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Veterans Inspire School Community
By Annie Berning ‘14 and 
Jessica Jordano ‘15

 November 12, 2013 was 
a special day at Northwest 
Catholic. On this day, the 
members of the junior class 
were officially recognized as 
upperclassmen in the Junior 
Investiture ceremony. The 
day began with a retreat led 
by Tony Bellizzi, leader of 
a ministry called Hope for 
Children.  This organization 
sells bracelets woven by 
street children to raise 
money.  The money collected 
from sales at Northwest 
Catholic went to the Hope 
for Children Organization, 
as well as to relief efforts 
in the Philippines.  During 
the retreat, the junior class 
challenged, engaged, and 
enhanced their spiritual 
identity.  Bellizzi captured 

the students with stories 
of his experiences, humor, 
and inspirational lessons 
which will remain with 
each student throughout his 
or her high school career.  
The Junior Investiture 
ceremony promotes the use 
of each individual’s gifts 
and talents in order to help 
the community.  Bellizzi 
ultimately took this a step 
further and showed the 
juniors to have a new outlook 
on life: that obstacles can 
open doors for students 
to strengthen their talents, 
determination, passion, and 
faith.    
 In the afternoon, the rest 
of the NWC community 
joined the juniors for a 
beautiful Mass led by Father 
Emmanuel Ihemedu. During 
the homily, Deacon Santos 
directed his message to 
the juniors, encouraging 
them to set the example for 
their peers to become the 
greatest generation yet. In 
reference to the Veteran’s 
Day presentations from the 
day before, Deacon Santos 

reminded the students of 
the importance of service 
and leadership, and how the 
service and leadership skills 
that they learn at NWC will 
be important in their future 
endeavors. He explained their 
new position of influence 
within the school community 
and the world, and inspired 
them to take advantage of 
their power as upperclassmen 
to improve their communities. 
After Mass was finished, 
the juniors proceeded to the 
stage one by one to receive 
a small wooden cross that 
had been blessed by Father 
Emmanuel. Each junior 
asked a senior to sponsor and 
mentor them in their new 
role as an upperclassman. 
White carnation corsages 
pinned to the juniors’ 
uniforms indicated them as 
upperclassmen.

 The transition from 
underclassmen to 
upperclassmen 
concluded with 
a prayer service 
and dinner that 
evening.  The 
juniors accompanied 
their parents to a 
prayerful ceremony 
that reinforced the 
idea that the juniors 
have newfound 
responsibility as 
more active leaders 
in the Northwest 
Catholic community.  
The gospel reading 

emphasized not only the 
importance of using one’s 

gifts and talents, but also 
the power of a community 
working together to achieve 
a common goal.  After the 
prayer service, the families of 
the junior class ate a potluck 
dinner in the cafeteria.  The 
evening celebrated the 
juniors’ advancement in their 
high school career, as well as 
their growing responsibility 
in society.  The NWC 
community looks forward to 
supporting the juniors as they 
assume their new roles.

By Molly McDonald ‘14 

 On Monday, November 
11th, Northwest Catholic 
had the honor of hosting 
two heroes in the Rice 
Auditorium.  Dan Crowley, 
a World War II veteran 
and alumni parent, and 
Army Captain Joshua 
Sider, a graduate of the 
Northwest Catholic Class 
of 2003, joined the NWC 
community to share their 
experiences and insights.
 Mr. Crowley, who was 
present at the Battle of 
Bataan in 1942, shared 
his harrowing experience 
with the students and 
faculty.  Mr. Crowley and 
some of his comrades 
escaped to the nearby 
island of Corregidor before 
they could be forced to 
participate in the Bataan 
Death March by the 
Japanese Imperial Army.  
Mr. Crowley continued 
to fight until the island of 
Corregidor was overtaken 
by the Japanese on May 6th, 
1942, forcing him to become 
a prisoner of war.  He was 
imprisoned for 42 months, 
working in a copper mine in 
Japan until his liberation three 
months after the Japanese 

surrendered in September of 
1945.  Mr. Crowley spoke of 
the constant mental torment 
that he and his fellow 
soldiers endured during 
their captivity, saying that he 
was perpetually afraid that 
each day would be his last.  
He also voiced his support 
for the Philippines as they 
struggle with the aftermath 

of Typhoon Haiyan.  He 
expressed the necessity of 
solidarity in this time of need 
and suffering.
 Mr. Crowley was followed 

by Army Captain Joshua 
Sider ’03.  Captain Sider 
stressed the importance of 
his education at Northwest 
Catholic, and its impact 
on his choice to pursue a 
career in the military.  Upon 
graduating from Northwest 
Catholic, Captain Sider 
attended the US Military 
Academy at West Point, 

where he earned a degree 
in Civil Engineering.  He 
served as a Platoon Leader 
and then an Executive 
Officer and Assistant 
Operations Officer during 
deployments to Afghanistan, 
and earned numerous 
accolades including the 
Bronze Star Medal.  Captain 
Sider reminded the students 
and faculty of the value 
of being a member of a 
community that stresses 
important values as well 
as education.  He credits 
the values and lessons that 
he learned at Northwest 
Catholic as inspiration 
to enter the US Military 
Academy at West Point, and 

to continue his military career.  
Northwest Catholic would 
like to thank all current 
and former members of the 
US Armed Forces for their 
service.

By Kathleen Waterston ‘15

 The Northwest Catholic 
Dramateurs presented their 
first production of the year on 
Friday, October 4th, entitled 
Check Please, Take Two. This 
hilarious one act play was 
written by Jonathan Rand and 
directed by senior 
Ryan DeFranzo 
’14, with 
assistants Mary 
Buckley ’15 and 
Olivia Fenton ‘15. 
The play focused 
on recent exes 
Guy and Girl, 
who, after ending 
their relationship, 
returned to the 
world of dating.  
The single life 
throws all kinds 
of curveballs at 
the protagonists 
as blind dates 
introduce them to 
many characters.  
 Avery Hatch ’16 took 
the lead as Girl, and Matt 
Marshall ’15 assumed the 
role of Guy.  Both rendered 
excellent portrayals of exes 
seeking love again.  The 
comedy also starred Mei Li 
Cellino- Jacques ’15, Julia 
Christolini ’16, Jacquelyn 

Collas ’16, Ryan DelMonaco 
’14, Charles Faselle ’15, 
Keyena Gaspard ’15, Chyanne 
Gordon ’17, Haley Higgins 
’15, and Katharine Katrichis 
’15.  
 On various dates, the 
exes encountered characters 
including a pirate, a psychic, 

a defensive doctor, and an 
extreme accountant. Matt 
Marshall ’15 was especially 
humorous as he dealt with 
one date talking to his bare 
foot and another talking 
exclusively in text-speak.  
When they find themselves 
each on a different strange 
date at the same restaurant, 

they agree to reconcile and be 
friends once again. 
 DelMonaco ’14 added 
a huge contribution to the 
comedic charm of the play, 
changing personalities from 
a person pretending to 
know many languages, to 
an adventurous pirate with 

a parrot on his shoulder. 
“I had never done any 
plays at Northwest 
before, but it was a lot of 
fun and I look forward 
to doing more plays in 
the future,” DelMonaco 
commented.  DeFranzo 
‘14 reflected on his first 
time as a Student Director, 
saying “I think I learned 
a lot more about acting 
from directing than I ever 
have from acting itself.” 
He continued to say that 
“...it gave me leadership 
skills and a chance to 

build solid relationships with 
underclassmen”.   
 The Dramateurs are 
already in rehearsal for their 
next production, Fools by 
Neil Simon, which will be 
presented on December 6th 
and 7th at 7:30 p.m. and on 
Sunday the 8th at 2:30 p.m. 
in the Mortensen Theater.  
Admission is free for all NWC 
students.

Dramateurs Present One Act Play
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Charles Faselle ‘15, Ryan DelMonaco ‘14, and Key-
ena Gaspard ‘15 act out a scene in the One Act play.

Mr. Crowley shares his story.
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Owen Eagan ‘14 helps Haley Higgins 
‘15 with her corsage.
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Clarissa Green ‘15 with her 
senior sponsor Paige Pham ‘14. 
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Juniors Become Invested
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NWC

Letter from the President
 In each issue, this space will 
be dedicated to a reflection 
of our identity as a Catholic 
Christian community. It 
is named for St. Nicholas 
of Myra, patron saint 
of students. This issue’s 
reflection comes from Pope 
Francis. In his Encyclical 
Letter “Lumen Fidei,” 
or “Light Of Faith,” His 
Holiness defines the light of 
faith as “how the Church’s 
tradition speaks of the great 
gift brought by Jesus.” He 
continues to discuss the 
importance of the light of 
our faith and how it is our 
responsibility to keep it 
burning.

 There is an urgent need, 
then, to see once again that 
faith is a light, for once 
the flame of faith dies out, 
all other lights begin to 
dim. The light of faith is 
unique, since it is capable 
of illuminating every aspect 
of human existence. A 
light this powerful cannot 
come from ourselves but 
from a more primordial 
source: in a word, it must 
come from God. Faith is 
born of an encounter with 
the living God who calls 
us and reveals his love, a 
love which precedes us and 
upon which we can lean for 
security and for building 
our lives. Transformed by 
this love, we gain fresh 
vision, new eyes to see; we 
realize that it contains a 
great promise of fulfillment, 
and that a vision of the 
future opens up before 
us. Faith, received from 
God as a supernatural gift, 
becomes a light for our 
way, guiding our journey 
through time. On the one 
hand, it is a light coming 
from the past, the light of 
the foundational memory 
of the life of Jesus which 
revealed his perfectly 
trustworthy love, a love 
capable of triumphing over 
death. Yet since Christ has 
risen and draws us beyond 
death, faith is also a light 
coming from the future 
and opening before us vast 
horizons which guide us 
beyond our isolated selves 
towards the breadth of 
communion. We come to 
see that faith does not dwell 
in shadow and gloom; it is 
a light for our darkness. It 
is this light of faith that I 
would now like to consider, 
so that it can grow and 
enlighten the present, 
becoming a star to brighten 
the horizon of our journey 
at a time when mankind is 
particularly in need of light.
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Nicholas’ Notes

 As the cool fall days 
transform to the colder winter 
months, our school also 
continues to ride the wave 
of change.  Fall sports lead 
to winter sports, polo’s and 
sport shirts are now covered 
by blazers and sweaters, 
and we all prepare for the 
wonderful holiday months in 
front of us.
 Change is constant, and 
Northwest Catholic is no 
different.  We go on with 
our traditions, and on 
November 12th we witnessed 
the wonderful tradition of 
Junior Investiture.  Over 140 
students were celebrated at 
a community Mass defining 
their new roles as leaders 
of our school.  They each 
received a cross, and we 
celebrated a wonderful dinner 
that evening with parents and 
siblings.  As we continue to 
celebrate the success of our 
seniors, we welcome a new 

group of school leaders as 
our Junior Class assumes that                                    
role.
 Another change we all   
look forward to is a new 
Archbishop will lead the 
Archdiocese of Hartford.  
Bishop Leonard Blair of 
Toledo, OH will assume his 
duties at an Installation Mass 
at the Cathedral of St. Joseph 
on December 16th at 2:00 pm.  
Archbishop Designate Blair 
is a true friend of Catholic 
Education and I personally 
look forward to working with 
him on making NWC even 
better than it is today.
 I would be remiss if I did 
not thank Archbishop Henry 
Mansell for his leadership of 
the Archdiocese for the past 
ten years.  For those that have 
met Archbishop Mansell, you 
will not find a more caring 
decent man.  His leadership 
has helped allow the 
transformation of our school 

over the past several 
years.
 We are also 
looking at the 
continuous changes 
of our school.  We 
have new exterior 
windows installed, 
we would like 
to continue the 
renovation of the 
Rice Auditorium, 
we have hired an 
architect to look at 
the possibility of 
installing synthetic 
turf fields, and Mr. 
Canny continues his 
wonderful work of 
overseeing our physical plant 
and identifying other needs 
we have in the future.
 “Progress is impossible 
without change, and those 
who cannot change their 
minds cannot change 
anything” –George Bernard 
Shaw
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Mr. Eustis

By Molly McDonald ‘14

     Can you name the seven 
themes of Catholic Social 
Teaching?
     Not many young people 
could accurately answer 
that question.   In fact, 
Mrs. Kristina Gillespie 
would contend that adults 
often overlook these seven 
important tenets of the 
Catholic faith as well.  The 
principles of Catholic Social 
Teaching are: the dignity 
of all life, a call to family, 
community and participation, 
rights and responsibilities, the 
option for the poor, rights of 
workers, solidarity, and caring 
for God’s creations, and they 
are all very applicable to our 
lives today.  
     Northwest Catholic is 
attempting to enliven Catholic 
Social Teaching in the lives 
of its students, particularly 
through a project that donates 
chickens to families in Africa.  
This project went hand in 
hand with the magazine 
drive: for every order 
turned in, chickens would 
be donated to those in need.  
The chickens would first 
provide an important source 
of food to the impoverished, 

and then the sale of leftover 
eggs would offer a means  
of income. “The chicken 
project was about solidarity.  
It was an opportunity to 
raise awareness of people in 
another part of the world and 
the struggles they face,” Mrs. 
Gillespie said.  She continued 
to point out that feeding the 
hungry, which is a Corporal 
Work of Mercy, is implied in 
the tenets of Catholic Social 
Teaching as well.  
      Through the chicken 
project, NWC showed a sense 
of global solidarity.  However, 
reaching out to destitute 
peoples abroad is not the 
only way to apply the themes 
of Catholic Social Teaching 
to our lives.  Mrs. Gillespie 
noted that the most important 
step to applying the themes 
to one’s life is knowing them. 
She explained that we must 
be in constant reflection and 
review of everything that 
we watch, read, and listen 
to everyday.  “You shouldn’t 
listen, watch, or expose 
yourself to things that do not 
comply with those values,” 
she said.  “You should ask 
yourself: is this consistent 
with that set of values?  Is it 
showing dignity for all human 

beings?”  It is especially 
important to ask these 
questions when exposed to 
news and modern-day media.  
Mrs. Gillespie challenges 
today’s youth to question 
what they see on television 
and the news by “evaluating 
it closely—is it consistent with 
what the Church teaches?  If 
not, ask yourself: what can 
I do?”  It is imperative that 
everyone work to foster 
healthy relationships with 
the people around them.  On 
a bigger scale, she advises 
everyone to campaign against 
things that do not value a 
proper respect for life.  
     The themes of Catholic 
Social Teaching are 
represented in nearly every 
issue our world faces today.  
The issues of world hunger, 
world peace, and the lack 
of respect for the dignity of 
life are large, overarching 
problems, but there are many 
everyday issues that young 
people encounter where 
these principles are just as 
applicable.  Mrs. Gillespie 
concludes, “The most 
important question to ask 
is this: are you seeing every 
person you meet with the eyes 
of Christ?”

The Northwest Passages staff would like to thank last year’s moderator, Mrs. Monica 
Kirschmann, for all of her hard work and dedication. It was sad to see her go after just one 
year, but we will cherish all that she taught us. We wish her good luck in all of her future 
endeavors. We would also like to welcome our new moderator, Miss Kate Morran, to our staff. 
She will be a great asset to the paper and we are very excited to have her on board!
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HILL Class Grows Closer on Summer Outdoor Adventure
By Annie Berning ‘14

 As the members of this 
year’s HILL class sat around 
the campfire on the third 
night of their camping trip, 
they reflected on what they 
had accomplished and how 
the group had developed 

over the last few days. They 
had conquered hard ropes 
courses, canoed, hiked, and 
combated the daddy-long-leg 
spiders that filled their camp-
site, growing closer as a class 
each day.
 On August 5th, fourteen 
members of this year’s HILL 
class met Mr. Tressler and 
Mr. Williamson at Northwest 
Catholic and loaded four 

day’s worth of food, supplies, 
and personal belongings 
into a bus. Upon arriving in 
Lakeville, CT, they set up 
camp and went through in-
troductory day activities with 
the help of Tim and Eric Vogel 
of Tekoa Mountain Outdoors, 
who worked with the group 

throughout 
the week. One 
of the first 
activities was 
a blindfolded 
hike up to 
the campsite. 
Students were 
paired up and 
had to trust 
their partner 
to guide them 
safely through 
the rough 

terrain. This exercise epito-
mized the theme of the week: 
teamwork. From cooking 
dinner to rock climbing, the 
group worked together and 
supported one another. 
 The second day of the trip 
was spent on the campsite 
working through a series 
of low ropes courses. Each 
course tested the group’s 
communication and dexter-

ity. One course, entitled the 
Mohawk Walk, was made up 
of a series of low tightropes 
between trees. The task was 
for the entire class to cross 
from one end to the other. If 
anyone fell off, they needed to 
restart. The activities culmi-
nated in the traditional Trust 
Fall, where each member of 
the group fell backwards from 
an elevated stand to be caught 
by the group. These activities 
helped build trust and friend-
ship between the students.
 On Wednesday, the group 
traveled to Salisbury, CT to 
canoe on the Twin Lakes. 
From their location on the wa-
ter, the group could see Bear 
Mountain. After canoeing, 
they hiked Bear Mountain. 
This mountain, which houses 
part of the Appalachian Trail 
and is also the highest peak in 
Connecticut, hosts breathtak-
ing views of the surrounding 
mountains and lakes.
 The final day of the trip, 
the students went rock climb-
ing at Saint John’s Ledges 
in Kent, CT. This was a very 
challenging activity as no 
one had any prior experience 
rock climbing; however, the 

students were quick learners. 
Everyone took turns climbing 
the three courses that were 
set up. The classmates who 
were not climbing cheered 
their friends on and guided 
them through the climb. After 
finishing this activity and 
packing up the campsite, the 

group returned home.
  “This year’s HILL class 
worked together remarkably 
well to accomplish the vari-
ous tasks presented to them,” 
Mr. Tressler said. “They 
responded to each challenge 
with a mixture of determina-
tion, patience, and encourage-
ment, leading to the devel-
opment of close bonds of 

friendship, based on attitudes 
of mutual trust and responsi-
bility.” Since their return, the 
HILL students have noticed 
a strong bond amongst 
themselves, which leads to 
cooperation in the classroom.  
The class is thankful to have 
had the camping trip to bring 

them together, and they are 
excited to see what the rest of 
the year holds. Tia Conover 
’14 commented, “It’s amaz-
ing how just four days in the 
woods could bring together 
such a diverse group of indi-
viduals. I think the bond we 
formed there has helped all of 
us interact more closely back 
in the classroom.” 

By Caroline Gill ‘16

 On Sunday September 29, 
2013, the Northwest Catholic 
ACTS (A Chance to Serve) 
and HILL (Honors Institute 
for Leadership in Life) classes, 
along with numerous Church 
youth groups from across the 
state, attended the 8th annual 
Catholic Youth Spectacular. 
Held at St. Thomas Semi-
nary, Father Joseph Espaillat, 
Director of Youth Ministry 
for the Diocese of Brooklyn, 
NY, was the keynote speaker. 
He talked to the teens about 
this year’s theme: “Blessed, 
Broken, and Shared.” He 
explained that everyone is 
truly blessed by God. Brigid 
Gauthier ’16 said, “I liked 
the fact that the speaker was 
lively and energetic. He had 
a unique sense of humor that 
caught everyone’s attention.” 
 Attendees participated in 
a wide variety of workshops 
throughout the day. They 
were held either outside on 
the grounds or inside the 
seminary. The main themes 
of the workshops were Life 
and Dignity of the Human 
Person, Call to Community 
and Participation, Rights and 
Responsibilities, and Care 
for Creation.  In addition, the 
teens had the opportunity to 
visit the many booths set up 
by sponsors such as Food-
share, Pro-Life Ministry, the 
Vocation’s Library, and the 
YMCA, among others. The 
American Red Cross was also 

present, providing attendees 
the opportunity to sign up to 
donate blood. 
 Students were particularly 
excited about participating 
in a special project called 
“Helping Hands,” which 
was made possible through 
Catholic Relief Services and 
the Office of Catholic Social 
Justice Ministry. Along with 
the other volunteers, they 
packed meals of dry food that 
were sent to Burkina Faso, 
Africa. These nutritious meals 
are especially important to 
the people of Burkina Faso 
suffering from food short-
ages and famine. Archbishop 
Mansell made sure to stop by 
and help, packing food with 
students Madison Mortillaro 
‘14, Chris McLaughlin ‘14, 
and Annie Berning ‘14. In just 
two short hours volunteers 
were able to package and 
send 11,232 meals.
 After the workshops and 
other activities came to a 
close, Archbishop Mansell cel-
ebrated Mass accompanied by 
multiple priests from around 
the state and attendees from 
56 schools and parishes across 
Connecticut. All who attend-
ed sang along to upbeat songs 
during Mass and participated 
enthusiastically. Plans for the 
2014 Catholic Youth Spectacu-
lar are already under way. 
It should prove to be a great 
experience once again, with 
the theme, “Affirming Life: 
Blessed.Broken.Shared.”

HILL students work together to cross the Mohawk 
Walk.
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The group was all smiles at the top of Bear Mountain!
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By Kirsten Greene ‘16

 The school year started off 
with a fresh face for North-
west with the installation of 
brand new windows accom-
panying the modern look 

of the Rev. Bradford Colton 
Memorial Atrium.  
 This $700,000 renovation 
was part of Northwest’s 50th 
anniversary reconfiguration 
of the front of the school.  Mr. 
David Eustis and Mr. Bren-

dan Canny were 
the directors of the 
project, and it took 
place under the 
careful advisement 
of Mrs. Margaret 
Williamson. Ad-
ditional windows 
may be installed 
surrounding the 
courtyard in the 

summer of 2014. 
 The new double-paned and 
tinted windows have given 
a contemporary look to our 
school and are more energy 
efficient than the original 
single pane windows. The 
improved insulation will help 
to reduce the cost of winter 
heating and keep the building 
cooler in the warmer months. 
Mrs. Williamson noted that 
the windows have added 
“curb appeal”, and will attract 
new students into the North-
west community. NWC looks 
forward to even more changes 
in the near future.

CYS Inspires Youth

By Kelly Geelan  ‘14

 Shortly after final exams 
ended last spring, the fifteen 
newest members of the ACTS 
(A Chance To Serve) class 
embarked on their annual 
summer camping trip. The 
class traveled to Lakeville, 
Connecticut on Friday June 
21st, then spent three days and 
two nights on a campground 
that doubles as an Equine 
therapy farm. The group 
went through an array of 
team building activities and 
leadership exercises. The class 
began the trip barely knowing 
one another and was unsure 
of what to expect.  Through-
out the trip, they were re-
peatedly pushed out of their 
comfort zones and got to 
know each other better than 
they thought was possible. 

 The first day consisted of 
teambuilding activities such 
as the “whale watch” and 
trust falls. These activities 
were designed to help the 
class learn to work together 
and communicate. The second 
day, the team moved onto the 
low ropes course where they 
encountered the tightrope 
walk. This activity presented 
some difficulty. “It really 
tested our patience, we must 
have tried for over an hour, 
but we all stayed really sup-
portive of each other even 
when we had to start over 
because we really wanted to 
be a team,” commented ACTS 
student Rachel Poirier ‘14. On 
the third day, the class gradu-
ated to the high ropes course. 
Many of the members were 
able to overcome their life-
long fear of heights thanks 

to the support they received 
from their friends. 
 “It was a pleasant sur-
prise that I bonded so well 
with people I never thought 
I would have,” said Zara 
Lenihan ‘14. This connection 
was felt by all of the mem-
bers of the ACTS class. Kelly 
Shannon ‘14 added, “I loved 
everyone who was on the trip, 
and it was easy for me to trust 
everyone. I immediately felt 
comfortable with all of them.” 
After the ropes course, a 
quick trip to a lake, and no 
running water or electricity 
for three days, the group was 
ready to head back home. The 
students returned from their 
camping trip feeling like they 
were family. The entire class 
then looked forward to the 
ACTS immersion coming up 
in November.   

New Windows Improve Appearance 

ACTS Embarks on a Camping Trip

K
im

b
er

ly
 S

p
er

a



features November 2013Page 4

Passages              

Northwest Catholic 
celebrated their Se-
nior Costume Ball on 
the evening of Octo-
ber 30th. Groups of 
students coordinated 
their costumes to get 
into the Halloween 
Spirit!

1. Allie Kaehrle, Zara 
Lenihan, MaryKate 
Gilhooly, Rachel Ber-
cowetz, and Caroline 
Galeota

2. Isabelle Jacques 
and Jessica Gordon.

3. Katherine Garger 
and Taylor Mangini

4. Kelly Shannon, 
Stephanie West, and 
Amy Cao

5. Annie Berning, 
Molly McDonald, and 
Liza Oakley

6. Luisa Anquillare, 
Alessandra Armetta, 
Shannon Webber, and 
Angela Kennedy

7. Demitri Yao and 
John Fox A
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Seniors Dance the Night Away in Clever Disguises
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And the Awards of the Night Go To...
1.Best Cartoon
Ryan Allberry, Corey 
Jasper, Chris Armetta, 
Victeria Vu and Gabri
Beaulieu
2. Best Literary In-
spired
Rani Vance, Kelsey 
Baker, Kevin LeBlanc, 
Maddie Johnson 

3. Best Female Group
Hannah Wade, 
Amanda Whitehouse, 
Tia Conover, Victoria 
Walz

4. Classic Costume 
Award
Katie Marti, Sarah 
Pranaitis, and Kristen 
Marti

5. Best Video Game 
Inspired
Brian Kozak, Ryan 
DelMonaco, and 
Shawn Carlson

6. Funniest Costume
Sean Foster, Ryan 
Donohue, Mac Ke-
arns and Aidan Mc-
Donnell

7. Best Children’s 
Show
Patrick Midney, Ben 
Elmore, Will Smullen, 
and Tim Baranski

8. Best CT Towns-
people
Ryan DeFranzo and 
Brian Bournique

9. Classic Movie In-
spired
Bridget Pepin, Emma 
Deneen, Madison 
Mortillaro, Grace 
Deneen and Molly 
Deneen

10. Best Monster
Anthony Laureno
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SEPTEMBER

NWC Student Excels on 
PSAT/NMSQT
Senior Thienly Nguyen was 
named a National Merit 
Semifinalist.  She scored 
among the top 1% of the 1.5 
million juniors who took the 
PSAT/NMSQT in 2012.

Commended Scholars
Seniors Alice D’Arcangelo, 
Julia Fountain, Christopher 
McLaughlin and Haley 
Morgan were named 
National Merit Commended 
Scholars.

NWC Magazine Receives 
Award
NWC Literary Magazine 
“The Writer” won an 
Honorable Mention for its 
design from the Columbia 
Scholastic Press Association.

New Staff
Megan Ciccarello (Library), 
Kate Morran (Academic 
Support), Celina Marquis 
(Fine Arts), Fabienne Dubois 
(French), Julia Murphy 
(English), and Sydney King 
(Physics) joined the staff at 
Northwest Catholic.
NWC Student Selected for 
National Concert Band

Junior Justin Drisdelle was 
chosen to be a part of the 
2013 National Association for 
Music Education (NAfME) 
All-National Honor Concert 
Band.

OCTOBER

One Act Play
The Northwest Catholic 
Dramateurs’ presented the 
One Act play “Check Please: 
Take Two” on October 4th.

NWC Hosts Guest Speaker
NWC hosted speaker Mary 
Lou Peters on October 22nd.  

Ms. Peters reminded the 
NWC Community of the 
importance of demonstrating 
a reverence for a greater 
respect of all life.  

NWC Students Recognized 
by National Achievement 
Scholarship Program
Seniors Anthony Laureno 
and Simone Smith were 
recognized as Outstanding 
Participants in the National 
Achievement Scholarship 
Program based on their 
exceptional performance 
on the October 2012 PSAT/
NMSQT.

NOVEMBER

NWC Supports Veterans
NWC hosted guest speakers 
Dan Crowley, a World War II 
Veteran, and Army Captain 
Joshua Sider ‘03 on Veterans 
Day. 

Saturday Night Live
Northwest Catholic’s 
Saturday Night Live 
celebrates 30 years of 
entertainment on November 
23rd, 2013.

NEWS AT A GLANCE

By Caitlin Nicholas ‘15

 This year the Northwest 
Catholic students and staff 
welcomed six new members 
to the school community.  
Four teachers joined the 
academic staff: Mrs. Fabienne 
Dubois, Mrs. Julia Murphy, 
Ms. Sydney King and Ms. 
Celina Marquis.  Mrs. 
Fabienne Dubois joined the 

World Language Department 
as a part time French teacher. 
Before teaching at Northwest, 
she lived in France and 
received a Masters degree in 
Management from the Ecole 
Supérieure de Commerce in 
Paris. Mrs. Dubois also earned 
a M.B.A. from Midwestern 
State University and a M. 
A. T. in French from the 
University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst.  She previously 
taught French at Wilbraham 
Monson Academy and The 
University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst. Madame Dubois 
said, “My first weeks at 
NWC have been hectic and 
rewarding at the same time. 
During this short time I have 
met so many welcoming 
and friendly members of the 
NWC family among teachers, 
staff members, parents and 
students. I feel blessed to be 
teaching French at NWC. I 
have enjoyed getting to know 
my students.”  
 The English Department 
welcomes Mrs. Julia 
Murphy, who is a new full 
time English teacher.  Mrs. 
Murphy earned a B.A. in 
English and Secondary 
Education from Boston 
College. She also has a 
J.D. from the University 
of Connecticut School of 
Law and is a member of 
the Connecticut Bar. Before 
coming to Northwest, Mrs. 
Murphy taught English at 
Boston College High School 
and worked at the Center 
of Children’s Advocacy, Inc. 
and the Family Clerk’s Office 
of the State of Connecticut 
Superior Court. She is 

teaching a wide range of 
English classes, including AP 
English.  
 Ms. Sydney King is a part 
time teacher in the Science 
Department. She earned 
a B.A. in Physics from 
Manhattan College and has 
worked at Montefiore Medical 
Center in Yonkers, NY. Ms. 
King will also be working 
on technology projects at 

Northwest. 
 Finally, Ms. Celina Marquis, 
a 2008 graduate of Northwest 
Catholic and 2012 graduate 
of Central Connecticut 
State University, joins the 
department of Fine Arts.  Ms. 
Marquis has had experience 
in philanthropic work at 
CCSU, and more recently 
became an intern at the New 
Britain Museum of Art in 

New Britain, Connecticut.  
Ms. Marquis reflects on her 
start at Northwest, sharing 
“My first weeks at NWC have 
been amazing. It really feels 
like I have come home again. 
I’m enjoying learning from 
my colleagues and from my 
students. I’m so glad to be 
back within the Northwest 
community.”  
 In addition to new teachers, 
two additional staff members 
joined the Northwest 
Catholic community.  Mrs. 
Megan Ciccarello is the 
newest addition to the 
NWC Library, joining Mrs. 
Phillips as a library assistant 
from 12 PM to 4 PM.  Ms. 
Ciccarello moved from Boston 
to Connecticut last year, 
transitioning from a children’s 
librarian at the Boston Public 
Library, to a library assistant 
at Hall High School, until 
finally joining our NWC 
family.  
 Miss Kate Morran also 
joins the NWC staff as the 
moderator of Passages, 
the Northwest Catholic 
Newspaper, and the 
Academic Support Advisor.  
She earned a degree in Public 
Relations from Marist College 
before working in Corporate 

Financial Services for many 
years.  She eventually left 
her corporate job to pursue 
a career working with 
young people full time.  
Miss Morran has taught at 
the Hartt School, Simsbury 
High School, and Watkinson 
School.  Over the summer, she 
teaches at the Hartt School 
and choreographs for the 
West Hartford Summer Arts 

Festival.  Miss Morran has 
also been the choreographer 
for NWC theater productions 
since 2004.  “Of all the schools 
I have worked at, Northwest 
by far has the kindest student 
population year after year,” 
she expressed.  “It’s really 
great to be here full time.”  
Northwest Catholic is happy 
to welcome all of these new 
faces to the community! 

Northwest Warmly Welcomes New Staff to the Community

Class of ‘17 Proudly Accepted into the Student Body 
By Molly McDonald ‘14

 On Wednesday, August 
28th, Northwest Catholic 
welcomed the Class of 
2017 through the Atrium 
doors.  Currently the 
biggest class in the school, 

the freshmen numbered 
167 on the first day of 
orientation.  The newest 

additions to the NWC 
community were greeted by a 
dedicated team of Freshman 
Contacts on Wednesday 
morning.  Mrs. Mary Jo Foran 
helped to gather a team of 
approximately 100 seniors to 
welcome the Freshmen and 

help them to feel at 
home in their new 
surroundings.  The 
seniors helped the 
freshmen begin their 
day in homeroom, 
where they met their 
homeroom teachers, 
learned how to 
open their lockers, 
and navigated the 
Northwest hallways 

for the first time.  After a 
test-run of their schedules, 
the freshmen trekked to the 

Mortensen Theater to be 
welcomed by Mr. Cusson, 
Mr. Canny, and various other 
staff members.  The day was 
rounded off with ice cream in 
the Café.
 On Thursday, the freshmen 
participated in a fun-filled 
day of team building games 
organized by Mrs. Kristina 
Gillespie.  Members of the 
Freshman Contact Executive 
Board helped to orchestrate 
icebreaker activities and 
fun games to get the new 
students mingling and on 
their feet.  The games ranged 
from traditional teambuilding 
activities such as relay races to 
creative competitions utilizing 
ropes and pool noodles.  
 On the following Friday, the 
seniors hosted the Freshman 

Dance as a way to further 
integrate the new students 
into the community.  “I 

think the Freshman Dance 
was a good way to unite 
the freshman class in a 
fun atmosphere,” Jackie 
Klingman ’14, a member 
of the Executive Board and 

organizer of the dance shared.  
All of the activities helped 
the freshmen to become more 

enmeshed in 
the Northwest 
community.  
“The games in 
the gym were 
fun, and a good 
way to get to 
know people,” 
Freshman 
Emily Driscoll 
said.  “It was 
helpful to have 
people walk 
around with 

us during orientation,” she 
continued.  Months later, the 
freshman class still reminisces 
on the bonds established 
in the first few days of 
orientation.  
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Freshman girls make new friends on the 
first day.
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By Abigail Herron ‘16

 The boys’ soccer team 
has had a tough but strong 
season with a regular season 
record of 5-11. The captains, 
Tim Dodds ’14, Brian Kozak 
’14, Copper Kerr ’14 and RJ 
Place ’15, have led the team to 
many victories and prepared 
the players for challenging 
games. 
 The Indians 
hosted Newington 
in a difficult, hard-
fought game. After 
the first half, the 
score remained 
0-0. Matt Sottile ’16 
held off Newington 
exceptionally in goal 
despite the rival’s 
perseverance. The 
boys returned to the 
field in the second 
half determined to 
score and bring the 
intensity against 
their opponent. 
Within a few 
minutes, Newington 
scored, but 
Northwest remained 
confident. Only ten 
minutes later, Dodds scored 
an amazing goal to tie the 
game. The Indians continued 
to play well and keep 
focused. Less than 15 minutes 
later, Place put the Indians in 
the lead with another goal. 
This goal would be the last of 
the game and secure a victory 
for Northwest. Also playing 
well for the Indians were 
Kozak and Marino Boccuzzi 
’15. Place remarks, “We beat 

Newington who was a solid 
team. Marino and Brian have 
really stepped up”. 
 Another big game for 
the Indians was against 
neighborhood rival Hall. 
After the first half, the Hall 
Warriors lead with a score of 
0-2. Three minutes into the 
second half, Kozak scored, 
but the Indians were still 
down by one. Hall came 

back and scored yet another 
goal, but Northwest came 
back even stronger. Place 
scored a quick goal with ten 
minutes left in the game. 
The Indians received a free 
kick, and Kozak sent the ball 
to Dodds who headed the 
ball in with only seconds 
left to tie the score 3-3. As 
the game continued into 
overtime, Kerr and Boccuzzi 
played exceptionally well 

on defense and held the 
Warriors off. Place was given 
the opportunity to score and 
successfully did, leading the 
Indians to victory. 
 The team has faced some 
hardships this year that 
have affected their games. 
“Injuries were a big challenge 
this year. We were forced 
to alter our lineup almost 
every game because at least 
one key player was injured,” 
remarks goalie Sottile. Even 
through these difficulties, the 
Indians persisted and secured 
victories against top teams 
including Simsbury and 
Bulkeley. 
 Stepping up on offense 
this season has been Logan 
Wolf ’15, who has scored 
against tough teams against 
Conard and East Catholic. 
The junior varsity team has 
struggled through a tough 
season, but promises to finish 
the season strong. Playing 
well for the Indians were 
Costas Bouzakis’16 in goal 
with outstanding saves, as 
well as Adam Sorrentino’16 
anchoring the defense, with 
Matt Marshall ’15 and Johnny 
Iacobucci ’16 leading the 
offense. 
 Coach Terry Phillip has 
prepared the Varsity boys for 
their hard battles.  The team 
is hoping that leadership 
and determination will 
lead to victories. Despite 
not qualifying for the state 
tournament, the boys have 
shown growth this season 
and look forward to next year.
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Nick Boccuzzi ‘15 receives the ball out of 
the air.

By Molly Mullen ‘16

 The varsity volleyball 
team, led by head coach 
Jeanne DiGiacomo, finished 
a very strong season this 
year. The team finished the 
regular season with a record 
of 12-9-0. Hard work was 
a cornerstone of the team’s 
season. Senior captain Grace 
Deneen ’14 says, “The whole 
team has been working 
hard all season and so far 

everyone has improved 
tremendously. We aim to keep 
up the hard work and go far 
in the tournament.” The girls 
had many major games in 
the beginning of the season, 
preparing them well for the 
tough state games to come. 
Some of these were against 
Newington, Farmington, 
Conard, and Tolland. 
The first time the Indians 
set off against Conard they 
went to five games, with the 
outcome being in Northwest’s 

favor.  The second time they 
improved, quickly shutting 
down Conard in three games. 
In their second game, Rose 
O’Brien ’14 had countless 
sets and serves that greatly 
helped the team, and captain 
Rachel Poirier ’14 contributed 
numerous hits that led the 
team to victory. Deneen 
says “We hope to use our 
experience from the tough 
competition in our conference 
to our advantage as our 
season continues.” Other 
tough competitions are their 
games against Simsbury and 
Southington, as they are not 
only their rivals, but also their 
toughest competitors. O’Brien 
says “As long as we play 
with grit, our possibilities are 
limitless.”
 Some outstanding players 
this season have been Gabri 
Beaulieu ’14 who has had 
amazing kills this season. 
Deneen has had incredible 
kills, aces, and digs all 
season and proved to be a 
versatile player. Also playing 
extremely well this season 
have been Jillian Marena ’15 
and Meredith Davenport ’15. 
On October 16th, 2013 the 
Indians gathered their 8th win 
against Hall and qualified for 
the states. In the first round of 
the tournament, the girls won 
in an upset against number 
ten seed Seymour. Their 
next game was in the second 
round against the 7th seed 
East Hampton on November 
6th. The girls lost a tough 
game 0-3, and ended their 
states run. 

Rose O’Brien ‘14 serves the 
ball.

A
rt

 R
ic

h
 P

h
ot

or
ap

h
y

Boys’ Soccer Challenges Opponents Volleyball Gets the Ace

Athlete of the Season: Madison Mortillaro
By Maggie Rose ‘14

 Madison Mortillaro ‘14 
has been an essential part of 
the Northwest Girls’  Varsity 
Field Hockey program since 
her freshman year. She starts 
as the team’s forward where 
she plays a crucial role in as-
sisting and scoring goals. As 
a captain, Madison helped 
in leading her teammates 
to make school history this 
year. This was the first time 
that the team made it to the 
semi-finals of the State Tour-
nament.  Madison credits 
this to her teammates, but 
she is proud that she was 

able to help the program 
grow and attain the success 
that it did this year. 
According to Madison, 
“playing field hockey these 
past four years has taught 
me that giving up is never 
an option.” With her deter-
mination and hard work, 
she was able to turn the field 
hockey program into some-
thing really memorable. This 
is an important lesson that 
she will be able to apply to 
any situation that she may 
face in the future.
 Madison started play-
ing field hockey when she 
was in fifth grade, and in 

just eight short 
years she earned 
many impressive 
awards, including 
All-Conference 
honors since her 
sophomore year, 
and her first All-
State title this year. 
Northwest Passag-
es congratulates 
Madison on her 
four years playing 
at Northwest. Madison Mortillaro ‘14 confronts an op-

ponent.
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By Caroline Banevicius ‘16

 The Northwest Field 
Hockey Team has had a great 
season with a record of 13-
2-1.  One athlete who had a 
particularly good season was 
the Indians’ goalie Christina 
Wilson ‘15. So far this season, 
she has had four shutouts and 
does not plan on stopping 
there.  “She also took a girl 
one on one in overtime 
against Northwestern. She 
did not let that ball in. It was 
nerve wracking to watch, 
but awesome at the same 
time seeing her battle it 
out,” stated captain Emma 
Christolini ‘14. 
 Although the team had 
many accomplishments this 
year, there were also a few 
disappointing results, such as, 
the tie against Northwestern.  
“I think we were a stronger 
team than they were, but we 
just couldn’t get the ball in the 
goal,” said Christolini. 
 However, this was not a 
setback for the Indians when 
they faced Glastonbury. This 
major game served as a high 
point of the season and was 

an impressive victory over 
previously undefeated team.  
The 2-0 victory came as a 
surprise.  “Just three years 
ago we lost to Glastonbury 
10-0, so to beat them was 
very impressive,” stated 
captain Madison Mortillaro 
‘14. “It was the first time we 
have beaten them, at least 
as long as I have been at 
Northwest, maybe longer,” 

says Christolini.  Although 
Glastonbury dominated the 
first half, the Indians came 
out of half time stronger.  
Northwest put an early goal 
into the net and never looked 
back, beating Glastonbury 2-0.  

“The best play was for our 
first goal,” says Christolini.  
Northwest had a corner hit 
and captain Jess Jordano ‘15 
shot the ball in from the top 
of the circle.  The ball found 
the back of the net.  This goal 
gave the team the momentum 
needed for another goal 
tapped in by Mortillaro 
from the post. Also playing 
well this season were Hope 

Vaughn ’15 and Caitlin 
Nicholas ’15 in the offense 
along with Tia Conover ’14 
and Amanda Whitehouse 
’14 holding down the 
defense. 
 On October 28th, the 
girls won the CCC West 
Conference title against 
Newington 1-0. The girls 
were ranked 4th in Class 
S state tournament. The 
team ended up losing a 

heartbreaker against Granby 
Memorial in penalty shots 
in the semi-finals 2-3. This 
marked the first time in 
school history that they have 
made it to the semi-finals. 
This was also the best record 
in school history. Congrats to 
the girls on a fantastic season. 

Field Hockey Makes School History
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The Field Hockey team huddles 
before a game.
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Girls’ Soccer  Continues Their Success
By Logan Wolf ‘15

 After coming off 
two consecutive state 
championship seasons, this 
years Northwest girls soccer 
team had their eyes on a third 
straight championship. Under 
the leadership of Nicole 
Medina ’14, Michelle Medina 
‘14, Maggie Rose ’14, and 
their coach Todd Sadler, the 
team maintained an amazing 
17-2-3 record. This season was 
no different from the past, 
and the girls continued to 
impress everyone around the 
state. 
 Throughout the season, 
the girls’ offense has been 
strong. With Michelle, Rachel 
Elliot ’16, and Bailey Julian 
’16 at the point of attack, 
the girls have recorded 128 
goals. Also contributing to 
the intimidating attack are 
Nicole, Maddie Borowiec 
’15, and Fiona Shea ’15. All 
three hold down the midfield 
for Sadler, where both their 
offensive and defensive skills 
are displayed. 
 The back four for the girls’ 
team has also produced some 
impressive numbers. Anna 
Cronin ’16 and Mackenzie 
Tibball ’16 anchor the defense, 
along with Kelsey Dornfried 
’16 and Charlotte Carew ‘15, 
this incredible defense has 
let in only 15 goals the whole 
season. With goalkeeper Becca 
Molin ’16 acting as a wall in 
front of the goal, the defense 
has been a fortress in front of 

the net. 
 While every great team has 
a great bench, the Northwest 
girls are no exception. 
Coming off the bench for the 
Indians are Kirsten Armetta 

‘17 and Alicia Susi ’15 
contributing solid minutes. 
One of the signature wins 
for the girls came when 
they traveled to Newington. 
On that day, coach Sadler 
recorded his 100th career 
win. This game proved 
to be a combination of an 
offensive onslaught and 
a strong defensive stand. 
The game went to a double 
overtime with Elliot scoring 
the winning goal with just 
minutes left. With this, Sadler 
reached the milestone of 

100 wins. Along with his 
three state championships, 
this accolade can be added 
to his greatest coaching 
achievements. 
 Adding to the overall 

accomplishments 
of the season, the 
team continued 
their 40 game win 
streak all the way 
to 48 games. In a 
heart-breaking loss 
to Glastonbury, 
the girl’s streaked 
was snapped. 
Despite this loss, 
the girls bounced 
back strongly with 
4 wins and a tie 
in the next five 
games, including 
handing the Hall 
girls team their first 
loss of the season 
with a 1-0 thriller. 
Michelle scored 
the lone goal. The 

girls finished first 
in the CCC West Divison, 
entering the first ever CCC 
Tournament seeded fourth. 
They went on a three game 
winning streak to clinch 
the first ever championship 
defeating Middletown 2-1. 
Due to their success in the 
previous years the team was 
moved up to Class LL in the 
state tournament and started 
at seed five. Unfortunately 
the team suffered injuries to 
two key players, and lost 1-0 
to Mercy High School in the 
quarter finals.

Cheerleaders Raise Spirits

Nicole Medina ‘14 dribbles away from her 
defender.
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By Rachel Sullivan ‘16

 Cheerleading motivates 
not only the players, but the 
crowd. This is especially true 
with the cheerleaders here at 
Northwest Catholic. The cheer 
captains this year are Amy 
Cao ’14, Shateria Jackson ’14, 
and Zara Lenihan ’14. When 
talking about their leadership 
roles and the new teammates 
they have, Lenihan said, “It’s 
an interesting position to be 
a leader but we love the new 
cheerleaders like sisters.” In 
addition to the football games 
the cheerleaders also show 
off their school spirit at pep 
rallies. Cao said, “I’m excited 
for more pep rallies to show 
off new dance moves.” When 
watching the cheerleaders 
perform onlooker Mary 
Buckley ’15 says, “It is always 
fun to see the cheerleaders 
pump up the crowd and 
get them excited for the 
upcoming games.”
 The senior cheerleaders 
especially enjoy cheering for 
the football players who they 
have known for all four years. 
Lenihan phrased her love for 
cheering for them by saying, 
“We feel like we are part 

of the team and have been 
supporting the senior boys 
since they were freshmen 
and their success motivates 
us as much as we hope our 
cheering motivates them. It’s 
been a pleasure to have been 
cheering for them for the past 
four years.” 
 As hard as the cheerleaders 
have worked for the past 
season, the captains describe 
how much they have grown. 
Amy Cao ‘14 discusses how 
cheerleading has increased 
her flexibility while Lenihan 
points out how she grew 
emotionally. “Despite my 
injuries, I’ve really grown in 
my leadership abilities.” The 
cheerleaders are an essential 
part of our school as they 
continue to “feed” the Belly 
of the Beast, our student fan 
section, with their enthusiastic 
cheers. 
 From supporting the 
football team to their own 
competitions, cheerleaders 
raise the spirits of our school 
with their sunny disposition 
and important roles in our 
school. They look forward 
to the competition section of 
their season this winter. 

By Matt Marshall ‘15

 This year the boys’ team 
is eyeing a state title. The 
Indians currently have a 
record of 7-3 and are 11th of 
thirty-eight teams in Class 
S. Captains Christian Flynn 
’14, Tim Kuhlberg ’14, Owen 
Tyler ’15, and Elijah Riley ’15 
have led them to countless 
victories.  Flynn has been 
selected multiple times this 
year for Hartford Courant’s 
Fabulous 15. So far this season 
Flynn has already passed 
the 2,000-yard passing mark. 
In his game against East 
Catholic, he had 360 passing 
yards alone as well as five 
touchdowns in the Indians’ 
victory 40-20. 
 The closest match 
this season had been the 
impressive victory over old 
conference rivals Plainville 
21-20. Chris DeNapoli ’15 
had recovered a fumble and 
started the scoring drive 
for the Indians. Kuhlberg 
and Flynn also scored 
touchdowns. Errol Alexander 
’15 recovered a fumble in 
the last minute of the fourth 
quarter to seal the victory.
 One game this season 

that has been a huge was 
the victory over rival Berlin 
Redcoats. The Indians 
gathered up their strength 
and defeated the Redcoats 
22-13. Leading the offensive 
charge were Flynn, Chris 
McLaughlin ’14, Carlos 

Gomez ’15, and Michael 
Story Jr. ’14. Scoring for the 
Indians included two rushing 
touchdowns from Story and a 
touchdown from McLaughlin. 
Anchoring the defense was 

Patrick McCormack ’15 and 
Riley. Riley led the team in 
tackles and also had a huge 
safety in the first quarter. The 
team previously lost against 
Berlin last year 27-20. 
 The core of the Indians’ 
offense this season includes 

McLaughlin, Aidan 
McDonnell ’14, and 
Tyler, who lead the 
team in receiving 
yards. Tyler has 
proved to be a 
versatile player as he 
also has the team’s 
second highest 
number of tackles at 
65. Riley is the leader 
on the team with 
68 tackles. Delano 
Robinson ’15 and 
Gomez lead the team 
on special teams in 
kickoff and punt 
returns.
 The team 
looks forward to the 
annual Thanksgiving 

Day game against Rocky 
Hill. The game is at 10:00 at 
Northwest. This marks the 
final game of the regular 
season for the Indians. 
Tournament pairings for Class 
S come out on November 29th. 

Football Tackles Their Difficult Season

Kenny Cox ‘14 punts the ball.
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By Taryn Nguyen ‘16

 The Northwest Catholic 
cross-country team kicked off 
the fall season with a record 
of 1-6. Head coach Mr. Scott 
Fletcher says, “This year’s 
team is very young. There 
are no senior girls and only 
one senior boy.” Despite their 
youth, girls’ captains Mary 
McNally ‘16 and Julia Malave 
‘15 remained confident. “We 
have been working very hard 
to stay motivated and strong,” 
said McNally. 
 This statement was 
proven to be true when the 
team headed to the Sun 
Invitational on September 
19th. All runners performed 
well and set personal records. 
In particular, captains 
Adam Vancisin ‘15 and 
David Kalamarides ‘15 had 
previously trained extensively 
all summer, and their hard 
work paid off at this meet. 
Vancisin ‘15 ran the 5K in 
18:08 minutes. Kalamarides 
followed close behind at 18:34 
minutes. 
 On the girls’ side, McNally 
ran well at 21:39 minutes. 
Catching up to her was 
Caroline Gill ‘16 who ran at 
24:34 minutes. With McNally 
out with an injury this season, 
Gill took charge of the girls’ 
team with the number one 
spot on varsity. The two 
teams then prepared for the 
Class S state championships. 
While looking back at the 
season Vancisin says, “We had 

a fantastic season this year. 
The the team became much 
closer and we’re excited for 
next year because we will 
have mainly the same team 
as we will only be losing one 
senior. It’ll be sad to see Chris 
Mangine go, the team will not 
be the same without him.”
 The freshmen have also 
made a fantastic impression. 
Jessica Follo ‘17, MacKenna 
Dillon ‘17, and Christina 
Gluch ‘17 have all received 
spots on the list of top seven 
girl runners. They will be 
joining four upperclassmen 
on the varsity team. For the 
boys, Nicholas Klingman ‘17 
is the only freshmen to land a 
spot on the varsity team. As a 
very young group of runners, 
both teams have blown away 
their coaches. Assistant coach 
Mr. Patrick Williamson states, 
“This team is very exciting. 
They are getting stronger with 
each meet and are improving 
their times.”  
 The team finished off their 
season strong at the CIAC 
Class SS Championship Meet 
at Wickham Park on October 
26th. Vancisin, who placed 
30th out of 179 runners, led 
the boys. Following him were 
Klingman, Andy Doran ’15, 
and Kalamarides. On the 
girls’ side, Megan Grandell 
’16 led the team followed 
by Gill, Follo, and Rachael 
Ogbonna ’16. The team looks 
forward to next season as they 
continue to improve and get 
better.

XC Runs Through the Line

Page 8 sports Passages              
November 2013


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

