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Northwest Supports Boston

For the second time in this school year, our region has been rocked by violence. At approximately 2:50 in
the afternoon on Monday, April 15th, two bombs exploded in quick succession at the finish line of the Boston
Marathon. Three people were killed and hundreds injured. Many individuals of our school community have
personal connections to what happened that day. In response, students wore Boston-themed clothing in
addition to the uniform to express their solidarity with the city. The same day, a group of students took the
initiative to organize a schoolwide prayer service to honor those affected by the tragedy.

Spring Musical is Huge Hit
The first weekend in April,
the Dramateurs brought to
the stage its most ambitious
production in recent memory:
Singin’ in the Rain. Under the
direction of Mrs. Sara Avery,
the Dramateurs brought
to life some of film’s most
memorable moments. Mrs.
Avery remarked, “Singin’ was
the most challenging show
we have ever attempted, and
it proved to also be one of the
most rewarding.  Regardless
of the technical aspects, which
were obviously extensive,
Singin’ is one of those iconic
shows that you have to get
right.  People remember the
movie - they remember the
moments that stood out to
them and expect to see those
moments on stage.  We did
our absolute best to give the
audience those moments
while also creating fresh,
interesting content that was
unique to our production.”
The story centers on Don
Lockwood, a silent movie star,
when Hollywood was making
the transition from silent
films to “talkies.” Lockwood,
played by Dan Lusardi ’13,
hopes to save his career
and the future of the movie
studio by returning to his
vaudeville roots and singing
and dancing in the studio’s
next big movie. It is difficult
to imagine anyone but Gene
Kelly himself better fitting the
role of Don Lockwood than
Lusardi. Lusardi, who has
appeared in major roles in
Dramateurs productions for
four years, has clearly grown
into the role of a leading man.
He invokes the romantic

crooners of an earlier age in
the songs “You Were Meant
for Me” and “You Are My
Lucky Star,” during which he
shares the stage with Kathy
Seldon, played by Olivia
Fenton ’15, the young ingénue
he falls in love with.  
Lusardi’s Lockwood is at
once charming and successful
and yet sometimes goofy
and a bit insecure. What
made Lusardi’s performance
memorable was his dancing;
he was a joy to watch. It was
a terrible loss to the audience

film performance. From the
swing on the lamppost to
the flips of the umbrella,
every movement was
evidence of Lusardi’s talent
as a dancer. His portrayal of
Don Lockwood will long be
remembered at NWC.
While Lockwood has his
share of funny lines, the real
comic heart of Singin’ in the
Rain is his best friend, Cosmo
Brown, played by Ryan
DeFranzo ’14. Not only does
he deliver many of the show’s
zingers – he says of Lina,
“She can’t act, she can’t
sing, she can’t dance. A
triple threat” – but much
of the physical comedy
in the show is the result
of his efforts. DeFranzo
brought the house down
with his version of
“Make ‘Em Laugh”; a
physically demanding
number in which
DeFranzo taps, flips,
leaps, falls and wrestles
with a mannequin. He
plays the third wheel to
Don and Kathy to great
comic effect but is always
witty, positive and full of
energy. DeFranzo is no
Dan Lusardi ‘13, Oliva Fenton ‘15,
clown, though; fitting to
and Ryan DeFranzo ‘14 wow the crowd
the role of Cosmo, who
in their rendition of “Good Mornin.’”
becomes the director of
that Lusardi was unable, for
the music department when
reasons of safety, to wear tap
the movie studio introduces
shoes during “Singin’ in the
sound, DeFranzo is a
Rain.” Those unmistakable
skilled pianist, playing live
tap sounds had to be left to
accompaniment onstage when
the audience’s imagination.
the script calls for it. If this
In spite of this, the show’s
performance is any indication,
title number brought Act
there is little DeFranzo can’t
I to a roaring end every
do.
night. Much of Lusardi’s
Don’s onscreen lovechoreography, particularly
interest, Lina Lamont,
in “Singin’ in the Rain” is
struggles to make the
taken directly from Kelly’s
continued on page 2...
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By Jenna Jordano ‘13

Mathletes Conquer

By Rachael Ogbonna ‘16

To Infinity and Beyond! The math team is a great club
organized for students who have a passion for math. The
moderators of this club are Ms. Hart and Mrs. Curran. These
students practice every Thursday from October to March for
upcoming competitions, such as monthly meets, the state meet
and New England meet. Students even take practice packets
home to study these problems.
In the competitions calculators are not allowed, so the
students put a lot of effort into remembering equations and
formulas. When the members of the math team go to the
meets, they have to do problems in different categories. The
beneficial part of it is that they know the different categories
that would be present in the matches. This math team is
a part of the Capital Area Math League (CAML). This is a
competition among the twenty-two schools in the Hartford
area. The Northwest Catholic math team competes with other
high schools within the area. Each student has to participate in
three rounds and each round consists of three questions. The
rounds get progressively difficult as each student progresses
to a new round.  The students have to figure out these three
problems within a specific time frame. At the very end of the
individual rounds, there is a team round where the students
work together to figure out the problems given.
There are two divisions that are in the math competitions.
Last year, the math placed in the Einstein division. This year
they moved up to the Euler division and are currently in about
5th place.
Some members of the math team have earned perfect scores.
To get this score, the students have to get all three points in one
or all three rounds.  Cathy Sullivan and Tracy Yang had perfect
meet scores of 18. The best underclassman was Brendan Fahey.
Cathy Sullivan is also the team MVP. Ultimately, this team is
a great way to settle down and set their minds on something
they enjoy doing. “I like the math team because it’s a time
when students are actually doing math, enjoying it, and help
one another out,” said Ms. Hart, one of the moderators of the
Northwest Catholic math team.

Musicians Compete

By Alice D’Arcangelo ‘14

On Saturday March 2nd, four jazz groups from the
Northwest Catholic Music Department traveled to the 45th
annual Berklee High School Jazz Festival. The Berklee Jazz
Festival is the largest High School Jazz Festival in the country.
The festival was held at the Hynes Convention Center in
Boston, Massachusetts. The Big Band, Jazz Ensemble, Jazz
Choir, and Jazz Combo all competed. While none of the groups
placed in the top four in their category, they nonetheless still
did an excellent job. This was the jazz ensemble’s first year
in attendance, and they rose to the challenge spectacularly,
performing very cohesively with solos throughout their
numbers. Under the direction of Mr. Luddy, Mr. Avery, and Mr.
Selig, the groups did a fantastic job, with the Judge’s Choice
awards going to Kyle Brooks, Olivia Fenton, Matt Goldman,
and Kevin Kearns. The set list for all of the groups included
a medley of jazz standards, as well as some more modern
arrangements. Featured soloists were Olivia Fenton, Kyle
Brooks, Nate Heiden, Cam Young, Sean Oleasz, Matt Goldman,
Justin Drisdelle, Meg Curran, Ryan Murphy, Sean Murphy,
Evan Fox, Ryan Del Monaco, Hyewon Shin, and Kevin Kearns.
At the end of the competition, all participants in the festival
were treated to a concert featuring band leader Phil Wilson, a
famous trombonist who used to tour with the Dorsey Brothers,
and now is an educator at the Berklee College of Music.
The Music Department then continued their travels to
the New York Heritage Festival on April 27, 2013. The Wind
Ensemble received a bronze rating, while the Big Band, the
Women’s Choir and the Concert Choir received silver ratings.
The Jazz Choir swept their division with a gold rating, first
place and the adjudicator’s award. Olivia Fenton ’15 received
a judges’ choice award, while Northwest Catholic received
the “Spirit Award” for citizenship, which is given to only one
school in the entire competition. The entire department played
to their potential and represented the community well.
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Rule, Britannia! HILL Class Visits England
hearse and motorcycle escort
for a few moments, the
privilege to have been a part
of the London community
was astounding. It is definitely a humbling experience
to remember. Overall, the

the art in the National Gallery. The Gallery included
pieces by Michelangelo
(the unfinished ones were
a disappointment!), Monet
(whom I love; when I get to
be a rich old man I’m buy-

Kathleen Sarpu

By Jackie Denver
The most in-depth topic of
interest this year in the HILL
class was the global economy.
While learning the underlying mechanics of how a
stable economy is structured
we discussed examples from
history in various countries.
In the late 1970s, Margaret
Thatcher was elected as the
first woman prime minister
of England, representing the
Conservative party. From our
studies, we learned of how
effective, but also controversial, her strategies were
during her leadership.
She recently passed away
after suffering from a stroke.
However, this gave us, as
the HILL class, the opportunity to see a major historical
event. Her funeral procession
took place the first morning
we were in London. While
waiting under the shadow
of Elizabeth II tower, the famous Big Ben, and Westminster Abbey, a large group of
natives and tourists gathered
by the street in order to see
the procession. Although
we could only see the black

The HILL class takes in the atmosphere at Stonehenge.
familiarity of British society
and being able to connect my
studies to the trip was fascinating in addition to having a
remarkable time in England.
By Tyler Stites
The HILL trip to England
was a lovely experience. Jolly
good! One of my personal
favorite parts was admiring

Around NWC’s Campus

ing one for my living room),
and DaVinci (what can I say;
pretty sweet!). Outside the
gallery is Trafalgar Square,
which featured large fountains and scultpures. The
Square was abuzz with life
and visually stunning. I was
also impressed by the diversity of people one could spot
there; Londoners are about

Kimberly Sanders
Kimberly Sanders

Wenjia Dong ‘15, Tracy Yang ‘14, and Jason Huang ‘14 make
Chinese dumplings for the International Dinner

2013-2014 Student Council Announced
We are pleased to announce the Student Council officers for the
2013-2014 school year:

President:
Luke Foran

Secretary:
Maggie Rose

Vice President:
Ana Colliton

Treasurer:
Melissa Nenniger

By Sarah Gillespie
One of the highlights of
my trip was the morning we
spent at the Roman Baths. I
was simply amazed by the
age of everything. The baths
had been completed in the
early AD’s, yet somehow I
was standing there in the
year 2013! The ingenuity,
craftsmanship and endurance of the baths astounded
me. Two things in particular
struck me. The first were the
mason’s marks on the stones
of the baths. A mason would
make his mark on any block
that he had helped lay, and
he would be paid accordingly. I cannot imagine the
builder’s thoughts as he
carved his signature into the
rock, but I would be willing
to bet he never thought his
work would last for thousands of years!

Singin’ in the Rain
...continued from page 1

Members of the Unified Theater group from NWC and Intensive
Education Academy prepare for their annual production.

50% English and 50% nonEnglish, making it incredibly
diverse. And I found the
English far more cheery than
Americans; we should start
to act as friendly to visitors as
they do!

transition to talkies. Lina,
played to comic perfection
by Danielle Lewczyk ’13, not
only has a voice that would
make Fran Drescher cringe,
but is much more sinister
than her pretty face and
her stylish clothes would
suggest. Lewczyk was cool
and calculating as the jilted
Lamont, even going so far
as to threaten to sue the
studio when she discovers
the solution to “fixing” her
voice for the talkies is to have
Kathy’s voice dubbed over
her own. Lewczyk could very
well have demanded hazard
pay for her performance;
she took a pie to the face
every night and was
unceremoniously yanked off
of a garden bench in a tragic
sound-recording accident.
Lewczyk was at her best in
Lina’s solo number in Act II,
“What’s Wrong With Me,”
in which she wonders why
Don just isn’t interested in
her. She says to herself “Tell
me, what’s wrong with me?”
and concludes, decisively,
“Nothin’!” There was
certainly “nothin’” wrong
with Lewczyk’s performance.
As the rising movie star
Kathy Seldon, Fenton was
utterly charming. While she
demonstrated her dancing
chops in “Good Mornin’”
and her comic abilities by
jumping out of a cake, it is
clear that Fenton’s great gift
is her voice. Her rendition of
the love song “Would You”
tugged at the heartstrings

and totally endeared her to
the audience. This will surely
not be the last time Fenton
graces the NWC stage.
The production featured
several show-stopping
dance numbers. The dance
ensemble, under the direction
of choreographer Ms. Kate
Morran, tapped their way
into the audience’s hearts
with such charming numbers
as “All I Do the Whole Night
Through Is Dream of You.”
The whole cast’s reprise of
“Singin’ in the Rain” that
closed the show brought the
audience to its feet every
night.
Adrian Hatch ’13 and Matt
Sottile ‘16 also delivered
memorable performances
as irascible studio head R.F.
Simpson and high-strung
director Roscoe Dexter. If
there is ever an award for not
breaking character, it should
probably go to Savannah
Gaston ’13; in her role as
Lina’s elocution teacher, she
managed to keep a straight
face through Lina’s hilarious
pronunciation.
The technical challenges
of this were numerous, not
the least of which was the
prospect of making it rain
indoors and then making it
possible for Act II to happen
on the same stage. The
technical crew who worked
tirelessly and endlessly to
make scene changes, sound
cues, and weather happen
seamlessly were the unsung
heroes of this production.
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They Have Their Eyes on the Prize
By Maggie Rose ‘14

Girls’ Tennis Dominates

Northwest has a young team
with many freshmen and
sophomores.
Gillespie comments, “Our
freshmen and sophomores
are extremely talented, and
combined with the senior
leadership, this year is bound
to bring success.” Everyone
plans to keep on putting 110%
into all of their training and
meets, in hopes of reaching
conference championships
and the state meet. The
motto for the team this
spring is to take everything
“Day By Day,” meaning that
although the team is looking
to accomplish greatness, they
are also looking individually
to improve every day. There is
no doubt that there are more
personal bests to come as the
end of the season approaches.

Art Rich Photography

The NWC Track Team is
composed of talented and
hardworking athletes. The
boys have come back stronger
than ever hoping to continue
their State Championship
status. The girls’ team has
achieved great successes on
their side as well. Leading
the teams are a group of ten
students who help push their
teammates to do their best
every meet.
Gabrielle Giangreco ‘13,
Sarah Gillespie ‘13, Jenna
Jordano ‘13, Elizabeth Lathrop
‘13, Emma Banevicius ‘13,
and Alex McKenna ‘13 set
the intensity for the girls
and Jared Delane ’13, Chris
Grenham ‘13, Anthony
Ravosa ‘13 and Joe Doyle

‘13 for the boys. In the
regular season Northwest
goes head to head in dual
meets with larger L and
LL schools. Because of the
size advantage of the other
schools, the records of
Northwest’s teams do not
reflect the achievements of
the runners, throwers, and
jumpers. Delane and Gillespie
are undefeated in all of their
individual races so far this
year and Banevicius and
McKenna have placed in the
top three for their throwing
events. One achievement in
particular to note was the
boys’ 4 x 400 relay. The team
of Delane, Doyle, Ravosa, and
Owen Eagan ‘14, qualified
for the Penn Relays. The
senior class this year is strong
and determined but overall

Chris Grenham ‘13, Jared Delane ‘13, and Galo Rodriguez ‘13 race hard until the finish line.

Girls’ Golf in the Swing
By Jenna Jordano ‘13

played and shot a 55 along
with Gillian Colman ‘14 who
shot a 56. The girls won and
broke 190 with a 189 when
New Britain shot a 259.
The JV team played against
the Hall and Conard teams
at Buena Vista. Alicia Moran
‘16 medaled with a 43, Megan
Weiss ‘16 shot a 53, Gracie
Vincens ‘16 shot a 52, Molly
Mullen ‘16 shot a 50, and
Emma Barnes ‘16 shot a 46.
Xuan Rao ‘14 also played and
shot a 50. The girls won and
shot a 191 when Hall shot a
204 and Conard shot a 202.
With all the ladies supporting
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The Girls’ Golf team has
had a successful season with
a record of 7-2 for Varsity
and 2-0 for JV halfway into
the season. Captain Sadie
Martinez ’13 leads the team
with her strong leadership
qualities and exceptional
talents. She has tied the school
record for the most medalist
honors in a season (7). She
was recently featured by the
Hartford Courant in their “In
the Spotlight” feature. Coach
Jeff Przech said of Martinez
in the Courant, “One of the
things we talk about is
how to play the game
mentally as well as
physically, and Sadie
really excels at that.
She’s never too high,
she’s never too low,
just a nice balance and
a great kid. I couldn’t
have asked for a better
captain this year.”
The girls are closer
than they have ever
been and always are
encouraging each
Lauren Bellizzi ‘14 gazes down the
other at every match.
fairway.
An example was on
st
May 1 , when the Varsity
one another on either team,
team competed at the White
there is no limit to their
Nine against New Britain at
potential.
Stanley Golf Course. Sadie
The team hopes to make
Martinez medaled with a 41,
school and team history
Lauren Bellizzi ‘14 shot a 51,
before the season is through.
Hannah Wade ‘14 shot a 48,
The team is making lasting
Zoe Lavoie ‘15 shot a 50, and
memories and has high hopes
Rachel Bercowetz ‘14 shot a
to make team and school
50. Emily Stanwick ‘13 also
history this season.
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Boys’ Golf

By Maggie Rose ‘14
The Varsity Girls’ Tennis
Team is on fire! A superstitious person might be afraid
to say it out loud for fear of
bringing bad luck, but the
girls are undefeated in the
eight matches they have
played so far this season.
They have already qualified
for the Class S State Tournament and have great prospects of success in it.
The team’s great strength
is the depth of its roster; it is
not just the juniors and the
seniors on the team who are
trouncing opponents left and
right. There is a strong core
of sophomores who already
have spectacular seasons. The
sophomores who strike fear in
the hearts of their opponents
are Anna Case ’15, Angela
Miguel ’15, and Charlotte
Carew ’15. Mary Kate Rogers ’14 is also a force to be
reckoned with, playing for
decisive victories in many of
her matches.
The winning streak began
with two shutouts; the girls
played for whopping 7-0
victories against both Tolland
and Wolcott. Their matchup

against Berlin was a battle of
former Northwest Conference foes and NWC walked
away with a 5-2 win. It was
the closest match the girls
have played all season. The
doubles teams of Diana Cao
’16 and Amy Cao ’14 as well
as Phoebe McGrath ’13 and
Emma Deneen ’14 helped
bring the team to victory that
day.
NWC was similarly dominant in meetings with Platt,
Rocky Hill, New Britain and
Farmington. The girls shut
out their opponents twice
and won 6-1 in the other
two matches. The doubles
teams again played a pivotal
role in these wins, thanks to
great performances by Grace
Deneen ’14 and Rachel Poirier
’14 along with Gabriella Giannone ’15 and Magda Lenczewski ’13.
Coach Piorkowski said
of the team, “We’ve had a
number of close individual
matches.We emphasize the
idea that tennis is a game of
will-power. We focus on never
giving in.” It seems the sky
is the limit for the team. At
press time, their record for the
season was 9-0.

Defending Champions

By Grace Deneen ‘14

By: Molly McDonald ‘14

The Boys’ Golf team has
started off their season strong,
playing their hardest against
very tough teams. With a
record of 2-4, the team has
pulled off victories over New
Britain and Southington. The
team has had the challenge of
returning to the 2013 season
after losing their top five
seniors who led Northwest to
the state championship title in
2012.
With the help of Coaches
Scott Fletcher and Richard
Luddy, the boys hope to
continue the team’s success.
Strong contributors to this
goal so far this season include
captain Tyler Stites ’13,
Demitri Yao ’14, Tad Link ’14,
Sean Oleasz ’15, and Chris
Butler ’16. Through every
match the entire team has
played hard, and it shows.
Even in the matches they
have lost, the boys put up
a strong preformance, only
losing to Farmington by one
stroke and to Simsbury by a
mere two.
The team is confident that
they will continue to improve,
and looks forward to playing
many of the teams again for a
rematch. This goal is highly
achievable as the boys are
fired up and ready to win.
The Northwest community is
rooting for them to continue
their hard work and keep
playing well in all of the rest
of their matches.

Finishing off last season with
a State Championship title,
the Girls’ Lacrosse Team is far
from backing down. With a
4-5 record, they are building
the foundation for another
successful season.
The girls’ offense is led by
Molly Deneen ’14, Lauren
Cenci ’15 and Lauren Bonk
‘16. Other key players
include Maggie Rose ’14,
Michelle Medina ’14, and
captain MaryKate Bourdon
’13 on defense, as well as
captains Cathy Higgins ’13
and Emily Kearny ’13 in the
midfield. “Without these
players, we would not
have a functioning team,”
captain Annie Higgins ‘13
explains.
Probably one of the
biggest setbacks so far
have been the injuries
Liza Oakley ‘14 and Molly Deneen
sustained by key players,
‘14 defend the ball.
including a wrist injury
for Annie and a knee injury
The girls’ attitudes match
for Rose. However, the girls
their will to win on the field:
are confident that they will
despite setbacks, they have
bounce back. According to
stayed confident and positive.
Deneen, “Even though we
Annie explains, “Our big
have had a lot of injuries,
quote is “check it”. We all are
I think it helps motivate
so close off the field, which
everyone else to support
makes great chemistry on
the injured players and
the field, and we all play the
play even harder for them”.
game just to have fun!” Liza
While they are staying strong
Oakley ’14 agrees, adding,
amidst hardship, the girls
“We are like one big family”.
cite one of their most difficult
With eight games to go, the
competitions as their third
girls are ready to “check it” to
game of the season, against
the State Championship once
Glastonbury High School.
again.

“Personally from watching, I
think that the hardest game
was against Glastonbury. We
kept them to a low score in
the first half, but we weren’t
working well as a team then,”
said Annie “but now the girls
are working together and
playing in sync!” Deneen
adds that winning against
Granby Memorial High
School, who the girls also beat
in the State Championship
game last year, was a season
highlight.

Monica Kirschmann
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Strong Start for BBall

By James Jordano ‘15
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The baseball team began
its season in full stride. The
boys started their season by
heading over to Manchester.
On opposing turf, the team
still proved victorious with an
8-3 win. The team continued
from there to win games
against Windsor Locks,

in the third inning. Simsbury
came back, scoring three runs.
Taylor Luciani ’14 scored a
single, followed by Hunter
Tralli ‘15’s RBI single to tie
the game. From there, the rest
was history. Northwest scored
another four runs, bringing
their lead to 7-3. Simsbury
scored one more run but
Northwest pushed back with
another two, ending the
game with a final score
of 9-4. Connor Dunn ’14
pitched a complete game.
This game demonstrated
the team’s great talent
and cohesiveness. The
most frustrating loss was
a nail-biter against New
Britain. The game lasted
10 innings, but ended
heartbreakingly with a
score of 3-2 in favor of the
opponent. Mac Crispino
’13 led the team with 3 hits
and an RBI. However, this
loss did not faze the team.
They continued to practice
and move forward,
becoming better and better
every day. The entire team
is like a well-oiled machine
led by the captains Crispino
and Brendan Fox ‘13. All
of the players have shown
extreme skill in their season
so far. At press time, the boys
had an impressive season
record of 10-2.

John Arel ‘14 pitches the ball.
Bristol Eastern, Rockville,
Farmington, and Granby. The
biggest win so far this season
was against Simsbury which
clinched the boys a playoff
spot. The game began with
Northwest taking a small lead

Boys’ Tennis Battles

By Maggie Rose ‘14

Kimberly Sanders

The Varsity Boys’ Tennis
team, lead by Head Coach
Mr. Tim Crowley, has faced
many tough opponents so
far this season. They were
defeated in their first outings
against Wethersfield and
rival East Catholic. The boys
battled fiercely in each of
their matches and Oliver
Hasson ’16, Adam Mendoza
’15 and Ted Vincens ’13
made particularly good
showings. The doubles team
of Nick Bragaia ’14 and Kevin
LeBlanc ’14 fought hard
against their opponents from
East but lost a heartbreaking
match. NWC hosted RHAM
at the University of St. Joseph
and the doubles team of

Adam Brick ’13 and Will
Smullen ’14 were victorious in
their match, though the team
fell to RHAM 1-6.
The boys did not give up
and their season began to
turn around in their match
at Bulkeley High School
where they faced the co-op
of Bulkeley and Hartford
Public. There, the boys had a
decisive 7-0 victory. Winning
their singles matches were
Hasson ’16, Tim O’Donnell
’16, and Kyle Brooks ’15. Brick
and Smullen were once again
victorious in their doubles
match. While the team has
suffered a few heartbreaking
losses with extremely close
scores in recent meetings,
there are still many battles left
to be won in the season.

Annie Higgins ‘13 will be playing soccer at Connecticut College
alongside her sister, Catherine Higgins ‘13; Brendan Fox ‘13 will
be playing baseball at Bates College accompanied by his classmate
Joe Doyle ‘13, who will be running track; Sarah Gillespie ‘13 will
be running track for Harvard University; Jacqueline Denver ‘13
will be attending Iona College to play basketball; Galo Rodriguez
‘13 will be running track at The College of the Holy Cross, and
Jessica Fontaine ‘13 is commited to play soccer at Quinnipiac.
Congratulations to all the senior athletes on their acheivements.
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Softball Struggles But Fights On

By Jessica Jordano ‘15

The athletes of the NWC
Softball team possess great
amounts of integrity, sportsmanship, teamwork, and
love for the game. The team
must work together and use
their talent as a community, in
order to succeed. The players
unite during every practice
and every game in order to
perform to the best of their
abilities, and ultimately, succeed.
The softball team has encountered some tough games
this season. On Monday April
22nd, the softball team lost a
tough game to Southington
at a final score of 0-25. Lucia
Barresi ’16 pitched well, while
J’Leen Diaz ’13 and Alisha
Collazo ’14 played tenaciously. The softball team then
traveled to Conard on April
24th. The team lost a hardfought game with a score 1-7.
Sabrina Carreira ’15, Makiah
Coley ’15, and Kathleen Yorio
’16 played notably at the
game.
In a thriller of a game
against the Golden Hurricanes of New Britain, Yorio
led the offense with a monstrous home run, though their

Kimberly Sanders
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A close play at the plate.
opponents were ultimately
has great potential to reach
victorious with a score of 9-11. unlimited heights this season
The team is led this year by and throughout the Softball
captains Kristen Young ’13,
team’s career at Northwest
J’Leen Diaz ’13, and Alisha
Catholic.
Collazo ’14, who continue to
The highlight of the season
lead the team through ups
so far would have to be the
and downs in the season.
battle against Farmington.
Their leadership and deterCarreira led the offense with
mination are shown throughtwo home runs: one solo and
out the season, inspiring the
one three-run homer. In this
team to reach great heights.
battle of the Indians, NWC
Sabrina Carreira’15, a strong,
left the field with a decisive
dedicated player to the soft10-5 victory.
ball team, says, “As a young
Their dedication and
team we are learning a lot
united mentality will lead
together and growing. I think
them to accomplish goals that
we will be strong continuing
an ordinary team would not
on through the season and for be able to achieve. The NWC
the years to come.” Carreira
community looks forward to
explains that the softball team the rest of 2013 season.

Ups and Downs for Boys’ Lacrosse

By Alice D’Arcangelo ‘14

the game. In a stunning show
of force, Hall scored three
goals in quick succession,
leaving NWC trailing by one
in the final minute of the
game. With only 7.6 seconds
on the clock, McDonnell fired
one past the goalie to force
the game into overtime. Not
long into overtime play, Hall
managed to sneak one past
the defense. NWC fought
fiercely to level the score but
the game ended with the
heartbreakingly close score of

The team has struggled in
recent contests; in their outing
against Cheshire, NWC took
an early lead but, in spite of
three goals from McDonnell
and one from McLaughlin,
couldn’t hold on through four
quarters. Despite the recent
challenges, the boys came out
ready to fight in their game
against Ledyard. Their hard
work was paid off with a 9-5
victory.
Throughout the season so
far, great plays have also been

The Boys’ Lacrosse
team has begun with some
high-scoring wins and
some disappointing losses.
Under the guidance of Peter
Vhalakis, in his first year as
head of the NWC program,
the team’s record at press
time was 4-6. 		
They were victorious in
their home opener against
RHAM, with a final score
of 8-7. The boys ended the
month of April
with an impressive
routing of Rockville
with a final score of
16-2. Scoring goals
in the Rockville
match were Chris
McLaughlin ‘14,
Aidan McDonnell
‘14, John Fox ‘14,
Mac Kearns ‘14,
and Cameron von
Hollander ‘16.
Keeping the offense
at bay throughout
the game were the
defensive plays by
Alex Hunter ‘13 and
Cormac McKenna
‘13, supported by a
Chris Thomas ‘13 goes in strong to fight for the ground ball.
solid performance
from Austin McCarthy ’13 in
8-9.
made by Arnoldo Ballestas
goal.
The team is led by captains ’13 and Ryan Donohue ’14,
The most exciting moments Hunter, McKenna, and Brian
as well as by defenders Chris
of the season so far came
Kelleher ’13. They have a
Thomas ’13 and Ian McCarthy
in their matchup against
strong team bond that helps
’13. With much of the season
neighboring Hall. After backthem coordinate plays during
still to play, the boys of the
and-forth action through most their games. Their daily
NWC lacrosse team have their
of the game, NWC was ahead practices include scrimmages
eyes on a return to the state
8-6 with five minutes to go in
and 1 v 1 and 2 v 2 drills.
tournament.
Art Rich Photography

Passages

