
Northwest Successfully Implements First International Student Program

continued on page 3

New Record Set in National Merit Competition‘Zine Drive Kicks Off the Year
By Keelan Ledwidge

When the current senior class of
Northwest Catholic took the PSAT
in October of last year, the school
administration would have been
happy had just one student
garnered National Merit
Honors. The fact that
ten students were named
National Merit Scholars
is a turn of events that
has left the Northwest
community beaming
with pride.
The ten exceptional
seniors who were
honored by the National
Merit Scholarship
Program were: Nicole
Boucher, Kristen
Bachteler, Sarah
Chambers, Jessica Di
Francesco, James Duncan, Nicole
Milewski, Michael Murray, Lester
Primus, Emily Schwartz, and
Katherine Ulrich.
Principal Margaret Williamson
said, “We’re extremely proud of
all of these students and what
they have been able to accomplish.
To have this many students
achieve National Merit Honors
when you consider how many
other students they competed
against is one of the most
impressive things about what
they’ve done.”
Academic Dean John Cusson also
added, “It’s very prestigious. Not
only is this great for the school, but
it does wonders for the students as
well. Being recognized by the

National Merit Scholarship
Program is a great
accomplishment to present to
colleges, and some of  the students
even have a chance to earn
scholarships.”
Of the ten students who were

named National
Merit
Commended
Scholars, Nicole
Boucher was
named a
National Merit
Semifinalist, and
Sarah Chambers
was named semi-
finalist in the
National
Achievement
Scholarship
Program for
Black Students.

Both honors allow these
exceptional students to continue
in the competition for possible
designation as Finalists in their
competitions. They are all eligible
for one of the Merit Scholarships
that will be awarded next spring.
Based on the statistics alone,
Boucher and Chambers’s
accomplishments were remarkable.
Over 1.5 million juniors took the
PSATs last fall. The students who
were named National Merit
Semifinalists were among the

By Abby Johnson

With the start of  a new school year
comes another start to the school’s
largest fundraiser and it is as
simple as opening up a magazine. In
fact, that is exactly what it entails!
The annual magazine drive kicked
off with an enthusiastic assembly
on September 11th. At the
assembly, students were informed
of the school wide and personal
goals for the new drive. The
student body was encouraged to
ask family and friends to aid in
school funding by ordering new
magazines or renewing favorite
magazines, as well as purchasing
newly released CDs. Customers
could purchase magazines through
this program for up to 90% off the
usual retail price, providing them
with significant savings. With
such low prices, many customers
could comfortably add an
additional subscription to their
order forms. Each month they will
be reminded of their generous
contribution to Northwest Catholic
with the arrival of their Catholic
Digest, or whichever magazine
they ordered through the drive.
As this magazine drive is the only
school wide fundraiser throughout
the entire year, it is also the most
important. The funds raised are
used for supporting highlighted
school activities and programs,
including offsetting the cost of
“special days” like field day,
dedicated to improving student life.
Also, groups and clubs within the

school benefit financially through
this important fundraiser.
The magazine drive is an excellent
opportunity for students to
influence the quality of their own
school year. With so many
incentives, most are happy to do
their part. The first turn-in date
was Monday, September 15th with
an easy assignment that gave every
student an opportunity to earn a
much coveted dress down day. For
many, the day meant a chance to sit
through their classes in comfortable
sweats and ever popular flip flops.
By filling in a magnet booklet with
ten names and addresses,
participants were able to come to
school that Monday without their
uniform. Simple to complete, these
forms offer those living far away an
opportunity to subscribe to
magazines and help the school.
The booklet was not the only
chance to achieve dress down
days. By bringing in five order
forms the next day, sellers
received three dress down days.
With seven orders they earned
four dress down days, beginning
Wednesday, September 17th.
Seniors gained special prizes for
their work in the fundraising. By
selling three orders they won a
fun “Class of 2009” Weepul.
Turning in seven orders gained
them a useful “Class of 2009”
Spirit Mug with the names of
their entire class scripted on the
back.

16,000 highest scoring students in
the country, which figures to be
about the top 1%.
The accomplishments of all ten
students were historically
significant for the school. Last

year Northwest had nine
National Merit Scholars, the most
in school history up to that point.
This year the ten students
honored were part of a
significantly smaller senior class.
As a result, the percentage of the
Class of  ‘09’s National Merit
scholars works out to be an
astonishing 8%.
“The statistics really are
impressive,” said Mrs. Williamson.
“The fact that this year’s class being
as small as it is has produced this
many Scholars is an achievement in
and of  itself.”

National Merit Semifinalist
Nicole Boucher examines

cells during a Biology Lab.

M
ad

el
yn

 F
ilo

m
en

o

As this year’s junior class takes
the PSAT this October, they have
a standard to look up to. This
year’s National Merit honorees
showed how to combine their
intellectual ability with their work
ethic and ability to execute under
pressure in order to succeed.

By Emily Schwartz

This year, Northwest Catholic
High School is thrilled to
welcome two new international
students into the school
community. Jei Cho is from
South Korea, and Terry Ye comes
from Beijing, China. Both Jei and
Terry came to NWC through the
DM Discoveries Company, an
organization that specializes in
academic
placements
for foreign
students.
The
company is
based out
of Long
Island, New
York, and
has been
working
with
exchange
students since 1997, “dealing with
more than 400 students each
year.” Jei and Terry were able to
apply to Northwest directly
through this program, which
passed their applications on to
the Admissions Department.
They were then accepted into
Northwest’s junior class.  Both Jei
and Terry have made successful
and smooth transitions to their
new social and academic
environment at Northwest. Jei
goes so far as to describe this
seemingly dramatic change as
“easy,” thanks to the enthusiastic
efforts of both Mr. Matthew
Martorelli, who works with the
exchange students, and Mr.

Matthew Fitzsimons, who was
the driving force behind it all.
Mr. Fitzsimons, Northwest’s
president, proposed to Mrs.
Williamson that Northwest should
implement a program for
international students. Fitzsimons
saw this as a step in the right
direction for Northwest for a few
reasons. He feels that accepting
international students at Northwest
“fits the mission of the school,
which is to understand God but also
to understand others.” Because
Northwest is a school that values
diversity, it is important to expose
students to various cultures.
Fitzsimons also hopes that an
increased focus on diversity will
“prepare students for the future.”
In today’s society, working with
people from overseas has become
an inevitable aspect of many
careers. “By engaging with an
exchange student agency,
Northwest is taking a proactive
approach” in adjusting to our
changing world.
Martorelli was excited about the
chance to assist and support
students who come from diverse
backgrounds. He explains, “The
ability to work with and learn
about different cultures made my
decision to work with this
program especially easy.” One of
the first and most important
tasks that Martorelli undertook
as the program coordinator was
to secure host families for Jei and
Terry to live with while attending
Northwest. He is incredibly
thankful that he was able to find
the Gingras family of

Wethersfield, where Jei is staying,
and the Simenski family of West
Hartford, where Terry resides,
who both have been wonderful.
In addition to finding host
families for Jei and Terry,
Martorelli also “provides updates
for the agency regarding academics
so that each student’s [family] can
get updates on their children here at
Northwest.” For Jei and Terry,
coming to the United States to
complete their high school
educations will open up
opportunities to further their
educations at colleges in America.
Terry asserts that he wishes to
continue his education in the United
States because “there are many
famous universities in America,”
and he aspires to study
economics in college. Terry has
many goals in life, but says that
“for right now, I have only one
goal: to work hard to be able to
go to a college here.” After
graduating from Northwest, Jei
also hopes to attend an American
university to study architecture.
Although the transition to school
at Northwest has been a smooth
one for Jei and Terry, it has also
been one of  dramatic change. One
of the most radical differences
between Northwest and Jei’s
former high school in South
Korea is the length of the school
day. Jei comments that “a day at
Northwest feels like a half day” to
him because he is accustomed to a
fifteen hour school day! In South
Korea, Jei goes to school from 7
AM to 10 PM, with a break for
lunch and dinner, and sports

after each meal. Despite this
major adjustment, Jei’s experience
at Northwest has been a good
one so far, as he states “I like all
of  my classes,” and he has also
gotten involved on the Northwest
Catholic football team, which he
describes as “so fun”.
Coming to Northwest was a
major change for Terry because
his school in China was much
larger than Northwest, with
about 800 students in each grade.
Terry’s
school is
also
scheduled
much
differently
than
Northwest.
He explains
that
“instead of
students
moving
between different periods, the
teachers do,” and much like Jei’s
school in South Korea, the school
day lasts from 7:10 AM to 6:00
PM, with longer breaks between
periods and one very long break
after lunch. Making such a
significant change made Terry
“very excited but a little nervous,”
as the transition was smooth yet
still difficult. Terry sees the
transition as “both a challenge
and a chance” for himself to
achieve his goals. Overall, Terry’s
experience has been positive at
Northwest so far. He says, “I like
it here. It is small but beautiful. It
is busy but relaxed.”

The success with which Jei and
Terry have been able to adjust to
Northwest Catholic supports the
prospect of more exchange
students choosing Northwest in the
future. Mr. Martorelli hopes that
Northwest will “be able to provide a
good American Catholic education
to any student that applies to
Northwest Catholic” in upcoming
years.
As Northwest is still in the process
of building a successful program,
the current group of international
students is probably too small to
make any significant impact on the
Northwest community. Northwest
will continue to build on this
foundation of international
students in upcoming years,
however, and Fitzsimons hopes
to “find a balanced relationship
that benefits both ways.” The goal
is to achieve a group of
international students that is
neither too large nor too small, so
the exchange students benefit
from their experience, but also so
the non-exchange students learn
from the exposure to other
languages and cultures. Hopefully,
the Northwest community will
continue to grow in diversity
through the enrollment of
international students not only
from Asia but also from other
parts of the world, such as Europe
and South America. The future
holds much potential for growth in
this area, considering the success of
Jei and Terry’s transitions to
school at Northwest, which has
once again proved itself as the
school “Where You Know That
You Belong.”
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Northwest Catholic – Where you
know that you belong …

By the time this paper is
published, the school year will be
a couple of months old and the
newness of  the year may have
worn off. This is a good time to
look at our school motto and
reflect on its meaning. First of all
– do you feel as if  YOU belong?
If  you stop and think about it,
you probably do and you may
notice that the belonging feeling
snuck up on you. To be fair, some
people are actually struck by the
feeling but a lot of us just become
enmeshed in our school community

and then all of a sudden we realize
that we actually might “bleed
green” as the saying goes. By now
everyone should have a group of
acquaintances or friends that you
can feel comfortable with and
socialize with. For some people the
feeling is quite different from what
you may have expected from high
school or from this particular
school. Teachers will know your
name and staff will care that you
have lunch money or get the
sneakers or homework that mom
or dad dropped off and by now
you have realized that if  you are
paged to the office it is most likely
just for a message or a delivery and

So, now that you feel that you
belong what can you contribute to
the community? How can you help
those few people who are still trying
to find their place in the high school
social strata? As an upper class
student, have you gone out of your
way to help someone new? The new
teachers? The new staff ? You can
see from all the activities how
important each individual is to the
success of an event – it could the
homecoming dance or the soccer
teams or even the one act play that
was recently performed – we all

Since when has a president’s
campaign become more important
than his or her time in office? In
yet another campaign filled with
empty gestures and ceaseless
negative ad campaigns, it seems
that the real focus of the election
has become more lost than usual.
In this election, both sides of the
American political system have
reached new lows in their attempt
to win. Both Senators John
McCain and Barack Obama have
acted irresponsibly in this
campaign, resulting in both
candidates being left in positions
to have lower quality terms in
office than they otherwise would
have had.
The primary problem on display
is that both candidates seem to
show greater concern for simply
being elected that for their
potential presidency. Sen. McCain
shocked the nation when he
announced that Alaskan governor
Sarah Palin would be his running
mate. To many Americans, this
choice seemed as though the
Senator was selecting a candidate
that was calculated to help him
win, instead of choosing the most
qualified person, which very few
people believe her to be. Palin has
been the governor of Alaska for
less than two years and, before
that, she was only a mayor. One
of the main claims she has made
about her experience was that she
had foreign policy experience, due

solely to Alaska’s proximity to
Russia. Sen. McCain would seem
to be planning to complete the
majority of the responsibilities of
both jobs by himself. This
apparent lack of credentials begs
the question, “Why would John
McCain choose her to be his
second in command, putting her in
a position to potentially run the
country?”
The answer, unfortunately, would
seem to be that Sen. McCain has
devoted himself single-mindedly to
getting elected, ignoring the fact
that he has a difficult job to do as
president once elected. Palin
allows the Republican Party
ticket to appeal to a wider
spectrum of people than Sen.
McCain alone might have won.
Her strongly religious and pro-
life history makes her more
desirable to evangelical and
strongly Christian voters. Widely
publicized photographs of her
hunting and practicing her
marksmanship allows her to
connect with voters concerned
with gun rights. Most
significantly, Sen. McCain hopes
that her gender will allow the
Republican Party to win the
female voters who resent Sen.
Obama for winning the
Democratic nomination instead of
Hillary Clinton. But despite all
these advantages she brings to her
party’s ticket, qualifications for

the office she now faces do not
seem to be one of them.
Sen. Obama’s campaign has
shown similar problems. Since
early on in the race, he has made
numerous promises for programs
he would create in order to help
middle and lower class
Americans. These programs have
been expected to be expensive, but
Sen. Obama has claimed that they
would be executed without tax
raises for the vast majority of the
population. Many people who
support the Senator find
themselves drawn to these
programs and tax plans, which
have since become an integral part
of his campaign. The country’s
financial status has changed
considerably since the start of the
race, however, and America now
faces one of the worst financial
crises in history. Sen. Obama has
barely wavered on the promises he
has made for his presidency,
despite the fact that portions of
his plan are no longer
economically viable. Tax breaks
for most of the nation, universal
health care funded by the
government, and an increase in
government financial aid for
college cannot all be provided in
the government’s current state,
which now features over a
national deficit over $10 trillion
dollars.
So why have Sen. Obama’s
positions remained so solid?

Maintaining all of his old, nearly
impossible, plans allows him to
continue to appeal to the wide
spectrum of voters who have been
drawn to his proposals.  Some of
his supporting groups will
inevitably be disappointed if Sen.
Obama continues to promote his
current policies, a few of the more
costly of which will likely never
find funding. However, should
Obama change what he stands
for, he may likely lose a large
percent of his support and face
attacks calling him indecisive and
dishonest. So, in order to win the
election and a shot at a much
weakened presidency, Sen. Obama
continues to campaign about a
number of programs which can no
longer realistically happen.
It is now too late for any change
in the campaigns during the 2008
elections.  Issues were discussed,
and any sincerity the candidates
may have shown in their desire to
do whatever they can to improve
America has been overshadowed
by their actions. Both candidates
have run the way they did in order
to win, possibly at the cost of
weakening their own presidency.
Hopefully, the American people
will show that they do not want
another election like 2008 next
time, and push for candidates to
do whatever they can in order to
optimize their terms in office,
instead of their campaign.

Autumn. The word evokes an
image of changing leaves, crisp air,
and bright skies. It conjures a
picture of pumpkin pie, apple
cider, and, most famously,
Halloween. What is Halloween?
Where does it come from? How
did its traditions originate?

Jack-o’-Lantern: Halloween stems
from an ancient Celtic holiday, All
Hallows’ Even. The Celts believed
that the head was the most
powerful part of the body,
because it contains the spirit and
knowledge, so the Celts used the
“head” of the body to scare away
any superstitions. Jack-o’-lanterns
originally were made of turnips
or rutabagas. Jack-o’-lanterns in
America were made of pumpkins,
which were much more readily
available. The name comes from
an Old Irish legend of Stingy
Jack, who tricked the devil into

climbing a tree and trapping him
there. The devil placed a curse on
him, and he forever wandered the
earth at night with a candle inside
a carved turnip.

Costumes: The tradition of
costuming, or “guising”
(disguising) is one that is
centuries old, and only became
exclusively a Halloween tradition
during the twentieth century.
Costuming originated as a
popular activity for adults at
Halloween parties in the early
1900s, and in the 1930s when
trick-or-treating became popular,
companies began mass-producing
Halloween costumes. Halloween
costumes are set apart from other
holiday costumes because they
generally imitate supernatural
and scary beings, such as witches
and ghosts.

Trick-or-treating: The phrase
“trick-or-treat” refers to a
demand for some kind of candy;
a demand which, if not met,
could be revenged with a nasty
trick to the homeowner’s
property. “Trick-or-treating” has
become one of the main
traditions of Halloween,
although the customs differ in
different parts of the world. The
practice of dressing up for
holidays and begging from door
to door is one that hearkens back
to the Middle Ages. The tradition
slowly evolved to small children
travelling from door to door in
Kingston, Ontario in 1911, who
would receive treats in
recompense for their
performances. Today, American
trick-or-treating just involves
children travelling from door to
door in “guise,” demanding
candy. In other countries, such as

Scotland, and even some areas of
the United States, children are
expected to perform to earn their
treats, in the manner of  a song,
joke, or poem.

Halloween is one of the most
commercial holidays in today’s
society. The money made from
candy sales, costume sales, and
pumpkin sales is of an enormous
amount. Although one could
argue that Christmas is a more
commercial holiday, due to the
massive amounts of  gifts, food,
and general holiday
paraphernalia purchased, there at
least remains spiritual significance
to Christmas. Halloween
originated as a religious holiday,
albeit pagan, but has now
escalated to have no religious
significance whatsoever. This
progression is an interesting one,

and begs the question as to
whether other holidays might go
the same way. Even Thanksgiving
has become not just a holiday of
giving thanks, but of  eating too
much and watching football.
These may seem like drastic
exaggerations, but they are
interesting to think about. Just a
thought as we enjoy our
Halloween candy.
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you should definitely respond to the
page.

make a difference. Have you
stepped up like the seniors have to
make people feel welcomed? Are
you part of the Student Council
that planned such a fun Spirit
Week? Are you aware that your
parents could come and give blood
at the new Fall blood drive on Nov.
12?

As much as this is the school
where you know that you belong –
you can’t feel that belonging
unless everyone contributes to
making this school a warm,
welcoming and busy place. Let’s
all keep this in mind and seek to
make this the best year we can –

socially, spiritually and
academically. The world needs
balanced young people who know
they can make a difference and You
can!
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Students Celebrate Success with Exciting Prizes
continued from page 1

2008 Homecoming Court Announced

mug or a cuddly teddy bear,
wearing a little hooded
sweatshirt, proudly displaying his
UCONN Husky pride! By
turning in nine completed orders,
any student could walk home
with one of  these incentives.
Towards the end of  the magazine
drive, when these prizes were
handed out, anyone could spot a
furry bear head popping out of a
backpack traveling down the
hallway. “NWC” zippy jacket key
chains were also populating
student backpacks as they were
given out on special selling days.
On additional special days more
dress down day credits and free
candy were rewarded to those
who where helping rake in the
sales. UCONN Women’s
Basketball, UCONN Football,
and Wolfpack Hockey tickets
were up for grabs to those who
sold between 12-17 orders.
Impressively, with the selling of

New Faculty Welcomed to NWC
By Bridget Daly

Two new faces were welcomed into
the Northwest community this year:
Ms. Nita Beeman to the history
department
and Ms. Kara
Kulpa to the
English
department.
These new
teachers are
excited for the
great things to
come during
this school
year. Both are
trying to
educate their
students, prepare them for college,
and get them ready for the life
ahead of them.
Ms. Beeman is the latest addition
to the history department. She grew
up in central
Massachusetts
and is now
residing in
Newington,
Connecticut after
having graduated
from the
University of
Connecticut. Ms.
Beeman was
welcomed into the
history
department and
has taken on an
abundant course load. She can be
seen in the classroom teaching
Advanced Placement and standard
United States history and World
Civilizations and serves as assistant
faculty advisor to the yearbook.
Her favorite qualities about
Northwest are the kind students,
friendly faculty, and the abundant
school spirit. She knew Northwest
was the right place for her because
it was near Hartford, and was a
Catholic school with morals and
strong academic standards. Ms.
Beeman’s main goal is, “to help
prepare students for the transition
from high school to college.” Her
youthful outlook on history excites
the students. One of her students,
Devon Soucier ’10 says, “Ms.
Beeman connects history to other

not all! Last on the list of prizes
were cash awards. The individual
who sold the third highest
amount of orders received fifty
dollars, the second was given
seventy five dollars, and the
number one highest selling
student received one hundred and
fifty dollars. Even with all the
individual incentives, students
could not forget the school goal
of raising fifty thousand dollars
in the two weeks in which the
magazine drive was held.

By Maura Graham &
Jess Di Francesco

The new school year began with
new students, new teachers, new
locker rooms, and new
technology in the theatres.
Northwest Catholic is
changing with time, and the
community can say it is
changing for the better. Last
year, students were welcomed
to a new cafeteria, and this
year, students are welcomed to
a multitude of beneficial
changes.  Although these
renovations are changing the
appearance of Northwest,
they are definitely not
changing the spirit of
Northwest.
Northwest’s modernization
began with the reconstruction
of  the locker rooms. With the
new locker rooms, students
and athletes feel as if  they have
died and gone to heaven. Instead
of  having to look at chipped
green paint, cracked mirrors, and
grimy showers, students are given
the delicacy of new white paint,
lockers, and seats. Mr. Joshua
Reese, the athletic director, is
extremely enthusiastic about the
renovation: “It is a fantastic
addition, one we’ve had a dire
need for since 1961. It is a
tremendous opportunity for us.”
When asked what her favorite
renovation was, senior Rebecca
Masciocchi said “I am definitely
happiest about the new locker
rooms! I no longer have to shy
away from them because they are
new, gorgeous, and CLEAN!”
Sean Murphy ‘09 announced that
his favorite aspect about the new
boys’ locker room is that it “no
longer smells like feet.” Sean
Murphy hit a major point with
this statement because boys are
now able to enter their locker
room without the fear of being
ambushed by a horrid, awful,
dreadful smell. Mr. Richard
Callahan, vice principal, agrees,
saying that the new locker room
“smells better,” and asserting that
with the new locker rooms we
now have “first class facilities for
first class athletes.”
Another renovation is the new
control boards in the Rice

Auditorium and the Mortensen
Theatre, as well as the new bar in
the Rice from which to hang the
lights. The actors and actresses
are extremely excited about this
improvement, as well as the
faculty members who use the
auditorium. Mrs. Sara Avery, the

musical’s artistic director, states,
“We’re very excited and plan on
using new technology very heavily
during musical season.” The new
lighting bar is automated,
allowing for lighting to be used in
a more effective manner.
Previously, the stationary light
bar only allowed the lights to be
shone on one spot on the stage,
and to redirect the lights involved
someone climbing up to the light
bar with a wrench, unscrewing
the light, and removing it to
another circuit, a process which
obviously could not take place
during a performance. Because
the theatre has limited available
circuits, the whole stage could not
be lit, leaving multiple dark spots.
The new automated light bar
allows the lights to be redirected
remotely during the actual show,
which allows the same light in the
same circuit to light different
areas of the stage at different
times. This new feature will create
fewer dark spots on the stage, as
well as allowing the theatre
department to use the existing

Locker Rooms, Theatres Improved Over Summer

18 or more orders two tickets
were awarded to them for a game
that they chose. And still, that is

Remarkably, the student body
achieved this sales target and will
be given a day off of school in the
near future.
“This is the 28th year we have held
the magazine drive,” says Vice
Principal Mr. Callahan. “We
continue it because it has been so
successful and a fun way for
students to get involved.”  It is
indeed an excellent fundraiser
with positive results but the
magazine drive provides even
more than that to the school. It
creates class unity among the
grades with the aspiration to work
together in reaching goals. The
sense of community brought
through this magazine program
reaches outside the school and
into the mailboxes of the public.
Family and friends become
involved in supporting
Northwest and are included in its
responsibility and values. By
simple acts such as continuing a
People magazine subscription,
amazing achievements can be
made for the school and those
connected to it.

circuit space more effectively. The
increased capability of the actual
light fixtures currently existing
will enable the use of  lights to
create scenarios, with suggested
scenery as opposed to literal. The
decreased use of actual set pieces
will save trees and money, money

which can be
directed towards
buying even more
robotic arms and
more lights. The
new control board
in the auditorium
is an absolute
technological
miracle. The new
board is internet
based, so it can
connect to the
web, allowing the
lighting designer
to download new
applications for
the board as they

become available. Downloading
these applications will help
structure the improvements that
will hopefully be made to the
auditorium in the future. This
control board is the most
technologically advanced of any
board used at the high school
level, and it is a very valuable
asset to the drama department.
All these changes have only
improved Northwest Catholic’s
appearance. The renovations
make the school seem modern,
up-to-date, welcoming, and
beautiful. Northwest has existed
for all this time because it changes
with the world. Instead of
becoming a second rate school,
Northwest has decided to adhere
to its traditions and customs
while enhancing the school’s
learning atmosphere by building
new rooms, buying new
technology, and updating the arts.
Lauren Kent ‘09 said it best when
she stated, “Northwest is unique
because while it still has that old
school touch, it has the
modernized education.”

By Sean Murphy

There are two religion classes at
Northwest that are exclusively for
seniors who want to become
better leaders through service to
others. These two programs are
the HILL (Honors Institute for
Leadership in
Life) and the
ACTS (A Chance
to Serve) classes.
Over the summer,
the HILL and
ACTS classes,
along with their
teachers, Mr. Bill Tressler and
Mrs. Kristina Gillespie,
respectively, each took separate
trips to the Indian Mountain
Adventure campgrounds for a
few days of roughing it in the
wilderness. The ACTS class went
early in the summer and the
HILL class went a few weeks

HILL, ACTS Bond During Trip

continued on page 4

A class of 2009 Weepul cheerfully
perches atop a student’s dashboard.

The newly renovated locker rooms gleam, welcoming
their grateful athletes for a new season.
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“The trip was like a ‘re-
birth,’” says HILL Class

member Ryan Dowd.

The whole school was eligible to
win a color changing NWC coffee

culture references.”  Ms. Beeman is
also preparing her students for the
Advanced Placement test in the
spring. Junior Joe McAndrews

says, “She is preparing
me for the AP exam by
making history more
than memorizing dates
and people, but helping
me fully understand the
past which will be a great
asset on the AP exam in
the spring.”
Ms. Kara Kulpa is a new
addition to the English
department this year.
She was born and raised
in the state of

Connecticut where she now resides.
Ms. Kulpa attended Saint Joseph’s
College for her Bachelor’s degree
and received her Masters degree
from Southern Connecticut State
University. She now teaches

freshman and
sophomore
standard English,
and also British
literature. Ms.
Kulpa says that she
really enjoys the
feeling of
community that is
displayed here at
NWC. Her decision
to teach at
Northwest was
based on the

positive reputation of the school,
the academic programs here, and
the caliber of the students. Her
favorite class to teach is British
Literature because she specialized
in that area, but each of her classes
brings her different feelings of
enjoyment.
Caitlin Kearns ‘09, who has Ms.
Kulpa for British Literature says,
“Ms. Kulpa adds a fun twist to
the class by reading to us in Old
English.” Along with reading in
Old English, Tory Mansolillo ‘09
says, “Ms. Kulpa makes English
interesting in a fun way.”
Northwest Catholic is glad to
have welcomed both of  these
teachers with such broad
knowledge and expertise in their
areas to the community.

before school started. The trip
centered on building a sense of
leadership within each member of
the two classes and to instill a
religious tone in that leadership.
Essentially, what these two classes
learned was how to be better
Christians.
The ACTS class went on a three-

day, two-night
trip to Indian
Mountain
where they
were met by
heavy rain on
the day of

their arrival. The weather did not
deter them, and for most of the
first day, the students engaged in
icebreaking games in order to get
to know their classmates better.
The next team building event was
setting up the tents and tarps, an
activity which

Ms. Kara Kulpa

Ms. Nita Beeman
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King and Queen: Matt Clapis and
Angelica Badillo

Juniors: Robert Scalise and
Merideth Lathrop

Sophomores: Lee Brown and
Jeannine Nocera

Freshmen: Trevor Lathrop and
Lindsay Koss

aspects of life though popular
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Syncopate Per-
forms in Florida

By Meghan Feeney

This year, the Northwest Catholic
Dance team has been given the
opportunity of a lifetime to
perform at the halftime show in
one of  the year’s biggest football
games: The Orange Bowl. Over
the summer, Miss Smith, coach
and choreographer of the dance
team, received word from the
half-time show coordinators of
the Orange Bowl that they were
seeking intermediate to advanced
level dancers to perform at
halftime with a live celebrity
accompaniment at this year’s
Orange Bowl on New Year’s Day.
Held in Miami, Florida, the
Orange Bowl, is a universally

watched program on New Year’s
Day in which football fans from
all around the country gather to
watch one of the biggest football
games of  the year. The Orange
Bowl also showcases some of the
world’s most talented musicians
during its halftime show. The
Dance Team is being given the
opportunity to participate in a
world renowned halftime show
that has given rise to some of the
most awe-inspiring performances
remembered throughout the ages.
Never before has a tremendous
opportunity such as this occurred
in Northwest Catholic history to
its own, highly sucessful three-
year-old dance team.
The Captain of  the Varsity Dance
team this year is junior Merideth

Northwest “Revolutionized” by One Act Performance

ACTS and HILL Brave Stormy Summer Weather
continued from page 3

New Technology Comes to NWC

they pursued through the
pouring rain. In the morning of
the second day, the ACTS class
continued their class
bonding process with
the low ropes course,
which included
balancing elements on
low-hung wires. The
activity that
challenged the
students the most was
the Mohawk Walk, in
which the group had
to travel from tree to
tree in a crooked
semi-circle, suspended
two feet above the
ground on thin wires.
After many
unsuccessful attempts,
the group was able to conquer it.
The success during this event was
carried on as a theme throughout
the trip: the students thought
that if  the Mohawk walk was
possible, then they could
accomplish anything. Day three
brought even more challenges for
the class as they took part in a
high ropes course. Each student
got a chance to participate in the
course encompassing seven
different elements. The success of

the individual in the ropes course
was dependent on their entire
group because they were the
support and anchor for the
climber. After three full days, the

ACTS class had bonded and
gelled greatly as they were able to
bring their experiences back to
Northwest and apply what they
learned into their everyday school
lives.
The HILL class took the same
trip about a month and a half
later to the same campground.
The HILL class’s trip was
lengthier, spanning four days and
three nights. However, they faced

By Alexis Dahlem

New technology and room
renovations are now drawing
attention to the 100 Hallway.
Rooms 103 and 104 received a
complete renovation over the
summer months. They were ready
for students and faculty upon
their return for the new 2008-
2009 school year. The most
notable modification to the two
rooms includes each room being
equipped with a Smartboard. A
Smartboard is an interactive
whiteboard that can be directly
connected to a computer and
digital projector. Previously,
Smartboards were primarily
found in the Math classrooms only.
The new Smartboards now allow
the classes in Rooms 103 and 104
to be more interactive with the
creative and engaging presentation
of daily lessons that they provide.
It is great for students to use this
incredible tool in more than one of
their classes. Another notable
change comes with the modern
whiteboards that have replaced all
of the black chalkboards in both
rooms. Now, teachers are able to
use markers instead of chalk and
create a cleaner, neater, and more
easily followed presentation to
students each day. The computers
allow for teachers to update Edline
with daily assignments and update
their electronic grade books more
conveniently and efficiently.
Room 103, which serves as the
yearbook room, received
additional new computers for the
use of  the Yearbook Staff, which
will definitely better serve the
needs of those putting together a
yearbook layout. In addition,
both Room 103 and Room 104
received new flooring, new
lighting, and new ceilings. These
changes give the rooms a newer,
brighter, and more cheerful feel
and look. A noteworthy detail is

that Rooms 103 and 104 are not
limited to the use of just one subject
or teacher. This year, various
History, English, and Math classes
are meeting in these rooms. The
more subjects being taught in these
rooms directly relates to more
students having classes in these
rooms, allowing the new technology
to reach the greatest amount of the
school community as possible. This
was reiterated perfectly by
Principal Mrs. Williamson when
she stated, “The beauty of the
renovated rooms is that more
teachers are able to utilize them
for more subjects. Therefore, it
gives more of our students access
to this new technology.” These
renovations were all made
possible by the very generous
donations from friends of the
school. However, a significant
donation came from the Parents
of the Class of 2008. Their
donation was primarily used for
the renovation of  Room 104. A
plaque hangs on the wall of
Room 104 that credits the Parents
of the Class of 2008 for making
the renovation of Room 104
possible. As a way to recognize
the changes in the 100 Hallway,
on September 25th at the Parent
Visitation Night, all were welcome
to attend a dedication for the new
rooms. The event unveiled the
newly renovated rooms for our
extended school community to
see.
The new technology and overall
room renovations in Room 103
and Room 104 are directly
benefiting our teachers, and most
importantly, our students. These
benefits are happening through
the  increased Smartboard use,
the easier access to the internet,
the new whiteboards, ceilings,
floors, and lighting, and the daily
use by many different classes. The
100 Hallway is looking better
than ever before.

By Chris Lynch

How would you feel if you thought
your teacher was trying to get you
to fail an important test?
Well, that’s exactly what
Kate thinks is happening
to her in “Revolution 8”.
The Northwest Catholic
Dramateurs presented
“Revolution 8” on Friday
October 10, and Sunday,
October 12, 2008. The one
act show, written and
directed by Kristen
Tomaiuolo ’10, was staged
in the Mortensen Theater,
and played to nearly a full house
for both performances. Director
Tomaiuolo said that she was
inspired to write the play by a
friend, and that the plot and
characters came to her in only
about five minutes. ‘Katie Giblin
told me to write a play about her
passing a test,” she says, “So I did.
The Beatles song “Revolution No.
9” plays in the background as the
curtain goes up on a high school
classroom, a setting similar to
Northwest Catholic.  The history
teacher, Mr. Walsh (Nathan
Hunter, ‘09), reminds his class that
the mid-term test is scheduled for
the next day. What Kate (Alex
McKenzie, ‘11) hears is Mr. Walsh
telling the class, “You’re all going
to fail.”

Lathrop, who shares her utmost
excitement in her upcoming
Christmas Vacation adventure: “I
am so excited to be given the
opportunity of a lifetime to
perform at halftime of one of the
most widely watched football
games of  the year. I am so

pumped!”
enthuses
Lathrop.
Merideth is a
three-year active
participant in
the Dance Team
and has the
most experience
on the team,
having
journeyed to
both Las Vegas

and Orlando. With Meredith’s
strong leadership skills and the
guidance of Coach Kerri Smith a
guiding force, this year’s Dance
Team is sure to be one of  the best.
With such a goal in sight, the
Dance Team is excited to explore
terrain into which they have never
ventured before. Performing in
front of thousands of football
fans live in Miami, Florida, and in
front of millions of at-home
viewers, the Dance Team must test
their ultimate dance abilities and
represent Northwest Catholic
High School, all the while
maintaining their dazzling smiles.
With the guidance from God and
a positive attitude, this year’s
Dance Team will surely have to
“dance like nobody’s watching!”

Kate returns home, prepared to
study all night; despite the coming
test she quickly falls asleep and in
her dream she imagines that she

passes her midterm, is accepted to
college, and her mother (Kate
Schuppe, ‘11) bakes brownies in
celebration. Unfortunately, when
she awakes, it is morning and she
only has 20 minutes until the test
really begins.
Kate then realizes that she missed
the study guide for the test. A
voice (Angelica Badillo, ‘09) reads
off ridiculous questions as Kate
starts the exam: “If a turtle had
no shell is it homeless or naked?”
or “True or false, Charles Peter
Avery?” During the test, Kate
observes that her teacher
overlooks rampant cheating by
other students. He keeps finding
fault, however, with Kate’s
innocent questions. A fellow
student, Jacob (Andrew Hull, ‘10)

is not even required to take the test
and orders a pizza from Domino’s.
Another student, Clark (Jordan
Figueroa, ‘11), takes a telephone

call and runs offstage as
Superman. The students
arise and sing the “Star
Spangled Banner” during
the class and another
student, Charlotte (Morgan
Green, ‘11) repeatedly asks
“How much time do we
have?” in a nasally voice.
What’s going on? Is Kate
still asleep?
Kate is so befuddled and
anxious about the test, she

tears the paper in half. Then, she
awakens from this daydream,
realizing that the test has not
actually begun and she has just
ripped her study guide in two. The
curtain falls as the actual test
starts.
You might have been as anxious
about a test as Kate was about
hers in this fine comic
production. But perhaps you
would find a different way to
cope with the stresses of being a
high school sophomore than by
day dreaming the day away.
Congratulations to Kristin on
her writing and directing debut,
and to the fine cast of
“Revolution 8” for an excellent
one act production.

2008-2009 Class Officers Chosen

the exact same challenges, as on
day one, it was pouring rain upon
their arrival. The first two days
involved the same ice breaking
and ropes course activities as the

ACTS trip. The
third day held a
great challenge
for the class as
they kayaked
two-and-a-half
miles down the
Housatonic
River, followed
by a six-mile hike
up and down the
Appalachian
Trail. The hike
was tough, but
due to the
supportive
attitude of the
class, they pulled

through and completed the
journey.
HILL class member Ryan Dowd
noted that the experience was
“like a rebirth” because he felt
that he saw things in a different
light and looked at people
differently afterwards. Both the
ACTS class and the HILL class
would agree that the trip surely
changed their thinking on a daily
basis and their attitudes of what
it is to be truly Christ-like.

The HILL Class pauses for a photo opportunity with teacher
Mr. Tressler and outdoor adventure guide Steve.
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Dance Team Syncopate rehearses for the big day.

C
at

h
er

in
e 

H
ag

an

The curtain opens on a typical high school classroom.
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Class of 2009
President- Caitlin Kearns

Vice President- Brooke Denver
Secretary- Madelyn Filomeno

Treasurer- Maura Graham
Class of 2010

President- Connor Deneen
Vice President- Jason Moore

Secretary- Jack Moore
Treasurer- Keelan Ledwidge

Class of 2011
President- Gipper Gailor

Vice President- Olivia Skalski
Secretary- Kate Molloy

Treasurer- David Lawlor
Class of 2012

President- Cedric Henderson
Vice President- Haleigh

Beckerman
Secretary- Caitrin Kiley

Treausurer- Brennan Graham



FEATURES
Elections: Why They Work From the Box Office: Top Eight of 2008

In the United States, citizens
vote every four years for a new
president. Since the beginning
of  the U.S Government, the
process of the Electoral College
has been used to choose the
President of  the United States.
Even though America uses this
process as
means of
electing the
president
many still
wonder if
their vote
actually
counts.
Through the
Electoral
College
process, the
voters do
not elect the
candidates
through a
direct
nation-wide
vote. It is,
instead,
decided by
the combined results of the 50
state election results plus
Washington D.C.  A person’s
individual vote helps decide
which candidate receives the
state’s electoral votes. The
founders of the country created
the Electoral College system as a
part of their plan to share
power between the States and
the national government. Even
though the electoral votes
awarded on the basis of  state
elections can make a different
result than the national popular
vote, individual citizen’s vote is
important to the outcome of
each state election.
In total there are 538 electoral
votes that get divided among the
states that decide the
presidential election. The
number of
votes given to
each state
corresponds
with the
number of
Representatives
and Senators
each state
sends to
Congress.
Depending on
the results of
the United
States Census,
electoral votes
given to the
states varies
every 10 years.
Each state
gets one vote
for each of its
Representatives
in the House and one electoral
vote for two of  its Senators,
meaning every state has at least
3 electoral votes total.
The U.S government has been
using the Electoral College
process since the beginning of
its creation, however it seems
many people have been in favor
of  its abolishment. Over the past
200 years there have been over
700 proposals put in front of
Congress to eliminate the
Electoral College, more than any
other subject.

1831-1832: The first
conventions are held to
nominate Presidential
candidates of the major
political parties. The delegates
of the conventions are
chosen by state and local
party organizations.

By Jaclyn Diaz

1869: Wyoming Territory
gives women the right to
vote, but does not extend
the right to the U.S.
Presidential elections even
after Wyoming becomes a
state in 1890.

1870: The 15th

Amendment states
adult male citizens of
all races have the right
to vote.

1899: Various states
introduce poll taxes as a
requirement to vote.
Opponents of the taxes say it
is meant to keep the poor
from voting.

1912: Twelve states hold
the first Presidential
preference primaries of the
Republican and
Democratic parties.

1920: The 19th

Amendment gives
women from all states
the right to vote in all
elections.

1924: The Indian Citizenship
Act gives Native Americans
the right to vote.

1927: A Texas state law
preventing African
Americans from voting in
primary elections is ruled
illegal by the U.S. Supreme
Court.

1944: The U.S Supreme Court
rules that political parties may
not prevent African
Americans from voting in
primary elections.

1964: the 24th Amendment
outlaws poll tax
requirements for federal
elections.

1965: The Voting
Rights Act bans all
attempts to keep
African Americans
from voting.

1971: The 26th Amendment
lowers the voting age to 18.

1972-1992: The number
of states holding
primary elections
increases from 17 to 38
over two decades.

of a cast were taking a risk. Robert
Downey, Jr. a superhero? It just
doesn’t sound right, but Downey
found a strong connection in playing
Stark, and he was very easy to
relate to. The world has a new
superhero.
3. One of the most anticipated
movies of  the summer, Mamma
Mia proved to be no
disappointment. The screen
adaption of the hit Broadway
musical comprised of an upbeat,
catchy soundtrack by the popular
Swedish band ABBA, Mamma
Mia was an exciting, colorful
journey of a mother and her
daughter. Taking place on a
stunning Greek island, the
characters go through a hilarious
and heartwarming journey,
peppered with dancing and
singing. Starring the lovely and
talented Meryl Streep, the dashing
but not-so-talented-at-singing
Pierce Brosnan, the loveable and
goofy Colin Firth, and the sweet
and refreshing Amanda Seyfried,
Mamma Mia is definitely
recommended.
4. At this point in time, if  you
haven’t seen Batman: The Dark
Knight, you most likely live in a
cave. This movie broke box office
records bringing in 158 million in
the first weekend and almost one
billion dollars worldwide! In
continuation of Batman Begins,
Christian Bale returns to Gotham
City to battle criminal
organizations and corruption.
The city’s most dangerous acts of
crime are all connected to the
psychopathic Joker whom
Batman sets out to put an end to.
As evil as the Joker is, he is able to
give the audience its own sense of
an evil smirk through his grin,
laughter, and inhumane ways that
are remarkably displayed by
recently deceased Heath Ledger.
The special effects, the Joker, and
the several twists throughout the
film are enough to bring
goosebumps. The movie could
have ended after Batman was
forced to decide between saving
his love or his friend, but
continued just long enough to
introduce the character Two Face.
The fact that the movie would be
lost amongst other superhero films
without Heath Ledger, as well as the
dragged out ending, keeps The
Dark Knight from receiving a
higher rank.
5. Beautiful, Chinese countryside.
Calming, zen-like music. Delicious
dumplings. Cuddly, loveable
pandas. It is in fact one of the
year’s most successful animated
films, Kung Fu Panda. Starring the
voice talents of  Jack Black,
Angelina Jolie, and Jackie Chan,
Kung Fu Panda is a heartwarming
story of how one panda can
overcome the odds and adversity
to become the much-revered
Dragon Warrior. The movie
explores different aspects of  Kung
Fu training, and even features the
five Kung Fu animals which
represent different styles of
fighting: the snake, the tiger, the
praying mantis, the monkey, and
the crane. The main message of
the movie, however, is that
believing in oneself is more
valuable than any amount of
training. Definitely a movie to see,
one that children and adults will
find hilarious, and one that a
whole family can enjoy.

6. The parodies so far this year,
for example Disaster Movie, have
been disastrous. Thankfully, the
creator of Airplane and Naked
Gun came along to save the genre’s
fate through this nationalistic film.
An American Carol is an angelic
orchestration of forming a movie
opposite of typical Hollywood’s
one-sided views. It intelligently
pokes fun at filmmaker Michael
Moore who tends to take political
topics to the extreme left wing.
Kevin Farley, Chris Farley’s
brother, takes the role of  Michael
Malone, Michael Moore’s look-a-
like, who just released his most
recent documentary Die You
American Pigs. Malone, announces
that he is going to hold a rally to try
and abolish the Fourth of  July.
Soon afterward John F. Kennedy,
Malone’s hero, pops out of the
filmmaker’s TV and confronts him
on the ridiculous and some what
radical movies he is making.
Following the theme of the book
A Christmas Carol, Malone is
approached by the ghosts of JFK
and the Angel of Death (Trace
Adkins) who help to guide
Malone away from hating
America. Do not let the biased
movie critics turn you away. If
you loved the Naked Gun and
Airplane and you have the
smallest knowledge of Michael
Moore’s films this will push your
laughbox to its limits.
7. Indiana Jones is back in action
after twenty years, and thankfully,
he has still got it. The extremely
popular trilogy of the 80’s was not
enough for director George Lucas.
Whip in hand, archaeology
professor Indy (Harrison Ford) is
once again fighting against the
forces of evil, this time to be the
first to find the Crystal Skull. The
movie is packed with everything
from car chases and giant killer
ants to reinventing a forgotten
love. The Crystal Skull, the object
everyone is looking for, is needed
to unlock a hidden Mayan temple.
Its relevance to the temple it
belongs to may be too up to date
for the more traditional fans of
the movie. However, most people
were not bothered at all by its
technological relevance. Instead,
they were reintroduced to the
historic movie hero and came out
remembering how much they
loved Indiana Jones.
8. If  you haven’t heard of Man on
Wire, you’re probably asking why
it is even on this list. Interestingly
enough I haven’t seen one critic
who didn’t like this movie and I
have never seen such an enjoyable
and intellectual documentary such
as this. Director James Marsh
captures the story of French
national Phillipe Petit whose goal
is to walk across a tight rope
between the World Trade Centers.
Believe it or not, the easiest part of
situation was the task of walking
between the two tallest buildings
in the Northeast, as you will see in
the film. Getting into the buildings
through security with all the
necessary equipment was the
tough part. The audience watches
real life footage that has never
been seen and becomes immersed
in the film feeling nervous for its
participants. If  you’ve never seen a
documentary or have decided you
will never see one again, watch this
movie and then form your final
opinion.

By John Shevchuk &
Jess Di Francesco

1. Wall-E is on a level above all
other films made this year, and
can even be ranked among the
best animations of all time. From
the previews one expects this
computer-generated film to

sarcastically
criticize the
human race,
but this notion
is incorrect.
Instead of
being insulted
by arrogant
criticism, the
audience
becomes
enthralled in
the story of
the morally
declining
human race
and robotic
characters who
do not even
speak. But the
lack of
dialogue is

overshadowed by the conflict
between two robots, Wall-E and
Eva. Wall-E works on earth
cleaning up the filth that the
humans have left behind and Eva
is sent to look for life on the
planet. Eva takes Wall-E back to
the spaceship where the humans
live. The story unfolds and the
spaceship’s inhabitants learn a
very valuable lesson. The
spaceship the now obese humans
call home is equipped with
hovering chairs and TVs inches
from their face. The movie cleverly
instills the idea that the human
race is slowly moving away from
the way things should be in all
aspects of life with a very
humorous style. Even though it
was intended for a younger
crowd, Wall-E appeals just as

much to
adults as
children, and
is definitely a
must see.
2. Iron Man
was the
perfect
emergence of
the super-hero
from the
comic book to
the big screen.
Billionaire
Tony Stark
inherits his
father’s
weapons
corporation
and lives a life
of  luxury. He
turns from
rich man to

super-hero after traveling on a
business trip to Afghanistan,
where a terrorist organization
forces him to build a missile.
Instead of completing this
undesirable task he builds a suit
of armor that allows him to
escape and lead the life of a
superhero. In the midst of his
escape, the audience watches Stark
deal with his elements of
character. He realizes what he is
accountable for and sees that even
with all of his money he really has
nothing. When Robert Downey,
Jr. was selected for the part of
Tony Stark, the people in charge
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Class of 2012 Looks Back on Their First Days as Students at Northwest Catholic
What is the best part about being a

freshman?

Meeting new people. – Jessie
Rocha

Experiencing new things. – Bria
Parisi

Not being in middle school
anymore. – Colleen Riley

The freedom we have here. –
Zachary Lewis

The freshmen have the help of  the
senior contacts. – Logan Lawson

You get it easy. – Krystin Lilly

Not worrying about college. –
Catherine Marshall

The best part is that you’re in
high school now and you get
treated like an adult. – Rachel

Barrachina

The best part about being a
freshman is being in a new, bigger
school and meeting new people. –

Katie Beaule

You know one day you will be a
senior. – Megan Auletta

Using the excuse, “I got lost,”
whenever you’re late. – Michael

Varney

We don’t know everything. –
Michael Wine

The football practices end earlier.
– Tyler Calitri

You can come to class late the
first week if you get lost. – Sarah

Visintainer

The work isn’t quite as hard as
the upperclassmen. – Scott

Wilson

The teachers are a little less strict
with you since you’re just a

freshman, and since this is your
first time in high school, you are

excited about school. –
Mariamma Chaluparambil

Getting to go to the freshmen
dance. – Meg Buda

Starting over. – Caroline Connal

All the people who are willing to
help you. – Anthony Carter

Being in Mr. Shugrue’s
homeroom. – Christopher

Freund

What is the worst part about being
a freshman?

Being the youngest in the school.
– Trevor Lathrop

Not knowing your way around
the school. – Cailyn McDonnell

All the homework. – Jacob
McCormick [Note from the

editors: It will get worse when
you’re a senior.]

Being small. – Katie Cove

You are in a totally new place, and
have no idea how to get around. –

Christianna Gilbert

Being at the bottom of the social
order. – Nathan McKenzie

Being new, not knowing everyone,
and getting lost. – Taylor Selig

Not understanding your schedule
at first. – Rebecca Sierejko

No seniority. – Saralynne Brown

Less free time, more homework. –
Trevor Bradley

We all have to carry our book
bags, and all our books, to every

class. – Shebrikea Warburton

Being the “new chick on the
block.” – Catherine Marshall

Our voices aren’t heard as much.
– Maleek Riley

Being smaller and having less
knowledge than the seniors. –

Samantha Russo

Finding your way around the
building, and of course, the

lockers! – Leanne Oleasz

Who is someone who has made
your first weeks at Northwest

Catholic easier?

Ally Rocha. – Cassie Rocha

Maddie Filomeno – Colleen Riley

My sister, Kaela. – Collin
Paternoster

My friends from volleyball;
they’re so energetic and nice. –

Logan Lawson

Caitlin Kearns. – Krystin Lilly

Jen Erickson. – Megan Baker

Codie Landsman. – Megan
Austin

The freshman contacts who
answered my questions and

showed me around. – Elizabeth
Allen

Megan Drusedum. – Bridget
Begley

My brother, Andy, made my first
weeks easier and so did some of

my friends. – Katie Beaule

Jackie Hernandez and Mustapha
Muhammad. – Shebrikea

Warburton

Tanner Vaughn, Ms. Belliveau. –
Michael Varney

The people from my old school
and the teachers. – Eleni Tsagdis

Senior football players. – Kywane
Thomas

Mike Varney. – Cara Watts

Matt Visintainer. – Sarah
Visintainer

Sean Murphy. – Tanner Vaughn

Ariane Leuenberger. – Devon
Bodey

Mr. Piorkowski. – David
Blackwell

All the teachers – they always help
if you need help finding your way

around. – Paula Bompane

My sister, Katherine Butler. –
Brian Butler

Mr. Laffin. – Tyler Calitri

Maura Eagan, Caroline
Davenport. – Hannah Shea

Mrs. Gillespie. – Katherine
Schwartz

Emily Schwartz and the freshman
contacts. – Olivia Rustic

Stephanie Jackie. – Hanna Salvio

John Whiting. – Alexander
Mortillaro

Rich, my senior contact, showed
me where all my classes were and

made me feel confident about
high school. – Chris Laffin

Caroline Leuenberger. – Ariane
Leuenberger

My sister. – Trevor Lathrop

What is the funniest/most
embarrassing thing that has
happened to you at NWC?

My bag broke in the middle of
the hallway. – Bria Parisi

I went into the wrong classroom.
– Leanne Oleasz

I couldn’t get my locker open. It
took me forever, and I had to ask

two seniors for help. – Colleen
Riley

My friends and I almost got
kicked out of  the library. – Jaleen

Collier

I fell out of my chair on the first
day of homeroom. – Megan

Baker

Seniors at the dance asked me to
dance. – Nick Armetta

I was trying to open my locker
and I realized I was at someone

else’s. – Elizabeth Allen

No one picked my shoe at the
Freshman dance. – Gina

Bettencourt

I  tripped and hit my head on a
locker. – Bridget Begley

I mixed up classes and ended up
spending five minutes in a
sophomore history class. –
Mariamma Chaluparambil

I had to recite the alphabet in
Spanish during class. – Tyler

Calitri

Missing half my math class on
the first day of school because I
stayed in free period too long. –

Caroline Carew

What is the funniest/most
embarrassing thing you have

witnessed at NWC?

Three seniors singing. – Maebh
Sheelan

Seeing students with their maps
in their assignment pads, trying to
find their way around the school.

– Jessie Rocha

Someone got run over by Ms.
Keating-McKeon’s cart. – Cassie

Rocha

Someone brought a box of
books to school. – Matthew

Pranaitis

Someone tripped during lunch. –
Zachary Lewis

Two days in a row, a girl in my
religion class came in the middle
of the period. - Logan Lawson

The 9th Grade dance. – Megan
Austin

The most embarrassing thing that
I’ve witnessed is someone

attending the wrong homeroom.
– Loren Baczewski

A Spanish Alphabet-singing
elephant in Spanish class. –

Elizabeth Allen

Someone tried to pull their chair
out. – Megan Auletta

I saw someone fall backward
while putting on their book bag

because of all the books. –
Shebrikea Warburton

Seniors at the dance. – Katie
Tanguay

I ran into a big rock while
running cross country. – Michael

Wine

Someone hit the soccer coach’s
car. – Tanner Vaughn

At soccer practice, Rich fell into a
bush. – Brian Butler

My JV soccer team missed our
practice bus. – Caroline Carew

Deacon Santos was dancing at
the freshman dance. – Adrianna

Soldevila

Mr. Shugrue’s honors geometry
class. – Christopher Freund
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What would people be surprised to
learn about you?

Theo Agnew: I have a huge fear of
roller coasters…

Laura Hannifan: I am extremely
hard on myself even with the

simplest things such as getting the
wrong answer in class.

Ryan Dowd : I have crooked
pinkies.

Ms. Jennifer Puskarz: I have a
secret obsession with rubber

duckies… I guess it’s
not so secret

anymore.

If you could be anyone
else at Northwest for a
day, who would you be,

and why?

TA: Coach Reese.
Who wouldn’t want

to be that attractive, I
mean come on, the

face of an angel and
the body of a

Spartan.

LH: I would be
Senora Barrett – I
would love to have

her matching abilities.

RD: Mr. Clapper. He
just has a great job.

JP: A senior who has gotten into
college. I’d love to have that

feeling of unknown excitement
again!

If you were stranded on a desert
island, who would you want to be

stranded with, and why?

TA: Mr. Golic. No one can make
a sammie like he can.

LH: Dr. Luddy so he can build a
hovercraft while I search for

coconuts and write “help” in the
sand.

RD: Boris Garcia because he can
survive in tropical climates.

JP: My friend Ben. He’d know
how to get off  [the island] or he’d

teach me how to survive.
Seriously, this kid could survive
with just a pack of paperclips!

What words of wisdom do
you live by?

TA: God would never put  you
through something you can’t

handle.

LH: “Don’t gild the lily.”
My Grandfather says it to

me all the time.

RD: “Just be like the little
drummer boy, just keep on
drumming.” – Coach Reese

JP: To be capable of  loving
others, you must first love

yourself.

What three things could you
not live without?

TA: Music, God, and my
girlfriend.

Inside Out: Theo Agnew, Laura Hannifan, Ryan Dowd, and Ms. Puskarz
LH: Chicken, my cell phone, and

band-aids.

RD: Money, power, and respect.

JP: My sister, chocolate, and my
cat.

Who or what always makes you
laugh?

TA: Joseph P. Bubbles and P.J.
O’Poodertoodle.

LH: Mr. Callahan’s pre-dance
announcement. “No bumping, no
grinding, no fondling, no freak-

dancing…”

JP: My three little cousins, they
are a riot!

What would be the first thing you
would do if you won 10 million

dollars?

TA: Turn it all into quarters then
host a coin-flipping contest.

LH: I would give three million to
cancer research, two million to

charity, one million to each of my
four family members, and one

million would be saved.

RD: Buy 21” rims for my Dad’s
2000 Volvo.

JP: Pay off all my debt! Ugh.
Wait, are you offering me money?

What annoys you the most?

LH: Forced and fake laughter
and Tom Brady.

JP: Hmm… I don’t know…
indecisiveness.

What would be your personal
theme song?

TA: “A Woman’s Worth” by
Alicia Keys.

LH: “The Real Slim Shady” by
Eminem.

JP: “Canon in D” by Zox.

What would your first
action as President of the

United States be?

LH: I would ban the
Clintons from the

country.

RD: I would make every
day “free cookie day” at

Subway.

What movie could you
watch over and over again,

and why?

TA: “Sisterhood of
the Traveling Pants 2”
because I can relate to

them.

LH: Most likely “The Little
Mermaid” because we can

relate, hair-wise.

RD: “Superbad.” The funniest
movie ever.

JP: “Finding Nemo”… Just
keep swimming, just keep

swimming…

If the whole world were listening,
what would you say?

LH: Can’t we all just get along?

RD: You think you’re fresh? Well
guess what, I’m ripe.

If you could ask God any one
question, what would it be?

TA: How did you do it all?

LH: Where is Jimmy Hoffa?

RD: Why is Mrs. Harrison so
nice?

JP: Why are we here?

If you could have only one
food for the rest of your life
(assuming that this strange
situation would not affect
your health), which food

would you choose?

TA: Roast beef, it’s my
favorite besides quiche.

LH: Chicken fingers with
honey mustard. It’s bliss

on a plate for me.

RD: Gushers.

JP: Triple chocolate
cheesecake!

If you could hear what
someone is thinking for a

day, who would you choose, and
why?

TA: Clive Morales, to understand
how he can manage to inspire so

many people, including me!

LH: Mr. Avery, duh. He is so
unpredictable and he is obviously

a genius with his piano and
computer skills and all.

RD: Joe Harris. I would like to
hear what he thinks about people.

JP: My grandmother. She has
Alzheimer’s. I would love to know
what she thinks about, what she
has thought about, and all about

her life. All questions I never
thought to ask when I was

younger.

What is your greatest ambition in
life?

LH: To become a psychologist.

RD: To be stinky rich.

JP: To love deeply all those
around me.

Who is your hero, and why?

TA: My father, he’s everything I
want to be.

LH: Lauren Kent because she
always brings me back down to

earth.

RD: Julian Harris. One day, I
wish to be that tall and that

funny.

JP: My mother, she’s a very
strong person. I can only hope to
be as strong as her when I grow

up.

If you could live
anywhere in the

world, where
would you live?

TA: Narnia.

LH: I would
want to live
close to my
family, but I

would love to
live in Italy.

RD: The
Harris

household.

JP: Australia. I
really want to pet a koala bear!

If you could manage any
professional sports team, what

team would you choose?

TA: The national World of
Warcraft team.

LH: Michael Phelps’ personal
coach.

RD: A soccer
team, so I could
immediately ruin
their franchise.

JP: Whoever is
the worst. I

couldn’t possibly
mess them up
any more than

they are and
perhaps I could
do some good!

What would be
the title of your
autobiography?

TA: “Tall, Dark,
and Handsome:

The NED Agnew Story.”

LH: “The Life of Red.”

RD: “Ryan Dowd: The Story of  a
true JV Baller.”

What magazine do you always look
forward to getting in the mail?

TA: “Seventeen.”

LH: “Bassmaster” for sure.

RD: “Seventeen Magazine.”

JP: “National Geographic.” One
day my friend will have his

photos published in it!

What random fact are you most
proud to know?

LH: When your stomach rumbles
or growls it is “wambling.”
Thank you, off-beat oddity.

RD: It takes 500 hours of playing
ping-pong to lose one pound.

JP: When the weatherman says
there is a 25% chance of rain, that
doesn’t mean the entire state has
a 25% chance, it means that only
25% of the state will receive rain!

Laura Hannifan (and Mr. Avery)

Theo Agnew

Ms. Puskarz

Ryan Dowd
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Teachers may need students to
bring certain materials to class and
without this information, students
will not be fully equipped to
participate in that day’s lesson.
While Mr. Callahan belives that
allowing seniors to leave after H
period if they have no I and J
classes is an appropriate senior
privilege, it is important that
students are completely done for
the day and have no commitments
(sports or meetings) that require
them to remain on campus.
For underclassmen however, it is
encouraged that these students
develop proper study habits by
utilizing the resources provided by
the school, such as the library and
resource rooms. Students should
also take advantage of teachers
that are available for extra help
during their free periods as well as
before or after school.
Students would also be missing out
on becoming more involved in the
school community. Mr. Callahan
says that he encourages students to
take advantage of the various
clubs, sports, and other activities in
order to get the most out of their
Northwest experience.
Mrs. Williamson, principal of
Northwest Catholic, strongly agrees
with Mr. Callahan that students
should spend their time during the
school day getting work done to
develop their academic life, pointing
out that assemblies and other
programs that students would
otherwise miss by coming to school
late are important to life at
Northwest.

Allowing students to come and go
as they please would also disrupt
ongoing classes, the secretaries in
the office, and the bus schedules.
Many students do not have a way
to get to school other than the bus,
and the drop off and pick up times
cannot be changed according to
students’ schedules.
However, all other reasons aside,
the most important reason for
students to arrive to school on time
is the morning prayer. A religious
mindset is an enormous part of
Northwest Catholic, and it is
important that every student take
part in the prayer each day during
homeroom. It is essential for
students to be in a prayerful state
of mind when they begin their
classes, and both Mrs. Williamson
and Mr. Callahan agree that
missing morning prayer means
missing out on what Northwest
Catholic is all about. Prayer and
spirituality is key to a student’s
academic experience.
Angelica Badillo ‘09 says that she
thinks that allowing students to
arrive late and leave early is more of
a safety concern than anything else.
With students coming and going, it
would be difficult to determine who is
coming in or out of the building.
While many students agree that they
should be allowed to arrive late and
leave early, it seems only logical that
this privilege is one that may do more
harm than good. Without its students
participating in the prayerful and
active atmosphere, Northwest
Catholic would simply not be the
school it is today.

By Nicole Boucher

With the year-long campaign
season approaching its climactic
finale, the question remains as to
how the election ultimately will be
decided.  In a political election
system focused on public
perception of a candidate as
opposed to truth, the influence of
misrepresentation frequently
leads to voting based on false
realities.  Also, the eventual
election results will be impacted
by the candidate’s discerned
personality traits as opposed to
solely on their stance on the
issues.  In a country that is
supposedly a meritocracy, how
many people base their votes
solely on the policies that the
candidate would enact?
A primary strategy in campaigns
revolves around the
misrepresentations that persist in
the minds of  the voters.  While
the mistruths spoken are often
disproved, they have a lasting
impact on voters who do not seek
to ensure the validity in their
statements.  For instance, early in
the campaign season, Senator
Barack Obama and other
democratic leaders misconstrued
a statement Senator John McCain
made regarding the length of time
American troops would be in
Iraq.  In many of his stump
speeches, Obama aggrandized the
meaning in McCain’s comment
that troops could be in Iraq for
one-hundred years by taking it to
mean that conflict at current
levels would be maintained for
that amount of  time.  In reality,

McCain was addressing the
potential for a peacekeeping
presence in Iraq similar to those
troops located at the demilitarized
zone between North and South
Korea in addition to other
countries with continued troop
presence during peace time.  This
statement attempted to exploit the

notion of McCain as a warmonger.
Now, as the campaigns reach full
intensity, McCain has also been
deeply criticized for his false
statements regarding Obama’s
policies. In his advertising
campaign, McCain suggested that
Obama supported sex education
for kindergarteners when in fact
Obama supported a bill to provide
education regarding the dangers of
sexual predators at an age-
appropriate level.  McCain also
consistently stands by the
statement that Obama intends to
raise taxes by large margins when,
in reality, the people McCain is
addressing would not be affected
by Obama’s tax plan.  Only the

wealthiest five-percent would see
the raise.  McCain represents his
own plans as large tax cuts when,
in reality, he intends to cut three-
hundred billion dollars in taxes
for large corporations.  A clear
trend in politics is to spin facts in
whatever direction best suits a
purpose.  In the first debate
between the presidential
candidates, Obama attacked
McCain’s tax cuts for high
earning corporations, while
McCain stressed Obama’s
earmark record, both utilizing
alternate points to convey very
different depictions of their own
values.  Candidates also
misconstrue their own level of
involvement in certain situations.
Governor Sarah Palin suggested
that she stopped the infamous
“bridge to nowhere” project to
connect the Alaskan mainland to
a sparsely populated island once
it went to Congress, though she
only changed her previously
supportive position when
Congress had denied it.  Despite
the outright lie Palin essentially
espoused, Republican Strategist
John Feehery stated that her
personal popularity was more
important than sticking entirely
to the truth.  He stated, “There’s a
bigger truth out there, and the
bigger truths are: She’s new, she’s
popular in Alaska…as long as
those are out there, these little
facts don’t really matter.”  This
belief essentially solidifies the
thought process involved in many
campaign strategies.  The small
facts are insignificant when a

popular, positive image is
maintained.
Another concern in the true
decider[s] of elections involves the
reasons people make their final
decision in voting.  Often, the
candidate’s relatibility and
connections to the average person
result in a voter’s trust.  Many

people consider Obama to be elitist,
and McCain has attempted to take
advantage of this belief by
comparing Obama to a celebrity
who lacks substance.  Each
candidate, particularly during the
conventions, also attempted to
illustrate their family roles and
heroism to show their connection
to other individuals.  Sarah Palin
painted herself as a “hockey
mom” and highlighted raising a
child born with Downs-
Syndrome.  McCain often speaks
of his time as a prisoner of war in
Vietnam.  Senator Joe Biden and
his sons have spoken of  his wife
and daughter’s death and his
being sworn in as a United States

Senator beside the hospital beds of
his sons. Obama’s often mentions
his childhood in a single-parent
household, requiring food stamps at
one point. These stories are often
genuinely touching and do reflect a
level of integrity in the candidates.
However, these life histories often
have a far-reaching effect in
determining what candidate is
ready to lead.  Ultimately, the
prudent voter must question how a
candidate’s perceived relatibility
actually impacts their ability to
lead.  As New York Times
Columnist David Brooks shrewdly
noted, “Democracy is not average
people selecting average leaders. It
is average people with the wisdom
to select the best prepared.”  The
issues often get lost in tales of
courage and valor instead of a
focus on the decisions this person
will make as president.
This election year will prove to be
vital in determining the direction
this country will take. With the
economic concerns that have
escalated through the recent
bailout, these candidates reflect
very different stances that will
lead the country in very different
directions.  Also, Obama and
McCain host very different takes
on international talks with global
leaders, the war in Iraq, and
potential relationships with Iran,
Pakistan, and North Korea.  The
decision on who should become
the successor to President Bush
should be based upon who will
best execute sound responses to
these points, as opposed to who
may best manipulate the beliefs of
each American.

By Sarah Purple

The average student at Northwest
Catholic has a busy life. Whether it
is keeping up with Mrs. Juda’s daily
homework, perfecting plays on the
football field, or attending late-
night rehearsals for the spring
musical, Northwest students often
have trouble finding time to fit
everything in. The daily complaint
of many students is being tired or
up late. Many students find it
difficult to get more than seven
hours of sleep each night, instead
of the recommended nine hours.
If coming late to school or leaving
early was allowed, then many
students who have the first or last
few periods free would have their
problem solved. When Mr.
Callahan was asked for his opinion
on this subject, he brought up the
point that we have homeroom
announcements and prayer at the
beginning of the day. Students
coming in late would miss this
important part of our day.
However, some schools have
homeroom in the middle of the
day, which could be an excellent
alternative to our current
arrangement. Students could arrive
and sign in before their classes
begin, and then homeroom
business, announcements, and
prayer could take place later in the
day. This setup would allow
students to get maybe just a little
more sleep or not feel like they
“live” at Northwest.
The traffic situation on
Wampanoag Drive could be

Americans Prepare to Elect the 44th President After a Tense Two Year Campaign

improved if these changes were
made. Often, students and their
parents are stuck in ten or more
minutes of frustrating stop-and-go
traffic, just trying to pull out onto
North Main Street. If someone is
trying to turn left, forget about
getting home any time soon.
Students leaving at different times,
rather than everyone rushing out
at 2:07, would mean fewer cars
leaving the parking lot and
ultimately less traffic. The residents
of Wampanoag Drive, who find it
difficult to pull out of or into their
driveways around the time that
Northwest gets out of school,
would surely benefit from these
changes as well.
Many Northwest students also
have jobs to save up for college.
However, they usually cannot start
work until at least three in the
afternoon. Leaving early would
allow these students to work earlier
and potentially more hours,
therefore helping their parents with
the many financial burdens of
today.
In an interview, Mr. Callahan
stated that these changes would
affect the sense of community that
we have here at Northwest.
However, it could be said that it is
because we are such a strong
community that we need these
changes. It is partially because of
the fact that so many students are
involved in multiple Northwest
activities, which builds our
community, that students would
benefit greatly from being allowed
to come to school late or leave early.

Point-Counterpoint: Should Students Leave When They Have No Class?

With all these points of the issue
examined, one can see that students
coming and leaving at different
times could actually be very
advantageous to our school.
Teachers would find students more
attentive, coaches would find their
teams more energetic, and the
residents of Wampanoag Drive
would be happier. Now, that
sounds like a plan!

Point: Students Would See Benefits from Shortened Day

Senator John McCain
Senator Barack Obama

Ctpoint: Decreases Community Feel
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By Kate Schuppe

School- we all have to go. The daily
grind of homework, labs, class, and
after school activities is inevitable,
especially in high school. However,
some students seem to agree that
there is a way to shorten that
grind- arriving late or leaving early
when one does not have class. This
idea is quite popular among the
student community at Northwest
Catholic. But is cutting the school
day short really the best way to
enjoy and be fully involved in the
Northwest Catholic community?
Mr. Richard Callahan, vice
principal, seems to disagree.
He says that students who arrive
late to school will miss important
announcements given during
homeroom. Club meetings, sports
practices, and rehearsals may be
postponed or rescheduled without
the knowledge of the student.
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Northwest Catholic Football Strives to Continue Exciting Playoff Streak

By Maddie Livingston

If an unbiased observer were to
compare a girls’ field hockey
practice last year to a girl’s field
hockey practice this year, he or

she would immediately find two
major differences: a new coach
and intense conditioning sessions.
Coach Feola and her daughter,
Alyssa Feola, NWC ‘04, are the
new varsity and junior varsity
coaches respectively for the girls’
field hockey team. They have both
brought new ideas to the playing
field and continue every day to
challenge the girls’ limits. Captain
Ali Gualtieri says, “There has
been a lot more running and
conditioning involved and we are
building up our endurance daily.”
Coach Feola also advocates the
idea of strong women with her
request that the girls wear pink
shoelaces and ribbons to support
breast cancer research. She has
brought with her a drive for
athletic excellence and attitude of
constant improvement.
Recent games have proved this
statement to be true, especially the
first night game of the season
against Hall. Although the girls
lost, the 2-0 score was an
improvement to previous games
versus Hall in recent seasons. The
loss against Northwestern was
also a critical game. It was a hard
fought contest and the score was
a close 2-1. A sophomore member
of  the team says, “Varsity played

extremely well against
Northwestern. When we win, we
win by a lot and when we don’t
win, it’s only by one or two
points!” The field hockey team
started off their season incredibly

well. Captain Ali
Gualtieri states, “All
this year’s seniors have
really stepped up to the
plate. It’s hard to start
off a season after
losing thirteen valuable
players, but we’re
improving! We have an
amazing defensive line
and our forwards get
better everyday.” Some
great games have been
played against
Immaculate and Sacred
Heart Academy.

Varsity beat Immaculate 4-2 and
defeated Sacred Heart twice with
scores of 4-0 and 3-1. A tough
match was also played against
Somers, who gave the
girls a real challenge
but Northwest was
able to pull of  a 2-1
victory.
Senior co-captains Ali
Gualtieri and Brooke
Denver are definitely
the driving force
behind the entire
program. Junior
Meghan McGuire
says, “They work well
with our team and
Brooke is really good
with organization and
direction of the team.”
This year’s senior
players are role
models for the
underclassmen, offering advice
and skill tips and playing with
heart and intensity. In particular,
Catherine Hijeck has “amazing
speed and stick skills” and on
defense, Lauren Kent and Laura
Hannifan are extremely strong.
Ali Gualtieri, the varsity goalie, is
very helpful in training the JV
goalie, Kathleen O’Hara, who is
also the back up for Varsity. This

year is crucial for the field hockey
team because it is a rebound year.
After losing so many seniors last
year, the team is trying to work
for next season by building the
skills and experience of current
players. The main goal is to work
for the future, but Northwest is
still fighting for a playoff spot.
The juniors who will be the
leaders next fall have been playing
a key role in both these efforts.
When asked who the junior
leaders are, a senior answers
almost immediately said, “Gabby
Marandino is really following in
her sister’s footsteps, she
definitely sticks out. Gretchen
Kelly is also a motivating force
and there is a strong sense of
enthusiasm in everyone.”
Unity has been a major theme for
Northwest. When asked about
the strong sense of  unity, junior
defensive player, Katie Kuzoian
comments, “We all support each

other. We all come together as a
team. We practice as a team, we
lose as a team, but most
importantly we win as a team.”
This attitude will continue to
motivate the players individually
and make the team more
successful as a whole, and girls
field hockey should continue to
improve their 4-5 record.

By Michael Auletta

Northwest Catholic football is yet
again a team to beat in the
Northwest
Conference. The
Indians opened up
their season under
the lights at home
against Xavier
before a large and
energetic crowd.
Sadly, Northwest
fell short, losing to
Xavier 29-9, but at
the same time
demonstrated that
they can compete
with one of the
better teams in the
state. Week two
became a thriller
when Northwest
traveled to Bristol
to face St. Paul. Northwest was
ahead in the final minutes, when a
talented St. Paul player sealed the
deal for the Falcons with just
seconds left, narrowly defeating
Northwest. The team learned from
their mistakes and capitalized on the
other team’s weaknesses, and they

soon handed Rocky Hill a painful
20-16 defeat.
Northwest is led by senior
captains Jake Golic, Sean

Murphy, Theo Agnew, and Tony
Cicero as well as seniors Kevin
Boya, and Ryan Foster. The most
difficult factor Northwest needs
to work through is the loss of
several key offensive and
defensive starters who put the
team on their back and carried

them last season to take them to
playoffs. The team may lack
experience, but there is no doubt
that one could find talent at every

position. Significant juniors for
Northwest include
quarterback Jack
Murphy and
linebackers Ted
Terrion and Justin
Strid. Nick Calitri and
Jack Hayes have made
major contributions
to the defense. A large
number of
sophomores seem to
be successfully finding
their own places on
the team as well.
Although some people
have raised questions
about the team’s ability
to succeed, Coach
Tyler always knows

how to handle different situations
and always puts his team in the best
position to win, hence a 27 win, 4
loss regular season record in the
past three years with the three
losses coming from the same two
opponents. This year’s schedule
promises to be a tough one, with big

games against Bridgeport Central,
Berlin, and Plainville. With great
coordinators, Coach Truong
(offense) and Coach Lenz (defense),
the team will be well organized and

have an effective playbook against
those teams, although Northwest
will have to work hard to beat all
three teams and again, move on to
the Class S playoffs for the third
time in four years.
Whether the team is on the field
conditioning, running drills, or in

the weight room lifting, there is
always the same mind set,
whatever it takes to get to the
championship game, and whatever
it takes to win that game. When

Northwest started in
August at Camp
Fuller, the goal may
have been to win the
first game or to
accomplish smaller
things within the
game. But as the end
of the season draws
closer, the main goal
becomes more
evident. With a 3-2
record, the Indians
will continue to fight
for a shot at the
playoffs as the team
draws closer to the
match up against
Plainville for the

school’s annual Thanksgiving Day
game. With the team’s powerful
momentum from a three game
winning streak there is widespread
hope that their season will extend
beyond that last regular season
battle.

By Cara Ledwidge

The Northwest Catholic fall
cheerleading squad is proud to
announce that they are off to a
great start as the new athletic
season begins. Despite early onset
losses by the varsity football team,

nothing stops these girls from going
all out with their incredible at every
game. This year’s squad has grown
since last year to an impressive
eleven girls. Returning captain,
senior Courtney Carroll, and
senior captain Ashley Reyes, are
reasons why this season has gotten
off to such a remarkable start.
With their experience, the two will
lead the squad to another incredible
year.
Among the major assets to the
team are Coach Christine Michaud
and her assistant coach Tina
Flannery who have begun to
incorporate more advanced stunts
into the squad’s already dazzlingly
successful cheers and routines. The
amazing amount of time and effort
that each girl on the squad puts into
every game and practice is reflected
in how far they have come since the
beginning of the season. The whole
squad has shown their dedicated
support and enthusiasm by their
spirit in the first five football
games. In the first against Xavier
the girls cheered on despite the
rain. They cheered the whole game,
even though Northwest was
defeated. The squad’s dedication

paid off as the varsity football
team gained their first win of the
season on September 29 against
Rocky Hill, 20-16.
New uniforms for this season act as
an incentive for the squad to help
out and give their best to
fundraisers such as bake sales and

car washes. The
girls on the
squad are
unceasingly
hard working in
all the events
that they
participate in
and the amount
of support they
give to the
school. The
cheerleaders are
at every varsity
game, for both
the basketball
and football

regular seasons, cheering along
the sidelines throughout the
entire game, leading the
Northwest students and parents.
The community has been thrilled
to have the superb squad cheering
at every game and dancing at
halftime. In addition to their
performances at pep rallies, the
girls will take part in multiple
competitions throughout the
year.
This year’s Northwest Conference
Cheerleading Competition will be
hosted at Northwest Catholic. Our
cheerleaders will compete with the
squads from East Catholic,
RHAM, Berlin, Farmington,
Plainville, Rocky Hill, St. Paul, and
Avon High Schools. The squad’s
devotion to the school will be
evident as they take part in these
competitions while cheering for the
basketball team during the regular
season.
Great things can be expected from
the cheerleading squad this season.
These girls are perpetually excited
and ready to continue to function as
an integral component of our
school. They are sure to represent
our school spirit to the fullest in the
remainder of the season.

Cheerleading Team Rallies NWC Field Hockey Improves Its Record Since Last Year

Senior Captain Tony Cicero drags the opposing team’s
quarterback to the ground.

Jack Murphy drives the ball up the field with help from
Northwest’s strong and mighty offensive line.
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The fall squad gets the crowd excited.
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Senior Lauren Kent refuses to let the
other team take possession of the ball.

Senior Catherine Hijeck takes a shot on
goal to put Northwest on the scoreboard.
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By Matt Clapis

The Northwest Catholic Girls
Volleyball team had a tremendous
start to the season, earning
themselves a proud winning
record of six wins and five losses
in the conference so far.  They
have fearlessly faced each and
every battle with the unshakeable
kind of determination,
teamwork, fearlessness and no-
messing-around attitude you
need in order to be competitive
in the harsh knee scraping
world of volleyball. This receipe
for success is due in no small
part to the team’s outstanding
leaders.  The returning coaches,
Coach Douglas, Coach
Swetcky, and the new coach,
Coach Vasquez, face this season
with a dose of instruction and
motivation for the team.  The
girls get even more drive from
the outstanding senior class,
featuring eight players, led by
captains Maura Eagan and
Caitlin Kearns. When asked
about the outlook for the
season, Kearns replied that,
“The season’s looking really
good, we have the potential to
have a great year. Eight
returning seniors gives us a
really strong line-up.”  Eagan
added that “It’s going great.
We’ve got a really close-knit
team, we’re friends on and off
the court.  Our chemistry is just
explosive.”
Through eight games, this team
has already asserted that attitude,
especially in their huge comeback
win against Northwest’s bitter
rival, East Catholic. This game
was destined to be a game
separate from the rest when the

national anthem did not play at
the beginning of the match, and
the volleyball team, along with the
enthusiastic Northwest student
section, sang it in angelic unison.
Despite their singing and the fact
that Northwest was killing and
digging their very hardest, they
dropped the first two sets to East.
This harsh start meant that if
Northwest wanted to taste sweet
victory that night, they were
going to have to win three
straight games over a team in
position to strike the final death
blow that would send Northwest,
and the dedicated fans who were
there, home with nothing but

despair and shattered dreams. As
set number three started, the riled
and rowdy crowd was louder
than ever, never giving up on their
team. Northwest looked ready to
respond, starting game three with
a renewed sense of concentration
that showed they were done
messing around, ready to buckle
down, and take care of business.

While there was never a doubt in
anyone’s mind, Northwest won a
relatively close third game and got
geared up for the fourth. After a
long brutal battle of wits, and
head knocking hits, Northwest
was down by one point in the
fourth set, with East only one
point from winning the match.
Northwest kept their composure,
however, and got three straight
points, winning the set, and
pushing the match to a final do-
or-die fifth game. The tension was
nearly unbearable as the two
teams walked out to begin.
Northwest started the set fast,
and finished strong, winning the
set and match. They completed a
comeback for the ages, truly
proving that they can lock, load,
and explode.
While the Northwest volleyball
team’s winning record has been a
team effort with contributions
from many dedicated and
passionate players, its senior
leaders have really tied everything
together on and off the court.
Maura Eagan and Caitlin Kearns
provide game leadership, Katie
Ulrich is the team’s spiritual
leader, Nina Varney dominates on
the court, Jenny Braun is the
powerhouse, and Rebecca
Masciocchi, Anna Smith, and
Andrea Jimenez are the clutch
players of the team, consistently
working their hardest to bring
the team back from behind. Every
single senior has played a part in
this team’s overall domination.
They have gathered a fanatically
loyal fan base of Northwest
Catholic students, which can be
seen and heard cheering and
supporting the team at every
home game from the first serve to
the last spike. Make no mistake,
the girls are definitely going to
take the school by storm on their
run towards their ultimate goal
of  a state championship. For this
team, expect nothing less than
States in ‘08.

By Caitlin Kearns
 
After a rough start to the season,
the girls’ Soccer team is back on
track. The team started off at 0-3
with tough losses to Berlin,
RHAM, and
Middletown. The team
then began on a
winning streak with
some key wins,
improving their record
to 3-3.
The team is coached by
Todd Sadler, and is led
by senior co-captains
Shealagh Begley and
Melissa
Horn. Shealagh Begley
is a strong forward for
the team, and Melissa
Horn is great on
defense.  The team is
also led by seniors
Tory Mansolillo, Caitlin
Erickson, and Meg
Drusedum. Tory Mansolillo is the
team’s amazing goalie. Caitlin
Erickson is a force to be reckoned
with on defense, and Meg
Drusedum excels at the positions
of forward and mid field. The
team also receives a great deal of
support from its many talented
juniors, including Mary
Beckerman, Chelsea Mencio, and
Devon Soucier on defense. Also,
Alex Iovine, a new addition to the
team, is very strong, and works
well in the forward position with

Shealagh Begley. Goalie Tory
Mansolillo is very proud of how the
team has came together and has
high hopes for the rest of the
season, “We just got off  to a
rocky start, but we’ve made a

great comeback by working
together as a team.”
In order to improve the girls’ 3-3
record, the team was able to pull
off  wins in some very key games.
Their crucial first win came
against Rocky Hill in double
overtime with a score of 2-1. The
game was tied at the end of
regulation playing time. Each
team had one goal; Shealagh
Begley had scored the first for
Northwest, and finished with the
game winning goal in double
overtime. This was the turning
point in their season as Shealagh

Begley recalls, “We had such great
team dynamics; we all knew our
roles, went out, played well
together and got it done. I am
very confident that this will
continue throughout the rest of

the season.” The Girls
Soccer team then went
on to win against
Plainville with a score of
6-0. Another victory
came against rival East
Catholic with a score of
4-1. Tory Mansolillo
played a great game in
goal with many
saves. The offense was
on top of their game as
goals were scored by
juniors Mary Frailey
and Chelsea Mencio and
senior Shealagh Begley.
The girls only need four
more wins to make it to

States and they are very confident
in their ability to do so. All
throughout the summer and
continuing in the season, the girls
have been working hard on the
necessary skills to pull off
wins. Their passing and
communication skills have been
very on target lately and this
hopefully will continue. Senior
Caitlin Erickson says, “You can
just tell that everyone on the team
knows their job and contributes
equally to the team’s wins. This is
why we’re a strong team this year
and why we have been winning.”

By Lauren Walz

“We might be a young team, but
we work really hard”, says Junior
James Italia. This year’s
Northwest Catholic boys’ Varsity
soccer team is making an
impressively strong effort to start
off the season well. In spite of the
fact that the Varsity team only
features four seniors and a higher
number of freshmen than it has
ever had in recent years, senior
captains Boris Garcia and Omari
Comrie and junior captains
Patrick Kearney and Ryan Siegel
have led their team to a
respectable record of 4 wins and 6
losses so far. They started off  this
year well with several strong wins
during their preseason games.
Unfortunately, the boys had a
slower start in the beginning of
the actual season, losing a few
hard fought and difficult games
to RHAM and East Catholic, but
more recently, the season has
picked up with wins against
Classical Magnet,
St. Paul, Berlin,
and Plainville.
Senior Captain
Boris Garcia is
very excited about
the way the
season looks and
feels that it is off
to a really great
start. Although
the team
primarily does
not feature a lot
of older
experience, the
younger players
help to bring a lot
of  talent and
ability to the
team. One great example is
freshman Alexander Mortillaro,
who has become the starting
stopper for the varsity team. A

Dedicated Girls’ Soccer Keeps Working Volleyball Digs Winning

Boys’ Soccer Succeeds With Young Talent

Senior Rich Jakiel refuses to let an opponent pass.

Captain Omari Comrie drives the ball farther up
the field for Northwest.
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Senior Katie Ulrich sends the
ball right back.

Senior Jen Braun gets ready to
ace the other team.
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Elizabeth Olszewski keeps the ball under control.

key change that the boy’s team
has undergone this year is
moving up to Class M. All of the
teams in the league are evenly

matched when it comes to talent;
no one team is much better or

worse than another. These even
match-ups make the competition
that much more fierce. Each game
presents a unique and difficult

challenge for the boys, who
continue to persevere and
succeed.
Another new addition to

Northwest Catholic
boy’s soccer program
is the new Junior
Varsity coach, Coach
Terri Phillip Junior,
who is determined to
bring the young
players up to par.
Coach Roger Clapper,
the previous Junior
Varsity coach has been
called up and is now
working as the
assistant coach for the
Varsity team. Because
this year’s team is a
younger than the
school has seen in
many years, Coach Bill
Doran, the
conditioning coach,
has been working

harder than ever with the boys
this year to make sure that each

and every player is in top
physical condition. This trying
ordeal has been in order to
make sure they can completely
outrun the competition. The
boys have been putting in a
remarkable amount of hard
work, which greatly taxes the
boys’ unshakable
determination, dedication and
passion. They are putting in
far beyond the time and effort
that is required to make them
into a formidable opponent
for other schools. Junior Alex
Picciano sums up the two
boys teams perfectly when he
states, “Even though the odds
may be against us because of
our age, we have a lot of

talent, and we are a strong team.
Over time, we will continue to
improve and develop into an even
more powerful team.”
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Athlete of the Season: Shealagh Begley

Northwest Cross Country Works Hard in Their Push Towards States

By Melissa Martucci

With seven scheduled meets down
and only six to go, the Boys’
Cross Country team is more than
halfway through their season.
This year’s boys have a lot of
work to do since last year their
team ran away with the
conference. At one
outstanding meet, the
Northwest Catholic boys
won, with senior captain
John Whiting finishing in
first place, Nico Greco
coming in second, and
Luke Pelton placing fifth.
Whiting finished the race
with a blazing time of 17:37
with Greco finishing
quickly behind him with
17:52 and Pelton with
18:27.
 So far, the team’s record is
a winning one, giving the
team a great boost of
confidence every time
another win comes their
way. Coach Fletcher
believes that his team could
finish in first or second
place in the conference.
This year, Coach Fletcher and
Coach Luddy return to bring the
team to the successful season they
know is possible.The boys also
get leadership from the strong
senior class, featuring six veteran
runners returning to the team.
Cheering during meets can be a
huge help to a runner. Any
members of the team who aren’t
racing or warming up can always
be found cheering for whoever

happens to be competing. Senior
team member Michael Ray
unfortunately injured his
collarbone, but still continues to
help out the team with all of his
constant encouragement and
support. The cross country team
also has its rivals. Senior captain
Mike Bonfatto feels that East
Catholic and RHAM are
Northwest’s biggest rivals, while
John Whiting would say that
cross country is a race against the
clock, not other runners.
Each day, the cross-country team
practices in three different ways,
including speed training, long

distance work-outs, striders, and
hill workouts. Speed training is
done in half-mile intervals and is
dreaded by many of the cross
country athletes. Long distance
running ranges from five miles to
eleven miles in one practice!
Striders are completed around

the track as a runner sprints on
the straightaway and jogs around
the curved portion of the track.
Lastly are the hill workouts.
Many teams at Northwest pick a
hill for their athletes to run up
and down, usually as a
punishment, but cross country
has to run Beacon Hill whether
they have been good or bad.
Beacon Hill is about a mile away
from Northwest, and it is three

quarters of a mile uphill.
Once the runners are done
with the hill workout, they
still must run back to
Northwest in a reasonable
amount of  time. A run up
Beacon Hill and back would
be considered an easy
practice for the runners to
rest up. Practice also
includes a short warm up,
that can range from a half
of  a mile to a mile, and a
cool down which can be one
to two miles. On average,
each runner runs at least six
or seven miles every day.
Like in any other sport, all
of  this practice pays off.
The many hours of running
pay off when in the final leg
of  a race, a runner is only a
few minutes away from the
finish line and needs that
last wind to complete the
race. John Whiting

described coming in first as
“wonderful and spectacular.”
When asked why he runs so
much, Whiting responded, “It’s a
stress reliever after school, and it
is fun to be around other kids
that like cross country.”
Cross-country is an extremely
challenging sport that is only for
the mentally and physically tough.
Running takes a huge toll on the
knees, ankles, and shins yet these
injuries can not seem to stop the
boys’ cross-country team. With
their unshakeable determination
and desire to win, they are sure to
have a terrific season.

Boys Achieve in Early Meets
By Julie Cleary &
Michael Murray

The girls’ cross country team is
off to yet another great start this
year. Most people expected this
season to be used as a rebuilding
year because of the loss of many
prominent members of the team
when last year’s senior class
graduated, but the timely
addition of six dedicated
freshman and several other new
members to the team has put the
team back on track sooner than
anyone would have expected.
Along with the presence of so
many new runners, a number of
experienced upperclassmen have
stepped up and contributed a
huge share of support for the
team. The team features four
seniors, including captains Kylie
Steadman and Bridget Kiley.
When asked about the status of
the team so far, Steadman said,

“Cross country this year is going
great! We have a young team –
lots of potential.” Kiley added

that, “This has been my favorite
year on cross country, everyone
on the team is extremely nice and
we all get along really well. It
makes practices a lot better.”
In addition to the dedication of
the team’s runners, the team
draws guidance from its
coaching staff.  Joined once
again by Coach Fletcher and
Coach Luddy, the girls are
sure to benefit from their
coaches’ knowledge and
encouragement, not to
mention the arduous work-
out schedule they provide to
get the girls in top condition
and running their best.
The girls recently won a
major victory against St.
Paul’s team at Northwest
Catholic’s only home meet,
winning with a strong score
of 36 to 25.  Finishing first
for Northwest was Kylie
Steadman in sixth place

overall, followed
by Alli Denton in
seventh, Kelly
Yorio in eighth,
Christine Smith in
ninth, and Katie
Vignati in eleventh.
“The girls did great.
Obviously, it was great
to get a win,” said
Coach Fletcher, “The
girls are coalescing,
coming together, and
the times are dropping.
They should be very
proud.”
A major change to the
whole team this year is
the distance that the
girls will run during
meets. In past years,
the team ran four
kilometer races.
However, this year, the

girls will run a full 5K in
competition, the same distance
that the boys run. The change,

Girls Run Their Way to a Successful Season
agreed upon by high schools
across the state, is intended to
make it easier for female runners
to get athletic scholarships for
cross country when they apply to
college. Previously, the girls’ times

would be incorrect, since they
would be recorded in a system
using 5K times. The transition,
however, is intended to fix this
inequity, and allow girls the same
opportunities.
 The team shows a lot of
potential and has been doing
extremely well so far, especially
considering that they have had to
struggle against the team’s
crippling loss of many of its
fastest runners. They have
adapted and are handling this
season amazingly well. The team
continues to show that they
nearly are unstoppable on the
road and can be still very
successful and continue to have a
great season, no matter what
comes their way.

By James Duncan

The Northwest Passages’s
Athlete of the Season this fall
is Shealagh Begley, a senior
captain of  the Girls’ Varsity
Soccer team. A lifelong athlete,
Shealagh has been playing
soccer since she was only three
years old. She made the
Northwest Varsity team in her
first year at the school, and
became team captain before
the fall season of  last year. A
dedicated player, she works
hard every game to help her
team succeed. She plans to
continue to play soccer in
college and intends to
competitively play Division 1
soccer for the University of
Hartford next year.

How has soccer had a positive
effect on you?
“It’s had a positive effect on
me because I’ve met a lot of
great people. It’s made me an
all-around better person.”

What leadership qualities has
playing soccer given you?

“I’ve been a captain for the last
two years and it’s helped me to
become a good role model to the
other girls on the team and a

positive influence to everyone
around me.”

What personal factors motivate
you to succeed and work hard at
soccer?

“I have a very competitive
nature and this is really what
drives me to succeed in
soccer.”

Who in your life has done the
most in order to inspire you to
succeed?
“The person that has inspired
me the most would be my dad.
He has always been there for
me and has never missed a
game. He has always pushed
me to do my best.”

What is the biggest obstacle
you have had to overcome as an
individual while playing on the
soccer team at Northwest?
“The biggest obstacle I have
had to overcome would be
learning to play forward.
Before I came to Northwest I
had always played defense,
but on the Northwest team I
needed to learn this position
and make this necessary
change for the good of the
team. I have stuck with it and
this determination has helped
me to make it to where I am
now.”

Junior Nico Greco pushes himself to
finish the race ahead of the pack.
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Captain John Whiting leads the team
with his unwavering dedication.

Senior Captain Bridget Kiley maintains her
position far ahead of the competition.

Junior Christine Smiths runs hard
in Northwest’s victory over St. Paul.
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Begley drives up the field.
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