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By Susan Grimshaw

On Wednesday, August 29, 
Northwest Catholic 
opened its doors to 
168 new students. 
Of these, there 
were 151 freshmen 
representing 
twenty-six different 
towns. West 
Hartford is home to 
the largest number 
of freshmen, with 
thirty-two. Simsbury/West 
Simsbury follows up with 
fifteen students and Rocky 
Hill and Windsor are tied for 
a close third with fourteen 
students from each town. 
Twenty freshmen have at 
least one parent who is an 
alum; fifty-two others have 
siblings who either currently 
attend or have attended 
Northwest. Along with the 
freshmen, seventeen students 
transferred into Northwest 
at the beginning of this 
school year as sophomores, 
juniors, or seniors. Among 

these new students are 
seven new international 
students, in addition to the 

returning twelve. They come 
from China, South Korea, 
Vietnam, and Brazil. This 
year, Mrs. Gillespie and Mrs. 
Bournique teamed up to pilot 
a new, three-day freshman 
orientation. The new program 
was designed to give the 
freshmen more time to get to 
know one another and bond 
as a class. The first day was 
the traditional orientation: 
going to a few minutes of 
each class, hearing about 
Edline, finding classrooms 
and figuring out lockers. 
The freshmen were guided 

by seniors throughout the 
day. The second day, which 
was led by the ACTS class, 
was more like a retreat than 
the somewhat hectic day of 
learning the ropes of NWC. 
The freshmen were split into 
small groups with a senior 
leader. There they discussed 
dreams, goals, and obstacles, 
as well as remembering to 
ask for help from teachers 
and God when needed. 
The day concluded with a 
scavenger hunt around the 
school, during which the 
freshmen spoke with teachers 
and explored the building in 
hopes of finding out Deacon 

Santos’ second favorite saint 
or what the sign says on Ms. 

Keating- McKeon’s door. On 
the third day of orientation, 
the freshmen heard speeches 
on topics such as organization 
and study-skills. Finally, they 
got to take short classes on 
everything from juggling to 
cupcake decorating, allowing 
them to meet people who 
had the same interests and 

hobbies. “I hope, 
especially after 
spending the 
day with the 
seniors and, in 
particular, seniors 
who are fantastic 
young people 
and models of 
who we want 

our students to be, that 
the freshmen have an idea 

NWC Unveils New Orientation for Class of ‘16

By James Jordano

As the school year begins, 
students receive their new 
classes, see their new teachers, 
and meet new people. 
When this time rolls around 
every year, the building in 
which these things occur is 
usually the only familiarity 
carried over from the prior 
grade. This, however, is 
not the case for Northwest 
Catholic students this time 
around as the school was 
revamped and renovated 
during the summer.  The 
most prominent renovation is 
the two-story Rev. Bradford 
Colton Memorial Atrium, 
named for NWC’s founding 
principal.  This addition 
features glass windows, 
air conditioning, tile floors, 
and a wireless hub for Wi-
Fi connection. It is a bright, 
modern area for students 
to wait for their rides. Plans 
for a student seating area 
are in the works. As the new 
atrium juts into the parking 
lot, the lot was reconfigured 
to accommodate a safer traffic 
flow and increased parking. 
A student drop-off area with 
a raised brick crosswalk 
was added thanks to the 
legacy gift of the parents of 
the Class of 2012. Inside the 
school, the Rice Auditorium 
had a major technological 
makeover. It received a new, 
state-of-the-art sound system, 

rear projection screen, video 
system, and LED lighting 
system. Other school-wide 
enhancements include new 
entry doors at the East 
Entrance and a new grassy 
area near the atrium, further 
beautifying NWC’s new 
entrance. The Brennan Chapel 
was also updated with a paint 
job and new LED lights. The 
floors in the Johnson and 
Stosuy Gyms were resurfaced 
and new carpet and tile were 
installed in the main office 
and copy room. New split-
system air conditioning units 
were installed in the main 
and administrative offices. A 
new air conditioner was also 
installed in the faculty lounge.
NWC also saw a number of 
technological improvements 
this summer, under the 
direction of Mrs. Boyle. Forty-
seven new computers have 
been installed throughout 
the school. A new fifty-five-
inch television was added 

to the atrium to show school 
announcements. Four other 
flat-screen tvs already 
display announcements 
and images throughout the 
day. Finally, a school-wide 
wireless network composed 
of Aruba equipment has been 
implemented. The system 
will be phased in over the 
course of the fall semester. 
Other improvements include 
replacing fifteen network 
switches with gigabit switches 
and adding two fiber-optic 
runs to accommodate various 
areas, in turn significantly 
upgrading the school 
infrastructure. In academic 
departments, the study of the 
Chinese language has been 
added to the curriculum and 
classroom use of iPads is 
being piloted in Mr. Cusson’s 
AP English classes. All of 
these improvements will 
make NWC a more beautiful 
and contemporary place to 
learn.

of what it 
means to be 
a student 
at NWC...
someone who 
is comfortable 
speaking 
about his 
or her faith, 

someone who is 
generous with his or her gifts 
and talents, and someone who 
truly cares about other people 
and wants to be part of a 
community based on Christ’s 
love,” said Mrs. Gillespie. 
“I was very grateful for the 
opportunity to work more 
closely with the freshmen this 
year. Usually I don’t get to 
meet them until they begin 
their freshmen retreats, and I 
am delighted to know many 
of them by name already!” 
The unofficial end to the 
orientation was the Freshman 
Dance, where new students 
and their senior mentors 
danced the night away. It was 
a unique beginning to their 
careers at NWC.

A New Door Opens at NWC
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Fresh Faculty Faces
By James Jordano

This fall, there are 
five new members 
of the NWC faculty 
and administration. 
The first addition 
is Mr. Brendan 
Canny ’86, who 
took over as Vice 
Principal and 
Dean of Students. 
Before working at Northwest, 
he helped develop two very 
successful magnet schools 
in the greater Hartford 
region for the Capital Region 
Education Council (CREC). 
Joining the World Language 
Department is Mrs. Nancy 
DaSilva, who will teach 
Spanish and upper level 

French classes. Mrs. DaSilva is 
a graduate from UConn with 
a BA in Modern Languages, 
an MS in Early Childhood 
Education from CCSU, and a 
Certificate of Administration 
and Supervision and 6th 
Year Degree from SCSU. 
Also new to the Language 

Department is Mr. Jeff 
Gurganus, Northwest 
Catholic’s part time Chinese 
teacher. He earned a BA in 
Chinese from Wofford College 
and is working towards an 
MA in Teaching Chinese as 
a Second Language.  The 
history department welcomes 
Mr. Joseph Ohlheiser, ‘05.  A 
UCONN graduate, he will 

be teaching Civics, World 
History, and American Law 
classes. Finally, Ms. Brie 
McDonald was added as a 
part-time Fine Arts teacher. 
She has a BA in Fine Arts 
Painting from CCSU and an 
MFA in Fine Arts Painting 
from WCSU.

Mr. Olheiser and Mrs. DaSilva.
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NWC

Letter from the Chief Administrator

Letter from the Editor-in-Chief

Commentary

Mrs. Williamson

The beginning of another 
school year! What does 
that mean for you? Maybe 
it means resolutions, new 
activities, new time schedule, 
license, car to drive. Maybe it 
simply means getting back to 
hard school work so that you 
can achieve admission to your 
dream college or your dream 
career. Almost no matter what 
the New Year means to you, 
it is good as long as it is an 
occasion to grow and not just 
another day. The New Year 
has also brought new and 
modern lighting and sound 
equipment into the Rice 
Auditorium and because of 
some very generous donors 
and dedicated construction 
professionals, this year 
the school building has a 
beautiful new front entrance 
and parking lot. This is a 
terrific way to continue into 
the new half century of NWC 
history and it is also a symbol 

of the importance of having a 
welcoming atmosphere and 
attitude to the school and to 
everything in the school.  As 
hard as we might all think we 
are trying to welcome new 
students and help people 
become involved in the life of 
the school, there are always 
things we can do better and, 
honestly, occasionally, we 
are not so welcoming. After 
a while it is easy to hang 
around with the same people 
and forget to invite someone 
new to sit at lunch or to come 
to a game. Let’s all try to get 
to know as many people as 
we can and help them share 
their gifts with the school 
community. I also challenge 
everyone to stand up for what 
is right and say something if 
a student is not being treated 
well by others. It is hard to do 
but it is the right thing to do. 
Jesus stood up for everyone 
and He is our Role Model 

for living a Christian life. We 
have many opportunities to 
reach out to others through 
service projects and weekly 
service, but we must also 
remember that 
the people we see 
everyday need us 
as well.
And, finally, a 
New Year is a 
chance to start 
fresh in a few 
other ways that 
are definitely 
different from 
the popular 
culture. By this 
I mean the way 
we conduct 
ourselves in 
dress, language, 
and daily life. 
Popular culture 
would say 
that anything 
is acceptable – that is just 
not so. I hope that you will 

prayerfully and carefully 
consider how you are living 
out the Gospel message. Have 
a great school year!
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By Jenna Jordano

On the day of orientation, 
Mrs. Gillespie told each 
class that she was passing 
the baton to us. As soon as 
she mentioned the baton, I 
immediately thought of my 
past experiences. As a member 
of the track and field team at 
Northwest Catholic, 
I have passed a baton 
countless times. 
Regardless of a 
runner’s experience, 
batons are always 
tricky to deal with 
during a race. This 
is because I am 
expected to run as fast 
as I possibly can yet 
gracefully place the 
baton in my teammate’s hand 
at the same time. Striking 
the balance between speed 
and grace is difficult, so it 
is easy to make a mistake in 
the handoff and ruin the 
race. In this way, the baton 
is a dangerous object. In 
another way, the baton is 
the object that connects the 
four members of the relay 
and it brings us to the end of 

the race together. The baton 
represents the fact that each 
member is part of something 
bigger whether it is to break 
a school record, set a new 
personal best, or even to just 
finish the race. So, as I heard 
Mrs. Gillespie talk about this 
metaphor, I asked myself, 
“how does this relate to the 

school year I’m beginning?” 
The fact is, each student is a 
part of the relay team. Every 
individual makes a difference. 
If any member of the team 
is missing, or not doing her 
best, the race could be lost. 
The freshmen are beginning 
their high school careers with 
enthusiasm as they learn the 
ways of high school. The 
sophomores are becoming 

role models to the freshmen 
as they continue to challenge 
themselves academically. 
The juniors are rising to be 
upperclassmen to obtain great 
responsibility in the school. 
Finally, the seniors are rising 
to be leaders and are achieving 
the goals that were set just a 
few years ago. The relay is 

made up of the student 
body as a whole; we 
are going to make 
this the best school 
year possible. With 
this, there is great 
responsibility and 
trust in grasping 
the baton. We are 
responsible for 
our own conduct 
and for making 

good decisions about how we 
present ourselves. Ultimately, 
the baton is in the students’ 
hands; it is up to each one 
whether the race can be won 
to make this school year a 
great one. As a part of this 
relay, I will gladly take that 
baton and make it the best 
race I have ever run and I 
hope you choose to do the 
same.

After eight years of guiding 
the Northwest Passages staff, 
Mrs. Montoney has stepped 
down from being moderator 
of the newspaper. She was 
an excellent teacher and a 
fun and energetic leader for 
everyone on staff to look 
up to. We will all cherish 
memories of the staff dinners, 

Saturday layout sessions, and 
the yearly trip to Columbia. 
She taught us all valuable 
skills and we will miss her 
one-of-a-kind sense of humor. 
She could always lighten the 
mood and lessen the stress of 
each edition. Thank you, Mrs. 
Montoney for everything you 
did for us and past newspaper 

staffers. No matter how 
difficult the newspaper was 
at times, you always knew 
how to pick up our spirits and 
make it fun, whether through 
a witty comment or a large 
cheese pizza. We will miss you 
but we wish you luck in your 
new position as moderator of 
Student Council!

Nicholas’ Notes

In each issue, this space will 
be dedicated to a reflection 
of our identity as a Catholic 
Christian community. It is 
named for St. Nicholas of 
Myra, patron saint of stu-
dents. This issue’s reflection 
comes from Pope Benedict 
XVI. In his Apostolic Letter 
“Porta Fidel,” or “Door of 
Faith,” His Holiness declared 
that a “Year of Faith” will 
begin on October 11, 2012. 

The renewal of the Church 
is also achieved through 
the witness offered by 
the lives of believers: by 
their very existence in 
the world, Christians are 
called to radiate the word 
of truth that the Lord Jesus 
has left us. The Council 
itself, in the Dogmatic 
Constitution Lumen Gen-
tium, said this: While 
“Christ, ‘holy, innocent 
and undefiled’ (Heb 7:26) 
knew nothing of sin (cf. 2 
Cor 5:21), but came only 
to expiate the sins of the 
people (cf. Heb 2:17)... the 
Church ... clasping sin-
ners to its bosom, at once 
holy and always in need 
of purification, follows 
constantly the path of 
penance and renewal. The 
Church, ‘like a stranger 
in a foreign land, presses 
forward amid the perse-
cutions of the world and 
the consolations of God’, 
announcing the cross and 
death of the Lord until he 
comes (cf. 1 Cor 11:26). But 
by the power of the risen 
Lord it is given strength to 
overcome, in patience and 
in love, its sorrow and its 
difficulties, both those that 
are from within and those 
that are from without, so 
that it may reveal in the 
world, faithfully, although 
with shadows, the mystery 
of its Lord until, in the 
end, it shall be manifested 
in full light.”[11]

The Year of Faith, from 
this perspective, is a sum-
mons to an authentic and 
renewed conversion to the 
Lord, the one Saviour of 
the world. In the mystery 
of his death and resurrec-
tion, God has revealed in 
its fullness the Love that 
saves and calls us to con-
version of life through the 
forgiveness of sins (cf. Acts 
5:31). on a journey that is 
never completely finished 
in this life. 

*www.vatican.va

G
oo

gl
e 

Im
ag

es



Passages              features September 2012 Page 3

By Mary Royer

Many things about the 
Olympics have remained 
the same since the modern 
games began in 1896: athletes 
still run the marathon and 
lighting of the torch officially 
opens the games. When 
those first games were held, 
Utah had just been admitted 
to the Union, Henry Ford 
was still working out the 
kinks in the automobile, and 
refrigeration consisted of 
giant blocks of melting ice. 
The world around the games 
has changed immeasurably 
and the technological 
advances of the last century 
have made their way into the 
Olympics. Take, for instance, 
the swimmers, who no longer 
need timekeepers because the 
pools are rigged with motion 
detectors. A mere touch to 
the end of the pool can record 
their times the millisecond. 
Swimmers also wear suits 
specially designed to decrease 

friction in the water and 
shave fractions of seconds off 
of world records. Remember 
Oscar Pistorius, the South 
African sprinter who, with 
the use of high-tech, artificial 
legs, was able to make the 
semifinals of the 400-meter 
race. He gave hope to all the 
viewers watching that race, 
but certainly also to amputees 
across the world. Not only 
would he never have been 
able to compete in those early 
Olympics, he might never 
have survived the surgery 
that amputated his legs in the 
first place. Technology is also 
essential to preparing athletes 
for their events. Many teams 
use incredibly advanced 
technologies to analyze their 
performance. For example, 
in practice runs, USA hurdler 
Lolo Jones attached reflective 
stickers to her body so that 
her movements could be 
recorded by a motion-capture 
camera. She was then able 
to watch and analyze her 

hurdling so that she could 
make minute adjustments and 
improve her performance. 
Without the use of technology, 
some of our favorite athletes 
may not have scored as 
well as they did. Moreover, 
without technology, watching 
the Olympics would seem 
dated. The Olympics, an 
event which people around 
the world look forward to 
every four years, must remain 
updated and current with the 
times. While some find issue 
with the fact that technology 
takes away the tradition and 
true roots of the Olympics, we 
must remember that without 
such technology we may 
be having a very different 
experience of the Olympics 
ourselves! First of all, London 
is five hours ahead of the 
United States and Beijing, 
where the Olympics were 
held in 2008, is thirteen hours 
ahead. With such drastic time 
changes, it is not always easy 
to catch our favorite sporting 

events live, especially since 
they may take place when 
we are sleeping or during the 
work and school day. Thanks 
to strategic recording through 
our televisions, however, it 
has been easy to catch up 
on the events when we are 
most available to. In the end, 
technology in the Olympics 
should be embraced. Our 
everyday world, whether 
we care to admit it or 
not, very much revolves 
around various forms of 

technology; thus, the Olympic 
coordinators, athletes, and 
teams should utilize whatever 
technology is available to 
make the athletes better and 
the experience for fans more 
enjoyable. The Olympics 
are, after all, truly about 
competition and the love of 
sports. These ideas are much 
too classic to ever be hindered 
by technology, which is why 
the use of technology should 
not be frowned upon but 
rather strongly accepted.  

By Anthony Lanzarone

The Olympics are always a 
fun and exciting time, and 
this year’s Olympics were 
no exception. New this year, 
however, were the myriad 
ways that one could watch 
the events going on. Despite 
all these ways to watch the 
Games, it was very likely that 
one or more event results 
were spoiled for you. The 
Olympics were broadcast 
exclusively by NBC, which 
meant that they had the 
power not to show live 
coverage of events. NBC held 
back on broadcasting big 
events until primetime, when 
they can charge the most for 
advertising. Ironically, and 
frustratingly, if you were to 
log onto NBC’s website, at 

any time after the big event 
you wanted to see, you would 
get the result, emblazoned 
across the top of the web 
page. While the old media 
of television was carefully 
guarding film of the event, 
the new media we carry in 
our pockets – smartphones or 
tablets – entirely ruined our 
ability to watch events in real 
time, even if it would have 
been delayed for a few hours. 
Much has been made of the 
way technology has improved 
sports and the athletes 
themselves. But, even the 
most advanced technology 
proved insufficient to solve an 
apparently simple problem: a 
tie. At the US Olympic trials 
for track and field, Allyson 
Felix and Jeneba Tarmoh 
tied for third place in the 100 

meters. All the technology 
available couldn’t determine 
who crossed the finish line 
first. To make matters worse, 
the track officials present 
didn’t know how to settle it, 
since there is no rule stating 

what to do in such a case. 
Jeneba Tarmoh decided to 

withdraw from a planned 
runoff and condeded and 
Olympic spot to Allyson 
Felix. Felix went on to win the 
gold medal in the women’s 
200 meters. There was also 
the tragic malfunction of the 

clock in a 
semifinal 
fencing 
match 
between 
South 
Korea and 
Germany. 
When the 
clock failed 
to advance 
from one 
second to 
zero, the 
German 

fencer was able to launch an 
extra attack, taking the point, 

and advancing to the final 
match. This technical error 
effectively denied the South 
Korean competitor a medal. 
These two examples only 
cover disasters concerning 
million-dollar timekeeping 
devices! The other ways in 
which technology in sports is 
a problem are too numerous 
to mention here. Advances in 
technology haven’t always 
been good for the Olympics. 
One could argue that if a 
person with a stopwatch 
can outperform a computer 
system, the system isn’t all 
it’s cracked up to be. Also, 
with the clumsy way Olympic 
coverage was handled by 
NBC, it seems that, when 
it comes to the Olympics, 
technology might be more 
trouble than it’s worth!

By Emily Kearney

The Honors Institute for 
Leadership in Life (HILL) 
camping trip was a challenging, 
interesting, and enjoyable 
experience for the seniors 
who attended. The three-day 
camping excursion included 
hiking, canoeing, pitching a tent, 
and tending a fire. Somewhat 
less thrilling was the lack of 
modern plumbing, but, despite 
these difficult and sometimes 
unpleasant circumstances, the 
members of the HILL class 
embraced the challenges and 
worked together to make the 
experience unforgettable. The 
three days were spent doing team 
bonding and group activities that 
tested the group’s abilities to 
lead, listen, and work together as 
a unit. One activity, the Mohawk 

walk, required thirteen of the 
fifteen members of the HILL 
class to edge along a series of 

low wires connected to trees. 
They had to make a human 
chain while edging along the 
wire and if anyone fell off, the 
entire group had to go back to 

the beginning. This particular 
activity helped the group see 
their true colors. Not only was 
the walk completed, but it 
was done in under an hour, an 
almost unheard of feat on that 
course. Not all of the activities 
were such stellar successes, 
but even when things were 
going wrong, the group pulled 
together and pushed through 
the hardest challenges. These 
experiences brought the 
students so close together, they 
began to truly feel like a family. 
Members of the HILL class 
agreed, the most rewarding part 

of the experience was to come 
together with classmates, some 
of whom had hardly spoken a 
handful of words to each other 
before. The friendships that the 
HILL class forged will be with 
them for years to come.

By Gabrielle Foster-Bey 
 
The ACTS camping trip was a 
once-in-a-lifetime event that the 
class was able to share at the 
beginning of summer vacation.  
During the three-day trip, the 
twenty-four rising seniors 
camped together and challenged 
themselves on ropes courses, 
while learning more about 
themselves and their peers. The 
group even bonded by coming 
up with a good nickname for the 
dreaded outhouse! A favorite 
element was called the Fountain 
of Youth.  One by one, each 
student had to swing from one 
side of the element to one of 
three small wooden platforms, 
and wait on the platforms until 
the whole class had arrived.  It 
sounds easy except that each 
square platform measured about 

eighteen inches on each side, 
and all twenty-four students had 
to stand on them!  The element 
was a highlight for Nate Frasco 
who said, “It was special to me 
because we finally all learned 
to work together.” Daily life as 
campers was also meaningful . 
Mary Becker said, “My favorite 
events were the ‘family’ dinners.  
We all came together and 
worked as a group.” Campfires 
and the overnight fire watch 
were also terrific opportunities 
to get to know each other. “I 
really enjoyed the camping 
trip because it created such a 
feeling of community and trust.  
It makes ACTS class so much 
more fun now because we’re 
all comfortable and friendly 
with each other,” commented 
Susie Grimshaw. It was a new 
beginning for all.
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Oscar Pistorius leaps out of his block start.

Fencer Shin A-lam devastated by her loss.

The HILL class works together 
during their trip.
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Modern Technology Truly Brings the Olympics to All

Sports Technology: Not All It’s Cracked Up to Be

HILL Students Learn the Ropes ACTS Works Together
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By Fiona Shea

The Northwest Catholic 
Boys’ Soccer team has been 
preparing for a new start 
this season. Last season 
Northwest went 3-9-4 and lost 
six seniors, but have many 
underclassmen who are ready 
to step up. RJ Place said, “the 
season will be another battle 
for a spot in the playoffs, 
but this year our team has 
great chemistry that will help 
us along the way.” Similar 
to last year, Northwest’s 
hardest competitors will be 
Hall, Conard, Simsbury, and 
Farmington. These are all 
tough teams contending to 

By Maddie Johnson and 
Taylor Borowiec

This year, the Northwest 
Cross Country team is 
better than ever. Coaches 
Dr. Richard Luddy and Mr. 
Scott Fletcher are excited for 
this upcoming season and 
hope to continue a strong 
program that was solidified 
last year. The are led by 
seniors Anthony Ravosa 
and Joe Doyle while seniors 
Haley Derlinga and Bitty 
Lathrop lead the girls. Mr. 
Fletcher says that the four 
returning seniors are “all 
great leaders.” The captains 
are hoping to help the team 
come out on top at the end of 
every meet and get closer to a 
state championship title with 

every day. There are a total 
of forty-one students on the 
team with sixteen girls and 
twenty-five boys, all of whom 
exhibit great potential. The 
coaches are especially excited 
for freshman runner Mary 
McNally, whom Mr. Fletcher 
calls a “phenom.” Coach Dr. 
Luddy says, “in the CCC West 
conference, all our meets are 
tough. Most of our opponents 
are LL schools who draw from 
a large number of students. 
Of course, they all have two 
legs each. When we compete 
against schools of our size, we 
have many good runners who 
will have success.” The team 
is composed of dedicated 
athletes who make our school 
proud. They are ready for 
another promising season. 

By Molly McDonald

The volleyball team’s last 
season one one for the record 
books. The team made an 
appearance in the finals of 
the state tournament for the 
first time in school history 
and finished the season 
with a record of 15-7-0. This 
season, the girls already 
have their eyes are on the 
state tournament.  “True to 

what seems to be the nature 
of Northwest Catholic 
athletes, the girls came into 
the season very prepared 
and in shape, and they’re 
always improving,” says 
Coach Jeanne DiGiacomo, 
who is beginning her second 
season as the Varsity coach. 
Captains this year are 
Sarah Gillespie, Jacqueline 
Denver, J’Leen Diaz and 
Kelly Weiss. According to 
Coach DiGiacomo, “[a]ll of 
the girls have very different 

styles of leadership that will 
help the team in different 
ways.” When asked about 
her goals for the season, 
Captain Jacqui Denver said 
that the team hoped to “[t]ake 
every play as it comes.  Our 
motto is Outwork, Outhustle, 
Outplay.  We want to have 
an even better year than 
last year.” The attitude of 
the team is overwhelmingly 
positive. Although the team 

is confident, Southington 
and Simsbury High Schools 
are challenging opponents 
that will prove to be tough 
matches for the girls. 
However, the team is united 
and beginning to prepare for 
their upcoming matches. “I’m 
very excited,” says Denver, 
“We’re working as one whole 
unit and can lean on one 
another if we need to, which 
is very important.”  The NWC 
volleyball team is bound to do 
great things with their season.

By Phoebe McGrath

After their 2011 state 
championship run that 
ended in the semifinals, 
the Northwest Catholic 
Football team is ready to 
face heavy competition 
this season. There have 
been significant changes to 
the team’s roster this year. 
Captain Mac Crispino 
describes the team as “a 
young group of guys with 
a couple of senior lead-
ers.” The young squad, 
many of whom are mak-
ing their varsity debuts 
this season, will be tested 
early, before their home 
opener on September 29th 

against Bloomfield. Alongside 
Crispino as captains are PJ 
Edwards, Devin Stewart, and 
Nick Gaynor. Gaynor, who 
suffered an ankle injury at 
the end of last season, is back 
in full effect. The Hartford 
Courant has named him one 
of the “Fab Fifteen” players 
to watch out for this season. 
With versatility from Crispino 
and Stewart, NWC hopes to 
find themselves in the play-
offs this year.  The season 
began with a 42-36 win over 
Platt. NWC took a 20-0 lead 
in the first quarter and never 
relinquished it. As always, 
on the sidelines were NWC’s 
cheerlearders, keeping the 
fans energized!

make the playoffs. According 
to head coach Terry Phillip, 
“Northwest is a very young 
team with many kids who 
can play. This year our main 
goal is to make the state 
tournament.” This season fans 
should look out for captains 
Alejandro Tobon at midfield, 
Connor Krikawa and Brendan 
Thompson at defense, and 
RJ Place at striker. The boys 
started their season with a 
tough loss to Hartford Public, 
but they came back strong in 
their next game against New 
Britain. They outmatched 
their opponents with great 
footwork and left the field 
with a 3-0 victory.

XC is Going the Distance

By Taylor Borowiec

After last year’s almost 
undefeated season and 
state championship title, 
the Northwest Girls’ Soccer 
Team is hoping to continue 
their winning streak and add 
another banner 
to the gym walls. 
Captains Jess 
Fontaine, Annie 
Higgins, Cathy 
Higgins, Jenna 
Jordano, and 
Emily Kearney, 
all class of 2013, 
are “prepared 
to lead the team 
to another state 
tournament 
and undefeated 
season.” The 
team has 
already won 
six exhibition 
games at both 
the Conard High School 
Labor Day jamboree and the 
Winton, Keane, and Bittner 
Memorial jamboree, held at 
Wethersfield High School. In 
addition, wins in scrimmages 
against Glastonbury and 
South Windsor have proven 
to be a great start to the 
season. Coach Todd Sadler 
states “This is going to be 
a very challenging season. 
From the start there are lots 

of expectations. Our focus 
will be showing up to play 
each and every game like it’s 
a playoff game. Although I 
know there will be bumps 
in the road along the way, 
I know we have great 

leadership that will get us 
through the adversity. The 
coaches are looking forward 
to a great season.” With five 
captains who are ready to 
lead the team to more wins, 
the girls are looking forward 
to their upcoming games. 
Jenna Jordano says, “As 
defending state champions, 
our team has high goals 
and expectations, but I am 

confident that we will 
achieve those goals 
and live up to those 
expectations.”  Although 
the team lost five seniors 
last year, returning 
players and many talented 

freshmen are 
proving that they 
are ready to help 
maintain the 
high level of play. 
Anna Cronin, 
Kelsey Dornfried, 
and Mackenzie 
Tibball have 
already had a lot 
of playing time 
and have even 
started during 
most of the 
games.  Kelsey 
plays goalie 
and both Anna 
and Mackenzie 
are outside 
defenders. The 

freshmen are ready 
to step up to fill in these 
positions, and returning 
players are prepared and 
excited for the new season.
Captain Jess Fontaine, who 
was also named an All-
American player last season, 
states that “we are all ready 
to play and take on each team 
and each game one by one, 
and work our way back to 
another championship win.” 

Boys’ Soccer is Ready to Go

C
ar

ol
in

e 
O

’N
ei

ll

They’re Set for the Season
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Michelle Medina drives the ball to the net.
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The football team is hard at work, preparing for the opponents they 
face this season.

The volleyball team gathers after winning a point. 

Girls’ Soccer Plans to Continue Success Tackling the New Season

To the Field!
By Anne Berning 

Since late August, members 
of the Field Hockey team 
have been sharpening their 
stick skills and strengthening 
their teamwork. The team 
has high hopes that their 
hard work will pay off. 
They are passionate and 
excited about their season, 
and feel that they have the 
cohesiveness and technical 
skills needed to succeed 
and advance to the state 
tournament. Senior Amanda 
Waltman, captain with senior 
Julia Crawford, commented, 
“The team is more dedicated 
than ever and extremely 
united. We plan on making 
a name for the program and 
making an appearance in the 
state tournament.” JV Coach 
Dianna Soucier ‘08 added, 
“We are bringing a group of 
girls that have been together 
for the past couple of years 
and are not only combining 
skill, but also a unity, that 
hasn’t been seen in previous 
years.” They have sixteen 
contests this season, perhaps 
the toughest of which will be 
the game against Farmington 
on October 19th. The team is 
confident it will be a great 
match, regardless of the 
outcome. “We, as coaches, 
have such high expectations 
for the season and the girls 
have met and exceeded our 
expectations,” Coach Soucier 
said. 
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