so easy to 
see that this means so much 
to Micaela and she believes 
that everyone has special 
and unique abilities. Unifi ed 
Theater meets every Tuesday 
and Thursday from February 
2, until the production date of 
March 9, which will be held 
at the Intensive Education 
Academy in West Hartford.

IEA and NWC Shine on Stage
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Olivia Rustic goes over lines with 
a student from IEA, preparing for 

their big performance.
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Craving Coffee

Coffee 
originated 

from a goat named 
Kaldi in the ninth-

century. The goat herder 
noticed the behavior of his 
goats changed after they 

ate the cherries from 
the coffee tree, so he 

tried them. People 
immediately 

associate coffee with 
Starbucks although 

some of the best coffee is 
made from small coffee 

roasters that are 
unheard of.

Surprisingly, 
light coffee 

has more caffeine 
than dark because the 
longer the coffee bean 

is roasted the more 
caffeine is cooked 

out of it.

Coffee 
comes from 

a cherry tree and 
the coffee bean is a 

seed within the cherry. 
In fact, the fruit is called  
a coffee cherry, which 
are described as light, 
honey, sweet, peachy, 

and watermelon-
fl avored.

Coffee 
was illegal 

three times in 
different areas of the 
world. These three 

cultures were Mecca, 
Europe, and 

Germany.

About 
500 million 

cups of coffee are 
drunk each year 

and at least half of 
those cups are at 

breakfast.

There 
are fi fty types 

of coffee worldwide. 
Although there are so 

many types, only arabica 
and robusta are popular 

in commercial coffee 
production.

Coffee 
can be used to 

fuel cars. This was 
tested in 2009 with the 
car called Car-puccino 
that used one pound of 

coffee or 56 shots of 
espresso for every 

mile.

Coffee 
is the second 
most traded 

commodity next 
to oil.

Different 
Discovery 

Banned Beverage 

Multiple 
Mochas 

Loving it 
Light 

Cherry Coffee 

Breakfast 
Beverage

Coveted Coffee
Coffee Cars

Coffee is 
only grown in one 

state of the United 
States; Hawaii. Specifi cal-
ly in the “Bean Belt” area, 
which is between the 

Tropic of Cancer and 
Capricorn.

Bean Belt
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By Emily Kearney

Day 1: 

The ride to Logan Airport 
took 2 hours and when we 
got to Boston it took forever 
to get our boarding passes. 
The line for security was also 
long, but eventually we all 
got through and had time 
to get something to eat and 
magazines to read for the ride 
before boarding the plane. 
The fl ight took off at 6:30 PM 
and we were given yummy 
airplane food for dinner. 

Day 2: 

The plane touched down 
at Heathrow airport at 
6:30AM. We met our tour 
guide, Allie. Chipper 
and energetic, Allie 
took us to our hotel, 
but because it was so 
early we put our bags 
in storage at the hotel 
and then followed Allie 
to the underground, also 
known as the tube. We took 
the tube into London and 
walked to Trafalgar Square, 
home of a major art museum, 
a monument fl anked by four 
humongous lions, and a 
structure counting down the 
days until the 2012 Summer 
Olympics in London. From 
the square we could see 
Big Ben in the distance and 
part of the London eye. 
We walked down the road 
leading to Buckingham 
Palace, and saw the changing 
of the guard before going to a 
shopping area where we were 
given free time to eat lunch 
and shop. Dinner was Indian 
curry after which we returned 
to the hotel, exhausted.

Day 3: 

Today Stewart, our tour 
guide for the day, 
brought us to Windsor 
Castle, one of the 
private residences of 
the royal family (the 
Queen was at the Castle 
while we were visiting!), 
and then to a fi sh house 
where we ate London’s 
famous fi sh and chips. When 
we boarded the bus again to 
start the tour of London it had 
begun to rain, but we were 
still able to see the sights like 
Tower Bridge, Westminster 
Abbey, and the London Eye. 
Following the tour we met 
up with Allie who took us to 
St. Paul’s Church for Mass, 
and then went to Piccadilly 
Square where we were given 
one hour to eat dinner. At 9 
PM we all boarded the tube 
and rode eighteen stops back 
to our hotel.

Day 4: 

First we went to Canterbury, 
toured the Cathedral and 
then were given free time to 
walk around the town and 
shop.  When we boarded 
the bus again we were taken 
to the ferry dock at Dover, 
where we boarded the ferry 
that would take us from 
England to France. The ferry 
had a large shopping area 
and cafeteria that we could 
go in, and though the ride 
was rocky, we managed 
to make it to France 

without anyone getting 
too seasick. After leaving 
the ferry, we boarded 
another coach bus which we 
rode for three hours to Rouen, 
a town within the Region of 
Normandy. We ate dinner at 
a small restaurant that served 
us pasta and chicken, and 
then went to our hotel, which 
had the smallest rooms ever. 

Day 5: 

Our fi rst stop was the 

French World War II and 
Normandy museum. After 
the museum it was off to 
Arromanches, a coastal town 
we stopped in for lunch, and 
then we drove to Omaha 
beach, a historical beach from 
D-Day. At the site there was 
a memorial as well as a vast 
cemetery containing crosses 
for all the men who were 
killed in D-Day raids. The 
beach was long and wide, 
and because it was low tide 
when we went, we could 
walk out onto the sand bars. 
Our next stop was Pointe 
du Hoc, a cliff containing 

numerous holes where bombs 
fell during World War II and 
bunkers that had survived 
the bombings.  After, we 
drove to St. Malo, a small 
walled city on the French 
coastline and had to drag our 
bags from outside the city to 
our hotel. Allie took us on a 

short walk to the restaurant 
we were eating dinner at, a 
creperie that served ham and 
cheese crepes for dinner and 
a chocolate crepe for dessert. 
After dinner we had time to 
enjoy the free Wi-Fi, the only 
drawback being that you had 
to re-enter the login code 
every four minutes.

Day 6:

We drove to Mt. St. Michel, 
a small town situated on the 
side of a hill with a large 
church at the top, and upon 
arriving we set out hiking 
up the steep road to the 
top. The walk was worth it 
because at the top the view 
was breathtaking; you could 
see for miles. We toured 
the church and courtyard 
before hiking down again 

to eat at any of the various 
creperies and shop in the 

cute stores along the 

road. We returned to St. 
Malo, where a local guide, 

Coco, took us on a walking 
tour of St. Malo, bringing us 

onto the walls and teaching 
us the history of the town 
previously the wealthiest in 
all of Europe. Following the 
tour, we were given time 
to shop, eat, and explore St. 
Malo before dinner. 

Day 7: 

We drove to Chartres, 

stopping only once, and 
made it in time for Noon 

Mass, seeing as it was Ash 
Wednesday. The Cathedral 
there was magnifi cent, 
very large with beautiful 
stained-glass windows. 
After Mass we had time to 
eat lunch and walk around 
Chartres before driving to 
Paris. We ate dinner, and 
after, we took the metro to 
the Eiffel Tower stop, where 
we saw the Eiffel Tower, lit 
up sparkling. After taking 
pictures Allie led us down 
to a dock along the River 
Seine where we boarded a 

boat that took us on a cruise 
along the river where we 
saw the Cathedral of Notre 
Dame from a distance as well 
as the expansive French art 
museum, the Louvre. 

Day 8: 

Today we took a bus tour, 
seeing the Eiffel Tower and 
Louvre again, as well as 
the Arch of Triumph, the 
Opera House of Paris, and 
an Egyptian monument. We 
also went to the palace at 
Versailles where we were 
given time to eat lunch and 
then took a tour of the palace 
itself as well as the gardens 
behind it. Following the tour, 

we went to Fragonard, a 
perfume museum and 

store where we could 
sample perfumes. After 

Fragonard we were 
given free time in 

Paris to shop before 
meeting on the steps of 

the Opera House before 
dinner. Dinner was in the 

Latin Quarter in Paris, and 
after the meal Allie took us to 
the top of the Artist’s Quarter 
to the church Saint Pierre de 
Montmartre and the shops in 
Montmartre to shop. 

Day 9: 

The Louvre, the famous art 
museum in Paris, was the 
fi rst place we visited and 
once inside we were free to 
explore the museum. After, 
we walked to the Cathedral 
of Notre Dame had time 
to explore the Cathedral as 
well as get lunch at one of 
the corner cafes in the area. 
When we met back up outside 
the cathedral, Allie took us 
to the restaurant where we 

were going to eat dinner; we 
were given vegetables and 

rice for dinner and the 
best chocolate mousse 

cake in the world for 
dessert. Following 
this last dinner in 

Paris we went back 
to the hotel to pack our 

bags and get our things 
together for the fl ight home 

the next day. 

Day 10: 

We could do whatever we 
wanted for breakfast and 
got on the bus to the airport. 
Arriving at the airport with 
plenty of time, we could 
grab food before our fl ight 
to London. When our plane 
touched down at Heathrow 
Airport, we had about an 
hour layover when we could 
buy candy and magazines 
before our fl ight home. We 
landed in Boston at 9:30 
at night and arrived back 
at Northwest at 11. It was 
defi nitely a trip I will never 
forget!

Northwest Catholic Students Explore France and England
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The European Union In Crisis: It Looks Like Toppling Dominoes  
By Jack Ferrell

The European Coal and 
Steel Community (ECSC) 
was formed on April 18, 
1951. The original six 
members of the ECSC were 
Belgium, Germany, France, 
Italy, Luxembourg, and the 
Netherlands. The European 
Coal and Steel Community 
decided to allow growth and 
signed into law the Treaty of 
Paris in 1957, which created 
the European Economic 
Community (EEC), called 
the “Common Market”. 
The European Community 
expanded to include the 
United Kingdom, 
Ireland, Denmark, 
Greece, Spain, 
Portugal, Austria, 
Finland, and 
Sweden. In 1992, 
a treaty offi cially 
changed the name 
of the group from 
the European 
Economic 
Community to 
the European 
Union. Following 
the Treaty of the 
European Union, 
the EU allowed for 
a single market to 
be formed among 
its members. The 
treaty also gave 
four liberties 
that member nations could 
enjoy: the free movement 
of goods, labor, capital and 
services. At the beginning of 
1999, the euro is introduced 
unifying the European Union 
under one currency. Ten 
countries joined this group in 
2004. They were: the Czech 
Republic, Cyprus, Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, 
Malta, Poland, Slovenia and 
Slovakia. The European 
Union reached its current 
number of 27 in 2007 when 
Bulgaria and Romania join the 

ranks of member countries. 
European Union trade 
accounts for almost twenty 
percent of the total global 
imports and exports, while 
possessing only around seven 
percent of the total world 
population. The European 
Union is mainly governed by 
three law making institutions: 
the European Parliament, 
the Council of the European 
Union, and the European 
Commission. Though the 
trading and opportunities 
provided by the European 
Union have been promising 
and exciting, there have been 
problems that have arisen. In 

2009, the EU told the nations 
of Ireland, Spain, France and 
Greece to reduce their budget 
defi cits. Soon after, Greece 
reported that their national 
debt had reached a record 
300 billion dollars, over 110 
percent of Greece’s Gross 
Domestic Product, whereas 
the Union limit is 60 percent. 
As the global economic crisis 
and recession continued 
to spiral out of control, 
worry began to grow over 
the economies of Portugal, 
Ireland, Greece, and Spain. 

As 2009 came to a close, the 
seventeen nations of the 
Eurozone, or the seventeen 
nations that use the euro 
within the European Union, 
looked shaky. Entering 2010, 
prospects were looking bleak 
for the European economy 
and things did not get much 
better as the year progressed. 
In the early stages of 2010, 
Greece was reprimanded 
for some irregularities in 
its accounting, making the 
amount of debt it was in seem 
less than it actually was. By 
April, 30 billion was being 
provided as a safety net for 
the Eurozone and on May 2, 

2010, the IMF 
paid a 110 billion 
dollar bailout 
to Greece and 
its crumbling 
economy. That 
was not the end 
of a turbulent 
2010 for the 
EU, as the EU 
also paid out 
an 85 billion 
dollar bailout 
to the Republic 
of Ireland’s 
stagnant 
economy.In 
February 2011, 
the European 
Union set up 
the European 
Stability 

Mechanism, which is a 
permanent bailout fund for 
the European Union worth 
500 billion dollars. However, 
the European Stability 
Mechanism’s money was 
soon put to use as Portugal 
admitted that it could not 
deal with its own fi nances 
and requested a bailout. Soon 
after, the Eurozone approved 
a 78 billion dollar bailout 
of Portugal. That was not 
the end of the Eurozone’s 
work to try and battle the 
global economic crisis as the 

situation in Greece did not 
improve as 2011 progressed, 
even with the bailout from 
2010. Greece is in need of 
a second bailout by July of 
2011 and is given yet another 
bailout, this time worth 155 
billion dollars, in hopes that 
the bailout will prevent the 
contagion from spreading to 
other European countries. 
Towards the end of 2011, 
Italy starts to come under 
fi re. Though the Italian 
government is able to pass an 
austerity budget in time, their 
credit score is demoted to “A” 
from an “A+” by Standard 
and Poor’s debt rating this 
European group decided to 
work together, getting rid of 
duties on trade among the 
countries in the agreement 
and controlling agriculture 
prices among them too. Along 
with the drop in credit rating, 
the value of the euro dropped 

sharply as the EU 
faced problems and 
growing turmoil. 
Coming into the 
new year, the 
European Union 
and the Eurozone 
face problems that 
need to be faced and 
could determine the 
fate of the European 
Union and the 
European economy 
for years to come. 
Italy and Spain 
will be looking to 
borrow heavily at 
interest rates that are 
affordable. Greece 
must come to terms 
with its creditors 
and fi nd a system 
to pay them off so 
that the country can 
put its debt behind 
them and attempt 
to get back on their 
feet. Greece seems 
to have lied about 
their economy 
and their fi gures, 

reporting that their budget 
defi cit was less than four 
percent, when in reality it was 
almost fourteen percent of 
their gross domestic product. 
As a result of this, Greece and 
its two needed bailouts have 
caused the European Union 
and its affi liated countries 
to go into a tailspin and pay 
billions upon billions of 
dollars to bailout the Greek 
economy. The crisis has also 
spread to the surrounding 
countries and risked the 
value of the euro and the 
European Union’s reputation. 
Greece’s dishonesty about 
their economy should have 
had them out of the Eurozone 
much earlier, but now they 
need to be out of it in order 
to try and salvage some hope 
while Greece tries to stabilize 
its situation, both politically 
and economically. Kicking 
Greece out of the Eurozone 
will not completely solve the 
problem, though it is a good 
start. After getting rid of 
Greece, the European Union 
should try and admit Turkey 
if it deems it a stable enough 
economy. The European 
Union should stick with the 
euro, though some want 
it gone. In addition, they 
should try to get the United 
Kingdom to become part 
of the Eurozone, since the 
British economy is relatively 
strong and their inclusion 
into the euro currency can 
greatly benefi t the euro and 
push the price of the euro up, 
thus increasing the European 
economy, especially those 
in the Eurozone. All in all, 
to save itself, the European 
Union should fi rst kick out 
the country of Greece, then 
it should look to expand the 
size of the Eurozone with 
some more stable European 
economies in order to boost 
the euro and the European 
Union economy as a whole. 
Everyone would be better off.
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Greece is the weak link in the Eurpoean Union and suffers 
from urgent debt problems.        
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Inside Out: Dr. Luddy, Haleigh Beckerman, Thomas Murphy, and Adrianna Soldevila
What would people be sur-
prised to learn about you?

Dr. Richard Luddy: I struggle 
to learn things.

Haleigh Beckerman: I can 
teach you how to Dougie.

Thomas Murphy: I can still 
recite “The Raven” in a Britsh 
accent.

Adrianna Soldevila: How 
injury prone and clumsy I am.

If you could be anyone else 
at Nortwest for a day, who 
would you be, and why?

RL: I would be any student, 
because I could go to classes 
all day. 

HB: Jess Tyler, so I could play 
football. #OneGoal

AS: Mrs. Adamo, because 
she’s the best!

If you were stranded on a 
desert island, who would 
you want to be stranded 
with, and why?

RL: My wife. 
We’re best 
friends and 
would have 
fun.

HB: Alex Mor-
tillaro.

TM: Pat 
Nista. I’d die 
of laughter 
before the 
natural causes.

What words 
of wisdom do 
you live by? 

RL: “Be nice, 
have fun.”

HB: “Do what you can, with 
what you have, where you 
are.”

TM: “I don’t want to be a 
product of my environment, I 
want my environment to be a 
product of me.”

AS: “If at fi rst you don’t suc-
ceed, just dust yourself off 
and try again.”

What three things could you 
not live without?

RL: “Things” are not impor-
tant.

HB: My family, music, and 
Harry Potter.

TM: Chris Volg, air, golf.

AS: Canned peas, my favorite 
pillow, and my phone.

Who or what makes you 
laugh?

RL: Mr. Fletcher

HB: Ryan Strid and Brennan 
Graham.

TM: No question; Mr. Mas-

saro.

AS: Anthony Carter and 
Kassie, my best friends.

What would be the fi rst thing 
you would do if you won ten 
million dollars?

RL: Go to school and teach 
Physics students.

HB: Get some sleep.

TM: Buy myself and Becca 
exorbitant amounts of sushi 
from “Umi.”

What annoys you the most?

RL: Politics/Politicians.

TM: Rudeness.

AS: When people eat like 
cows.

What would be your person-
al theme song?

RL: (Only The Beginning) 
“Beginnings.”

HB: Young, 
Wild, and 
Free - Wiz 
Khalifa.

TM: Any 
song from the 
Rocky mov-
ies.

What would 
your fi rst 
action as 
President of 
the United 
States be?

RL: To listen 
and look at 
both sides.

TM:  Ap-
point Brian 
McGowan, 
Tanner 

Vaughn, and Conor Hardy as 
my cabinet.

What movie could you watch 
over and over again, and 
why?

RL: It’s a wonderful life - once 
a year. 

HB: Slumdog Millionaire.

TM: Anything with Denzel 
Washington, Jack Nicholson, 
or Ryan Gossling.

AS: The Blindside - because 
it’s my favorite movie.

If the whole world were lis-
tening, what would you say?

RL: “Be nice.”

HB: “www.
twitter.
com/@
hals_b”

TM: “Don’t 
bite the 
mailman.”

If you could 
ask God 
one ques-
tion, what 
would it 
be?

RL: No 
questions, just “thanks.”

HB: Why did you make me so 
beautiful?

TM: Why do you allow gas 
prices to be so high?

AS: Why must people die?

If you could have only one 
food for the rest of your life 
(assuming that this strange 

situation would not affect 
your health), which food 
would you choose?

RL: Cookies.

HB: Nectarines.

TM: Nature Valley bars - I 
actually did this for about 
eight months.

AS: Rice and beans with 
chuletas

If you could hear what 
someone is thinking for a 
day, who would you choose, 
and why?

RL: Someone else’s 
thoughts would 
overwhelm me. 
They should keep 
them.

TM: Becca Sierejko. 
“Where should we 
go for dinner?”, 
“I don’t care, you 
pick.” Come on...

AS: A dog because I 
always wonder what 
is going through its 
mind. 

What is your 
greatest ambition in 
life?

RL: To be nice.

TM: To be featured 
in “Passages.”

AS: Owning my own 
electronic business like my 
dad.

Who is your hero, and why?

RL: My children - they 
survived me.

HB: J.K. Rowling, for 
inspiring me.

TM: Parker Schnabel, no 
explanation needed.

AS: My mom because she’s 
such an inspiration and an 
amazing woman.

If you could live anywhere 
in the world, where would 

you live?

RL: West Hartford.

HB: London.

TM: 233 Oxford Street, 
Hartford - the Massaro’s 
house.

AS: Clear Water, Florida.

If you could manage any 
professional sports team, 
what team would you 
choose?

RL: Red Sox.

HB: Gryffi ndor Quidditch 

team.

TM: The Patriots. I would 
bankrupt them, forcing them 
to leave the NFL.

AS: Boston Celtics.

What would be the title of 
your biography?

RL: Don’t Panic

HB: Casper Meets 
Haleigh

What magazine 
do you always 
look forward to 
getting in the 
mail?

RL: Popular 
Science.

HB: Cosmo.

TM: Time. No 
joke I love politics.

What random fact are you 
most proud to know?

RL: Seven.

HB: Wiping the grease off of 
pizza removes 75% of the fat.

AS: You can’t say the letter 
“M” without having your lips 
touch.

Haleigh Beckerman
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By Rose O’Brien

In the past few days we 
have all heard and read 
about SOPA. We have read 
how some big-name tech 
companies are either for 
SOPA or against it. The issue 
relates to a constitutional 

issue of freedom 
of speech and 
expression. 
Search engines 
do not and 
cannot control 
the websites to 
which users are 
transported to 
by them. The 
contents belong 
to the websites to 
which the users 
have visited and 
not to the search 
engines. SOPA’s 
main targets are 
illegal overseas 
sites like torrent 
hub The Pirate 
Bay, which 
is known for 

illegal downloads. Go to the 
The Pirate Bay, type in any 
current hit movie or TV show 
like “Glee,” and you’ll see 
links to download full seasons 
and recent episodes for free. 
SOPA fails to comprehend 
the basic difference between 
physical theft and ‘content 
theft’. Content theft is making 
a copy and the original is 
still intact. It is still a serious 
offense and requires adequate 
measures to handle it, but 

blocking off domains is 
not one of them. The most 
disconcerting fact is that if 
SOPA is made a law it will 
mean that US copyright law 
can be imposed anywhere in 
the world. Any site, even if 
it is not registered or hosted 
in US or even if the content  
is not stored in the US, can 
be blocked. The bill would 
have an impact on technology 
companies, and small and 
large websites across the US, 
by effectively regulating them 
out of business through the 
rigid rules against the free 
sharing of content, which 
is what social networks 
like Facebook, Twitter and 
websites like Wikipedia 
thrive on.  No doubt that 
copyright infringement 
and infl ammatory content 
on social media are serious 
issues, but censoring is not 
the solution. You block one 
domain, a hundred others can 
spurt. You censor Facebook 
and Twitter then on to 
Tumblr. To date, no serious 
crimes have occurred due 
to social media. Imagine a 
classroom of people. The 
teacher realizes that one 
child has copied but doesn’t 
know which. Will she fail 
the whole class? What SOPA 
is attempting to do is just 
that. Punish the Internet 
because some kid somewhere 
downloads or uploads 
material that infringes 
copyright. SOPA? How about 
NOPA.

By Annie Berning

The Stop Online Piracy Act, 
or SOPA, is a bill proposed 
by Congressman Lamar 
Smith that is under review 
by Congress. The concept 
of SOPA is basic: to stop 
online piracy of music, 
television programs, images, 
fi lm, artwork, software, 
and information. This goal 
will be accomplished by 
cutting off U.S. Internet 
users’ access to any illegal 
information and by making 
it impossible for foreigners 
to steal copyrighted material. 
Those in favor of SOPA 
argue that allowing anyone, 
especially foreigners, to steal 
copyrighted information 
off of the Internet without 
permission is enabling a form 
of theft. Theft of American 
intellectual property costs 
US companies over $100 
billion annually in addition 
to the loss of thousands of 
American jobs. “The online 
theft of American intellectual 
property is no different than 
the theft of products from a 
store. It is illegal and the law 
should be enforced both in 
the store and online,” says 
House Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Lamar Smith of 
Texas. The consequences 
of not addressing this 
widespread problem are too 
signifi cant to ignore. Major 
companies are benefi ting from 
the theft of movies, music, 
television shows, and other 

creative works. However the 
companies that have worked 
so hard to produce these 
products are not the ones 
making the big profi ts. The 
artists and employees of the 
companies that produce such 
products are suffering. When 
major corporations 
have taken the 
risks and worked 
so diligently to 
produce multi-
million dollar 
movies, for 
example, and then 
have their profi ts 
stolen through 
online piracy acts, 
everyone from 
the directors and 
major movie stars 
down to the light 
crew and make-
up artists get 
penalized. In a 
decade when our 
country’s citizens 
are already 
facing hard 
fi nancial times, this theft 
cannot continue to occur if 
we are to reward creativity 
and remain a prosperous 
nation. “The Committee 
will continue to work with 
both copyright owners 
and Internet companies 
to develop proposals that 
combat online piracy and 
protect America’s intellectual 
property. We welcome input 
from all organizations and 
individuals who have an 
honest difference of opinion 

about how best to address 
this widespread problem,” 
continued Congressman 
Smith. The government 
hopes to revise and make 
SOPA the most benefi cial 
that it can be, and then to 
begin implementing it. The 

core goals of SOPA are 
commendable, and once 
the details of this bill are 
clarifi ed to provide the 
best protection of artists, 
writers, and producers, it will 
become a vital component 
of American intellectual 
property protection. This 
bill will make it possible for 
artists, writers, and producers 
to continue to work and post 
their accomplishments online 
without the fear of their work 
being stolen.

Point-Counterpoint: Is SOPA An Act That Should Be Passed?
Pnt: SOPA Necessary to Protect Artists Everywhere CntrPnt: SOPA Hurts Americans

Many popular websites are threatened by SOPA.
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As Election Day Approaches, the Republican Party Searches for the Best Candidate
By: Agata Harabasz

And then there were four… 
In preparation for this year’s 
presidential election in 
November, a large number 
of potential Republican 

Party candidates have been 
battling it out for the chance 
to go up against President 
Obama. What started out as 
seven candidates has slowly 
dwindled down to four. In 
a primary election, party 
members and voters select a 
candidate by voting for them. 
In essence, the candidate 
with the most support will 
be declared the candidate for 
the general election. Now, 
let’s look at who wanted to 
run this year. Starting the list 
of ten is Tim Pawlenty, who 
was also the fi rst candidate 
to drop out. Pawlenty served 
as the Representative from 

Minnesota in Congress 
and then as governor of 
Minnesota. He ran on 
a strongly conservative 
platform. Upon his 
withdrawal from the race in 
August of 2011, he announced 

his endorsement 
of Governor 
Mitt Romney. 
Next on the list 
is Herman Cain, 
who withdrew 
in December. His 
proposed 9-9-9 tax 
plan and debate 
performances 
made him a 
front runner in 

the fall of 2011, 
however, due to some 
struggles with dealing 
with sexual misconduct 
allegations, Cain withdrew 
and endorsed candidate 
Newt Gingrich. Gary Earl 
Johnson was a candidate for 
the Libertarian side of the 
Republican movement. He 
was particularly known for 
his low-tax libertarian views 
and participation in multiple 
triathlons, but withdrew 
from the Republican ballot 
in December and decided to 
run as a third party candidate 
for the Libertarian Party. As 
the only woman running 
this year as well, Michele 

Bachmann really caused 
some commotion. She was 
the fi rst woman Republican 
to serve in Congress. She is 
a strong social conservative 
candidate and opposes 
issues such as abortion and 
gay marriage. She withdrew 
from the race in January on 
account of low placement 
in the Iowa caucuses. Rick 
Perry, current governor 
of Texas, ran as a fi scal 
conservative. He absolutely 
opposes any raises in taxes, 
but has led Texas into a state 
of greater debt than when 
he fi rst assumed his role 
as governor. Due to some 
unfortunate performances 
at debates, Perry suspended 
his campaign in January and 
endorsed Newt Gingrich. 
Next to drop out was Jon 
Huntsman, former governor 
of Utah. He dropped out 
after placing a distant third 
in the New Hampshire 
primary and endorsed Mitt 
Romney. Still in the running, 
Ron Paul is a Representative 
for the state of Texas, three-
time candidate for the 
president of the US, and 
Libertarian. He is known for 
his performances at debates 
and reasoned out responses 
to questions His polls have 
gradually diminished 

throughout the primaries. 
Rick Santorum, former 
lawyer, is a strong social 
conservative and former 
senator of Pennsylvania. He 
strongly emphasizes fi scal 
restraint and looks favorable 
on starting a war with Iran. 
He has quickly risen to the 
top of national polls and won 
caucuses in Iowa, Minnesota, 
Colorado, and the Missouri 
Primary. Former Speaker of 
the House, author, political 

consultant and history 
teacher, Newt Gingrich has 
even been named “man of 
the year” for TIME magazine.  
He is running as a social 
conservative, but due to 
his multiple marriages and 
divorces, and his consulting 
work with Freddie Mac, 

he has lost some numbers 
in the polls. American 
businessman and politician, 
Mitt Romney was Governor 
of Massachusetts as well as 
a Mormon Missionary to 
France. He is running on a 
fi scal platform. He is faring 
very well in the primaries 
and has been considered to be 
top runner for the candidate 
spot. With four candidates 
and four months of primaries 
left, it is diffi cult to predict 

what will happen next. Mitt 
Romney is currently top 
runner, followed by Newt 
Gingrich, Rick Santorum 
and Ron Paul. Watch out 
for which of the remaining 
four candidates will rise to 
challenge President Obama in 
November.

President Obama competes with the Republican candidates.

Republican Mitt Romney speaks to the crowd.
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Passages Passages                        
By Caroline O’Neill

The girls’ Basketball Team 
plays each and every game 
with purpose – there is never 
a moment when a player 
is seen trying less than one 
hundred and ten percent 
and there is an undeniable 
sense of camaraderie that 

only a true team can exude. 
Throughout the long, 
exhausting weeks of the 
season, which started back 
in November, the girls, with 
the help of Head Coach Karl 
Herbert, have developed 
into a powerhouse of a team. 
Leading the girls, both on 

and off the court, were the 
senior captains, Jess Tyler 
’12 and Kathleen “K-Mac” 
McCormack ’12. Though the 
team is composed of mostly 
juniors, the seniors had a very 
important role this year, as 
they have helped develop 
the team into a family of 
hard-working, motivated 

girls. Mary Becker ‘13 
says, “The captains are 
truly strong leaders 
of the team. They care 
about the team as a 
whole and support 
every player.”After 
overcoming a rocky 
start, the girls pushed 
forward with their 
signature determination 
and willingness to 
improve. It was this 
hard work which earned 
them a remarkable 
record at the end of the 
season - only six losses 
and an impressive 
fourteen wins. For a 
relatively small school, 
this record is virtually 

unheard of. The girls have 
attributed their success 
to their close relationship 
with each other. The most 
important factor of a team 
is its core - the relationship 
between the players. The 
true companionship which 
the girls have developed 

throughout the season 
has given the girls the 
opportunity to become better 
players. Learning each others’ 
strengths and weaknesses 
has shown on the court - 
their plays have come to be 
nearly fl awless, and their 
ability to communicate has 
grown signifi cantly and 
to their advantage. This 
year, the varsity team is, 
yet again, grateful for its 
strong individual players, 
who have lived up to and 
beyond all expectations. 
High-point shooters Alyssa 
Reaves ‘13 and Haley 
Connors ‘15, whose names 
frequent the morning 
announcements, continually 
make great contributions to 
the scoreboard. Other strong 
players include point guard 
Jacqui Denver ‘13, forward 
Ali Connors ‘13, and post 
Alecia Dulaire ‘13. Although 
these individual players 
have truly helped the team 
succeed, each player is a 
valued asset to the team. 
Having qualifi ed for the 
State Tournament, the girls 
look back at their season 
with approval. The girls are 
confi dent in a strong fi nish, 
and they certainly hope to 
have a great season next year, 
as well with their young stars 
looking to shine through. 

By Jessica Jordano

Northwest Catholic continues 
to show great pride and 
interest in our high school 
sports. With the athletes 
working hard every practice, 
game, or meet, and the fans 
coming to cheer on their 
friends and colleagues, 
the community of NWC 
continues to show great 
talent in athletics.  Both the 

athletes and the fans show 
fascination in NWC sports, 
which defi nitely includes the 
Northwest Catholic Track 
Team. The boys track team 
continuously shows several 
examples of how they are 
dedicated to this sport and 
their school. Dedication was 
seen by all the athletes of 
the boys’ indoor track team. 
However, captains Brian 
Poirier ‘12, Jalen Lollar ‘12, 
and Wes Hopkins ‘12 led 
the team well all season.  
Showing great amounts of 
leadership and loyalty, the 
boys’ indoor season was an 
overall success. Jalen Lollar 
12’ expresses his dedication 
by mentioning, “Track is life.”  
Additionally, Anthony Carter 
‘12 says, “Do what you do, 
and do it well.” These quotes 
regarding the team’s passion 
for the sport emphasize their 

great enthusiasm when they 
run for Northwest Catholic.  
These quotes also represent 
the hard work needed 
for the team to have their 
success. As Anthony Carter 
mentions, there are high 
expectations on the track team 
that need to be met.  All the 
athletes not only set these 
high goals for themselves 
and their teammates, but 
in several ways, they meet 
these expectations as well. 
An example of when their 

hard work paid off is when 
the boys track team took the 
title of the 2012 Class S State 
Championship.  Ryan Kosha 
‘12 replies, “Winning the 
Class S State Championship 
has been a surreal experience 
for our team.” Without a 
doubt, the boys’ success was 
seen by the entire Northwest 
community. Just before the 
gun is sounded, the track 
athlete says to himself, “I 

am fast, I am 
strong, I am 
confi dent,” 
fueling the 
runner to not 
only win the 
race, but to 
give him that 
extra boost of 
self-assurance 
before he 
runs on the 
track with 

incredible speed.  
This encouraging 

motto was one of the many 
that Coach Williamson 
introduced to the track team. 
All of Coach Williamson’s 
inspiring maxims provide the 
boys’ track athletes with that 
extra dose of reassurance, and 
also speed.  Throughout the 
season, Coach Williamson 
continued to show guidance 
to the team.  The boys track 
athletes were constantly 
reassured and motivated 
by his inspiration words.
Ryan Kosha ‘12 mentioned, 
“Someone on the team 
mentioned that we were 
“one big family” and I 
would have to agree.  Our 
victory [the 2012 Class S 
State Championship] was 
from a combined effort 
across the board, with 
strong performances from 
everyone.” In addition to 
the successes that the team 

has had, Brian Poirier ‘12 
and Jared Delane ‘13 went 
to the New Balance Indoor 
Nationals at the armory in 
New York City. Brian fi nished 
16th in the country, placing 
second of all the Connecticut 
runners, and running a 
sold 1:51 800m. Jared set a 
personal best in the 55 and 
also ran the 200 open, placing 
well and giving a good name 
to our school. We would like 
to congratulate these two on 
all their success this season. 

By Matt Marshall

Many fans came out to 
support Senior Night on 
February 18th, 2012. The 
hockey team won their 13th 
victory after beating E.O 
Smith-Tolland-Windham. 
NWC won an early lead of 
3-0 by the end of the fi rst 
quarter. Early on in the 
second quarter E.O Smith-
Tolland-Windham responded 
by scoring. By the end of the 
second quarter, Northwest 
stayed on top popping 
two more goals in 5-1.  In 
an intense third quarter 
Northwest Catholic scored 
extra three goals securing 
their win with a fi nal score of 

8-3.  Goalie Matt Greenwood 
’12 had a low of nine saves 
that game.The boys’ hockey 
team has dominated in 
numerous games this season 
including the their shutout 
wins over Wethersfi eld 5-0 
and Brookfi eld, Bethel, and 

Danbury 2-0. This season had 
wins over huge rivals such as 
Simsbury and East Catholic 
beating them twice early in 
the season. These wins proved 
their strength and hope for 
a state championship. Since 
last year the team improved 
their record of 11-10-2 by 
gaining two more wins with 
this year’s record being 13-
4-0. With their recent win 
the team qualifi ed for the 
Division III State Tournament. 
Under the leadership of the 
senior co-captains Brennan 
Graham ‘12, Connor Hardy 
‘12, AJ Massaro ‘12, Tanner 
Vaughn ‘12, and Matt 
Greenwood ’12 the team 
has had another successful 

season. So far the 
team collectively 
has 74 goals and 
over 300 saves. 
Covering the 
overall season, 
Brennan Graham 
’12 said, “This 
season we have 
worked harder 
than ever, with 
a seven game 
winning streak, 

and hope to end up at Yale 
again for championships.” 
The Division III tournament 
rankings state Northwest 
Catholic as fourth in points 
in its division. In the Central 
Connecticut East Northwest 
is ranked 2nd overall and leads 

in number of goals, assists, 
and points by Junior Pat 
Melanson ’14 with AJ Massaro 
’12 following in second and 
Jeff Greenwood ’14 in third. 
The team is also fi fth in the 
number of Division III league 
wins, 7. Northwest has a 
considerably high winning 
percentage of .765, the second 
highest of their division. To 
qualify for the tournament 
the team has to have a 
.400 winning percentage. 
Northwest is set to fi nd out 
their competition in the fi rst 
round of the tournament 
on March 3rd.  As the team 
powers through the end of 
the season, currently riding a 
seven game winning streak, 
they will need to continue 
to rely on their upper class 
leadership and team depth.  
Overall Northwest Hockey’s 
continued success can be 
attributed to the coaching, 
cohesive attack, and strong 
defense. The Hockey Team 
recently became CCC 
champions as they defeated 
WAVE in overtime. No 
matter what happens to the 
Hockey team at the end of 
this year, they have had a 
season to remember. This is 
one of the most successful 
Northwest Catholic Hockey 
teams to ever play and they 
have many underclassmen, 
so the future of this program 
should be very bright.

NWC Girls’ Basketball Has Early Success

Northwest Catholic Hockey Stays Strong

Track Team Runs to Victory

Alex Hunter ‘13 watches the play.
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The 4x800 relay team holds up the championship plaque.
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Jacqui Denver ‘13 lines up her shot.
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The track team poses with the state 
championship plaque.
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By Nicholas Italia

“We’re fast, strong, and 
confi dent.” The Girls’ track 
team ended the season with 
a third place fi nish overall in 
the Class S Meet. Bloomfi eld 
took home fi rst place for the 
third year in a row. Senior 

captains Liz Allen, Megan 
Baker, and Megan Auletta 
portrayed the ideal leadership 
for the rest of the team as they 
pushed through the season. 
“We worked hard every 
single day, pushing ourselves 
and each other as hard as we 
could to reach our fi nal goal. 
Even though we fell slightly 
short, we have shown that we 
can be real contenders for the 
outdoor 2012 track season,” 
Captain Elizabeth Allen says 
about how the indoor season 
went. The season started out 
with several developmental 
meets at Wesleyan’s indoor 
track, where Coach Patrick 
Williamson could see the 
strengths and diagnose the 
issues that they would be 
faced with for the rest of the 
season. Over Christmas break, 
the girls went on a midseason 
trip to the Rhode Island 
Invitational, where they 
were tested by competition 
of the highest level. The 
girls ran really well and star 
performances were had by 

Sarah Gillespie ’13, and the 
4x800 relay team of Liz Allen, 
Meg Baker, Lauren Cenci ’15, 
Biddy Lathrop ’13. At this 
point, the girls knew that they 
were going to compete well 
in the Class S meet. The girls 
were prepared, and when the 
meet came around, they knew 
what they had to do to win. 
The week prior to the Class 
S meet, Northwest Catholic 
had placed third overall in the 
CCC Championships. This is 

often considered harder and 
more competitive than the 
Class S state meet. The girls 
knew that they were strong 
in the running for the Class S 
championship. On the start of 
the day, the girls’ 4x200 with 
a time of 1:52 placed sixth, 
adding the fi rst few points to 

the eventual 
third place 
fi nish. The 
4x800 placed 
third with a 
time of 9:58 
and Francesca 
Flynn ’12 came 
in sixth in the 
55m dash with 

a time of 7:54. The 
team was proud 
of what they were 

doing, placing in almost every 
event so far. The Northwest 
Catholic Girls’ SMR of 
Francesca Flynn, Rachel 
Duncan ’12, Jenna Jordano 
’13, and Sarah Gillespie ’13, 
was seeded fi rst in the entire 
state. They lived up to their 
reputation, winning with a 
time of 4:12. With this time, 
the girls qualifi ed for the 
National Meet at the Armory 
in New York on March 10, 
2012, where they take on 
the best SMR teams in the 
country. In addition to the 
SMR, Sarah Gillespie ran in 
both the 1000 and the 1600. 
She won both of these races 
with times of 2:51 and 4:59, 
respectively. Sarah ran in the 
New England invitational, 
where she placed second, 
and at Nationals in March as 
well. Even though the Girls 
obtained all these points 
and contributions from 
nearly every event, it was 

only enough for third. 
Nevertheless, the girls 
are going to regroup and 
look towards the outdoor 
season where they hope 
to take home the title. 
The Girls’ also went on 
to compete at the New 
Balance Nationals at the 
armory in New York 
City. The best athletes in 
the entire country came 
together at the armory 
to compete with each 
other to test their skills 
as the best in the nation. 
The Girls’ SMR team 
comprised of Francesca 
Flynn ‘12, Rachel Duncan 
‘12, Jenna Jordano ‘13,  
and Sarah Gillespie ‘13 

compete and placed fi fteenth.  
Jenna Jordano was running on 
a hurt hamstring, which she 
injured earlier in the season 
at the CCC championship 
meet. Even with this injury, 
the sprint medley relay still 
placed fi fteenth, which is an 
incredible feat. In addition to 
this medley, Sarah Gillespie 
ran in the 1000 meter run and 
placed seventh. We are so 
proud of all the runners as 
they represent our school. 

By Elizabeth O’Neill 

“H2O – two parts heart, 
one part obsession,” reads 
the backs of Northwest 
Catholic’s swimming and 
diving team’s sweatshirts 
for this year’s competitive 
season. The members of the 
2011-2012 team have not just 
worn this phrase on their 
sweatshirts, but they have 
lived it. Led by the team’s 
seniors captain, Saralynne 
Brown ’12, the team has 
worked tirelessly this season 
to achieve great success as 
a fairly young team. While 
each individual performs his 
or her strokes and dives to 
obtain his or her best possible 
score, the individual scores 
also contribute to the team’s 
overall score. This typically 
works to the advantage 
of both the individual 
competitors as well as the 
team, as Northwest Catholic’s 
swimmers are blessed with 
immense talent, as well as 
drive.  “Gracie an extra hard 
worker,” head coach Spencer 
Hartmann said of Gracie 
Kunkel ’13. “She practices 
with the boys and races 
with the boys, which takes 
her to the next level. She’s 
just very, very talented.” 
Kunkel proved her talent at 
the Girls’ Splash Classic, an 

invitational swim meet held 
annually for girls who swim 
on co-ed teams, when the 
young athlete’s outstanding 

performance yielded fi rst 
place wins in the 100 and 200 
freestyle. This year’s Girls’ 
Splash Classic was held at 
Plainville High School on 
February 25th, and with only 
four swimmers and one 
diver competing, Northwest 
Catholic was the smallest 
team. However, with the new 
200 free relay team, composed 
of Zoe Garvey, Olivia 
Karanian, Gabby Hoefer, and 
junior Gracie Kunkel, NWC 
was able to break the record 
previously set by reigning 

champion Avon High School, 
obtaining a third-place overall 
victory. Diver Kelsey Baker 
’14 shone at this meet, as well 

as throughout the season.
The boys on the Northwest 
Catholic Swimming and 
Diving team have faced 
similar victories. Like 
their female counterpart, 
the boys relay team is 
comprised of young 
and talented swimmers, 
including Christian 
Smith ’15, Nick Ruddat 
’13, Tyler Stites ’13, and 
Matt Masciocchi ’15, who 
have worked together 
to swim cohesively, 
morphing from a debut 
team into a competitive 
aquatic powerhouse. 

Thomas Vignati ’13, as well 
as the dynamic McCarthy trio 
(triplets Austin, Collin, and 
Ian, all juniors) have stood out 
on the swim team this year. 
Among the goals of this year’s 
coaching team of Spencer 
Hartmann, Steve Wild, and 
John Helm were the objectives 
that “each swimmer [would] 
improve individual times as 
the season progresses,” and 
that a “sense of pride, work 
ethic, confi dence, leadership 
skills, and team work” would 
be instilled in the team as 
whole. The team knows that 
these goals are in reach. 
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Sarah Gillespie ‘13 runs on the track.
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The team prepares for the meet.
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We Are Fast and Strong Swim Team Turns Everyday into a Win

By Agata Harabasz 

“I don’t think that I’ve ever 
had that much fun at a pep 
rally!” agreed Northwest 
Catholic students as they 
exited the gym on Friday, 
February 10.  Students had 
been at a pep rally and 
student-faculty basketball 
game that Friday and 
displayed an amount of 
enthusiasm that hadn’t been 
visible in a while. Instead 
of opting for the traditional 
“mag-ball shoot-out” or pep 

rally activities, the Northwest 
Catholic Student Council 
decided to shake things 
up and bring back an old 
tradition: the student-faculty 
basketball game. With a class 
of spirited seniors and a staff 
of teachers ready to compete, 

Students Play Faculty in Basketball
the game was entertaining, 
enjoyable, and an overall 
success. All the hard work 
put into organizing the event 
really paid off as it seemed 
like everyone left with a smile 
on their face and a greater 
amount of school 
spirit than before.  
Everything, from 
the actual game to 
the clothes worn by 
student and faculty 
athletes, was original. 
On the student’s 
side, with coach 

Thomas Murphy 
‘12 and assistant 
coach Devon Bodey 
‘12, seniors Henry 
Hayes, Ryan Strid, 
Caroline Carew, 
Haleigh Beckerman, 
Ariane Leuenberger, 
Tyler Huffman, 
Tyler Calitri, and 
Lucien Cance dominated 
the court.  On the teacher’s 
side, faculty athletes coached 
by Alexander Mortillaro ‘12 
with assistance by Brennan 
Graham ‘12 were Mr. Przech, 
Mr. Gooley, Mr. Carlson, 
Mrs. Oates, Mrs. Williamson, 
Coach Johnson, Mr. 
Martorelli, and volleyball 
coach Jeanne DiGiacomo.  
Additional highlights of the 

game included Kuran Iverson 
‘13 as the referee in a skin-
tight referee costume, Marcel 
Lewis ‘12 as the enthusiastic 
commentator, Kevin 
Langan ‘12 as the overly 
zealous students’ personal 
cheerleader (complete 
with his own cheerleading 
uniform), and A.J. Massaro 
‘12 as the comedically frantic 
gym janitor.  The crowd 

Arianne Leuenberger ‘12 runs 
down the court.
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Marcel Lewis ‘12 provides commentary 
for the exciting game.

went crazy when Haleigh 
Beckerman ‘12 made a 
miraculous 3-pointer and 
when Kuran Iverson ‘13 took 
a leave of absence from his 
role as referee and dunked the 
ball for the crowd to see. Both 

sides showed immense 
teamwork and the game was 
close, as the students did not 
win by a very large margin. 
The teachers certainly put 
up a fi ght and never gave 
up.  Top scorer was senior 
Henry Hayes ‘12 from the 
students’ team. After the 
incredible event that was the 
student-faculty basketball 
game, students can’t wait to 
see what the student council 
has planned for the next pep 
rally. Hopefully this game 
can become a tradition at 
Northwest Catholic High 
School so that everyone can 
witness this spectacular 
event again. We can all look 
forward to next year’s game 
and continue to show our 
NWC pride in the pep-ralleys 
to come. 

Francesca Flynn ‘12, Rachel Duncan ‘12, Jenna 
Jordano ‘13, and Sarah Gillespie ‘13
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Passages Passages                        
By Elizabeth O’Neill

Most sports teams 
compete for one season. 
The Northwest Catholic 
cheerleaders are in their 
second season of the 2011-
2012 academic year – and 
still going. The cheerleaders, 
a group of vivacious 
freshmen, sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors, is led 
by Katherine Velazquez ’12 
and Adrianna Soldevila ’12. 
Both girls act not only as 
enthusiastic cheerleaders on 
the squad, but also as role 
models. Their infectious 
charm and persistent 
willingness to embrace 
the new and challenging 
routines introduced by 

coaches Christine Michaud 
and Tina Scoppetta is 
inspiring – not only to the 
girls’ fellow teammates, 
but also to the other winter 
athletes whom they support. 
The cheerleaders are 
present at girls’ and boys’ 
varsity basketball games, 
traveling with the teams 
to bolster spirit away from 
home, or remaining at the 
Belly of the Beast to bring 
the crowd to their feet. 
Thus far they have done a 
fantastic job accumulating 
team spirit. They have also 
participated in various 
competitions, in which the 
girls have demonstrated their 
tremendous skill and heart, 
and have impressed the 

judges. Standout cheerleaders 
include Zara Lenihan ’14, 
a talented fl yer whose 
fl exibility and fi ne skill level 
earned her the fall athletic 
season cheerleading MVP. 
Fellow sophomore Ayanna 
Smith also stands out as a 
gregarious cheerleader whose 
good-hearted humor perfectly 
complements her talent and 
her drive to rally support 
and compete to the best of 
her ability. The Northwest 
Catholic cheerleaders are 
at the heart of the athletic 
community, offering support 
and spirit both on and off the 
court. The team wishes their 
fellow athletes the best of 
luck in their future basketball 
games – and the Northwest 

Catholic community wishes 
its cheerleaders the best of 
luck in their future endeavors. 
Senior captian Katherine 
Velazquez says, “During 
practice we work hard at 
practicing cheers and learning 
new stunts, and during games 
we work hard and are loud to 
cheer on the boys during their 
games keeping everyone’s 
spirits up.” The girls have to 
be prepared because when 
it comes down to it, the 
cheerleaders need to be on 
the top of their game in order 
for the cheering section to be 
loud, strong, and confi dent.  
The girls hope to follow the 
boys’ basketball and girls’ 
basketball teams to the state 
tournament, where both are 

seeded high and expected to 
do well. Both teams are in 
the Class L tournament, and 
the cheerleaders are going 
to follow every move. As 
long as there is a big “Belly 
of the Beast” there, then the 
cheerleaders will have a 
big job ahead of them. With 
cheers like “choo choo train,” 
they hope to have the best 
“Belly” in the state. There 
are big state tournaments 
ahead of the girls and the 
belly of the beast. Senior 
captains Katherine Velazquez 
and Adrianna Soldevila 
will marshall in their troops 
as they prepare for the 
Championship seasons that 
both the boys’ and girls’ 
basketball teams are having.

Cheerleaders Excite Crowds As Basketball Heads To State Final

Do you do other sports or 
do you focus primarily on 
hockey?

I grew up playing hockey 
and baseball. These are the 
sports I have been most 
competitive in. I also play 
soccer and golf for fun.

In the off-season, do you 
play for another team?

Over the summer I have done 
camps and clinics to stay on 
skates. There is also a team 
called the CT Saints that 
almost all of our team plays 
on each year. This team plays 
during the fall sports season 
so that we all start to play 
together again and prepare 
for the High School season.

If you could sum up your 
NWC Hockey experience in 
one word, what would it be 
and why?

Commitment, because this 

season especially, everyone 
(the players, coaches, and 
managers) has been extremely 
dedicated and committed to 
this team. Playing on a hockey 
team is a big commitment, 
and this season everyone 
has really stepped up to help 
contribute to our success.

What is your most 
memorable moment in your 
NWC hockey career? 

Last season’s 6-5 overtime 
victory in the fi rst round of 
the state tournament. It was 
just after our (Jeff and I) father 
passed away. The team and 
fans supported us well. We 
were down 2 or 3 goals late 
in the game. It seemed like 
a miracle that we were able 
to tie the game in the fi nal 
minute, then win in overtime. 
I will remember that game 
forever.

How has your athletic career 
at NWC infl uenced you as a 
person?

It has infl uenced my work 
ethic and my group skills. 
Everyone on the team has to 
do their job for our group to 
be successful.

Do you intend to play 
hockey in college?

I will probably play 
intramural hockey, or maybe 
club hockey in college. I also 
am looking forward to skiing. 
I just wish winter was longer 
so I could spend more time on 
both.

What is your favorite part 
about hockey? 

I like being able to put aside 
all other troubles when I get 
to the rink. All I have to think 
about is playing hockey and 
working hard which generally 
makes a very enjoyable time 

on the ice.

Who has had the most 
positive infl uence on your 
hockey career? 

My whole immediate family 
has infl uenced me greatly 
in hockey. My parents spent 
a lot of money and time so 
that I could play competitive 
youth hockey and progress 
so greatly. They were 
always encouraging also. 
My brothers and I would 
always play hockey together 
on our backyard rink and in 
the driveway. Everyone in 
my family has supported me 
well throughout my years of 
hockey.

Has hockey taught you any 
important lessons that you 
can apply to the rest of your 
life?

I have learned that you can 
never give up. I have had 
many dramatic comeback 

wins, especially at NWC, 
and I have seen that with 
hard work and dedication, 
anything is possible and one 
can never give up.

How has hockey had a 
positive effect on your high 
school career?

I have made many good 
friends through hockey 
which has helped me enjoy 
my experience at NWC to 
the fullest. I did not know 
many people when I came as 
a freshman, and joining the 
hockey team helped me feel 
the sense of community here 
with my teammates.

What is the best part about 
goalie? 

I love leading the team onto 
the ice. I always try to do 
this with a lot of energy and 
speed so my teammates will 
follow and set the pace for 
the beginning of the game.

Athlete of the Season: Matthew Greenwood


